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Russia’s Rebrand

Kaleb Warnock

The tumultuous political climate of 2013 has provided 
Russia the opportunity to manifest an identity that has 

been maturing since the fall of the Soviet Union. Russia has 
begun to redefine itself – not as the successor of the Soviet 
Union – but as the Russian Federation: a young and capable 
emerging global power. Within a period of a year, Russia will 
have hosted the Winter Olympics, begun its first international 
development agency, solidified its regional dominance and 
peacefully contributed to WMD reduction in Syria. Russia is 
distancing itself from the Cold War identity and rhetoric in 
the wake of the Snowden affair, and increasingly showing that 
the United States isn’t the only country capable of exerting its 
influence in the international sphere.

Russia took the lead in negotiations with Syria, as President 
Vladimir Putin brokered an agreement with Syrian President, 
Bashar al-Assad, to peacefully destroy chemical weapons 
stockpiles and facilities. Putin sought a peaceful alternative 
to President Barack Obama, who 
positioned the United States as 
the arbitrator of the Syrian con-
flict by drawing a ‘red line’ and 
threatening intervention should 
chemical weapons be used. How-
ever, the US-led coalition dis-
solved, and in spite of his hard line, Obama decided against 
air strikes when Syrian forces called his bluff and used chemi-
cal weapons in Ghouta, a city outside of Damascus last August. 
 
Putin caught the Americans off guard when he voiced his 
opposition to US-led air strikes in an op-ed directly to the 
American people, published on the anniversary of 9/11 in the 
New York Times. “Millions around the world increasingly see 
America not as a model of democracy but as relying solely on 
brute force,” he wrote. “Cobbling coalitions together under 
the slogan ‘you’re either with us or against us.’ ”
 
This showed that Russia was willing and able to be the ne-
gotiatior and stand up to what had become American uni-
lateralism vis-à-vis Syria by brokering a rational and peaceful 
solution. Putin greatly increased his credibility in the US, and 
capitalized on his popularity among American conservatives 
and young adults that hail him as an intrepid outdoorsman 
akin to Theodore Roosevelt, “the Real Most Interesting Man 
in the World” and even “the World’s Craziest Badass” evi-

denced in articles in Outdoor Life, Cracked, and theChive.
 
It isn’t just through conflict in which Russia is taking steps to 
play a more prominent role. Russia was formerly the only G8 
country that didn’t have an international development agen-
cy, but now, it is looking beyond the former Soviet states, or 
its Near Abroad, and is greatly expanding its educational ex-
change programs as well. Putin recently approved a national 
concept to create a government agency to promote interna-
tional development. 
 
“It would mean a tremendous change in Russia’s foreign pol-
icy, public diplomacy and international development policy,” 
writes Alexy Dolinskiy, director of Ward Howell Talent Eq-
uity Institute in his white paper, Russia Soft Power 2.0. “If 
all goes according to plan, Russia would have a new lever to 
significantly alter its international standing as well as improve 
its image in the geopolitical regions of greatest importance 

for the country.”
 
The upcoming Winter Olympics 
has also served to raise Russia’s 
profile in the cultural sphere. So-
chi, a small Russian city on the 
Black Sea coast, is slated to host 

the 2014 Winter Olympic Games in February, which will 
be the first Olympic Games hosted by the Russian Federa-
tion. The Russian bid was accepted in 2009, and the massive 
construction project for the Olympic Village is the first of 
its kind in the country. Sochi will be the center of the world 
for a few weeks, and will dominate the social media sphere 
as the events will be actively promoted through both Russian 
and western social media platforms such as Instagram and 
Twitter.

However, the Games’ image is suffering from the fallout of 
recent domestic legislation banning distribution of materials 
promoting same-sex relationships to minors. Many advo-
cacy groups condemn the seemingly draconian legislation 
that could affect openly-gay athletes who will compete this 
February. However, Putin stated that no one will suffer dis-
crimination at the games. “We are doing everything, both 
the organizers and our athletes and fans, so that participants 
and guests feel comfortable in Sochi, regardless of nationality, 
race or sexual orientation,” Putin told RIA Novosti. Howev-
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Despite these setbacks, Russia continues to 
raise its international profile, and the evolving 

political climate will present fresh opportunities 
to step away from its Soviet past.
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er, how or to what degree the laws will be enforced remains 
to be seen.
 
In its Near Abroad, Russia is actively asserting independence 
from European and American influence, as Putin has instated 
his own Monroe Doctrine, of sorts, by taking on the role as 
the leading security and economic actor in the region. This 
included standing up to NATO encroachment, as Putin ex-
tinguished efforts to establish missile defense cooperation. 
Russia also recently pressured Ukraine to cancel talks on the 
EU Accession Agreement (AA) in favor of the regional Cus-
toms Union with Kazakhstan and Belarus. This has essen-
tially barred Ukraine from joining the EU at any time in the 
near future and initiated what could be a gradual slide toward 
the Russia-dominated Union. 
 
“Ukraine stands to gain from the AA in many ways; among 
them, easier access to a big export market, economic assis-
tance, credit lines from the IMF, and reduced dependence 
on Russia,” writes Rajan Mehnon in the National Interest re-
garding Ukrainian president Viktor Yanukovych’s decision to 
cancel AA talks that were met with immense protests in Kiev. 
“Yanukovych has pretty much put the kibosh on Ukraine’s 
chances for a journey, however long, uncertain, and slow, to-
ward the EU.”

Finally, Russia will soon see itself as a major player in the 
Arctic Circle that is becoming increasingly more important 
as shipping routes open up due to melting ice. Russia is lead-
ing the dialogue, as it recently hosted a conference to discuss 
cooperation and environmental concerns in the region dras-
tically affected by global climate change. This is a promising 
area for Russian leadership, as it has the most significant land 
and resource claims at stake in its Siberian north. 

“On the whole, we cannot expect the two sides to reach 
mutual agreement on many strategic matters in the near fu-
ture,” Michael McCormick said in Russia Direct, regarding 

US-Russia relations in the arctic. “Nonetheless, multination-
al efforts in responding to Arctic climate change in recent 
years — as well as structures being created for the near future 
— have given reason to hope that this is an issue where the 
two sides can build lasting cooperation.”
 
Both countries are also interested in maintaining stability 
in Central Asia following the withdrawal of NATO’s Inter-
national Security Assistance Forces in Afghanistan in 2014. 
They also will want to retain stability in the middle eastern 
countries affected by the Arab Spring, according to Dmitrial 
Sulsov, Deputy Director of the Center for Comprehensive 
European and International Studies at the National Research 
University in Moscow.
 
“The choice is very simple: either the two sides start to coop-
erate on the future of Afghanistan and contribute to the sta-
bilization of the situation in the region or they stick to their 
current strategies, and thus, contribute to the accelerating 
deterioration of the country and the region in general,” he 
writes. “Such a deterioration would lay the groundwork for 
the region becoming a new contested region in the US-Rus-
sian geopolitical rivalry at the edges of the former Soviet Union.”
 
Although the country has made significant headway in its pub-
lic diplomacy, overall perception of the country’s influence re-
mains “slightly negative”, according to GlobeScan, and Putin’s 
recent treason and propaganda legislation has hurt Russia’s im-
age abroad. The controversy surrounding the Olympic Games, 
and recent arrests of members of Pussy Riot and Greenpeace 
activists have sparked outcry from human rights advocates 
who continue to be critical of the Russian Federation’s human 
rights standards. Despite these setbacks, Russia continues to 
raise its international profile, and the evolving political climate 
will continue to present fresh opportunities to step away from 
its Soviet past.•
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Deteriorating Perceptions of 
FSU Democracies

Flora Kwong

The Soviet Union did not have a strong reputation for 
liberal democracy or political freedom. Structured upon 

a foundation of socialism, the government was centrally-
controlled by the Communist Party and exercised its will 
through political repression. The Gulag administered forced 
labor camps, where political dissidents were often sent. At 
the fall of the Iron Curtain, people were more than ready 
for democracy, hoping to improve their societies. 

The Former Soviet Union (FSU) states entered the ‘Third 
Wave’ of democratization as the Soviet Union dissolved 
in 1991. With a step towards democracy, the Day of Re-
membrance of the Victims of 
Political Repressions was estab-
lished in former Soviet republics 
to commemorate the politically 
repressed of the Soviet regime. 
Yet, more than two decades 
later, there are concerns about 
democracy in the FSU. Masha 
Gessen writes in her 2012 book, 
The Man Without a Face: The Unlikely Rise of Vladimir Pu-
tin, that Putin has managed to “transform the narrative: 
‘emerging democracy’ slowly gave way to ‘authoritarian 
tendencies’.” 

Some political dissidents are again repressed. Nadezh-
da Tolokonnikova, a member of Russian punk-rock band 
Pussy Riot, is a well-known example. Her family recently 
told Al-Jazeera that she has disappeared into a “Soviet-style 
Gulag system,” and at the time of writing, had not heard 
from her for more than 20 days. Pussy Riot, its families, its 
supporters and many other Russians alike feel that Russia 
has taken steps backwards from democracy and they are los-
ing confidence in their government.

However, Russia is not archetypal of all former Soviet re-
publics. Each state embarked on a separate path to democra-
cy. According to the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) and 

Freedom House (whose definition of “free” can be associated 
with the notion of “democratic”), FSU nations are showing 
varying degrees of democratic progress. (See page 6) Regardless 
of the country’s progress, however, public perception in the 
FSU of the effectiveness of democracies has steadily worsened. 

Pro-democracy elements were already strong months before 
the dissolution of the USSR, according to a report published 
in 1993 by the Roper Center for Public Opinion Research. 
Many post-Soviet states subsequently formed republics, based 
on a technically democratic governmental framework. Yet, 
according to the EIU and Freedom House, Russia, the larg-

est post-Soviet state, has proven 
to be a consistently unsuccessful 
democracy, showing pronounced 
deterioration in the last few years. 
Georgia and Ukraine on the oth-
er hand, have wavered in their 
democratic transitions. Georgia 
has shown signs of recovery in re-
cent years, while Ukraine is still 

an uncertainty. But in all three countries, their citizens have 
lost confidence in their democratic governmental framework.  
 
Georgia

Georgia did not have the most promising start as a democ-
racy. Soon after its first elections, a bloody coup d’état led 
the country into a civil war. Eduard Shevardnadze became 
the second President of the newly independent Republic of 
Georgia. “There was this feeling that Shevardnadze might not 
be a big democrat, but […] he would play according to the 
new rules of the game,” said part-time journalist Mr. Ramish-
vili in a 2003 interview with the Wall Street Journal. Shevard-
nadze represented a return to law and order for Georgians. 
Yet they became more disenchanted with Shevardnadze and 
the fraudulent election in 2003 was the last straw. Adopting 
the symbol of the red rose, peaceful demonstrators successful-
ly forced Eduard Shevardnadze to resign.

Regardless of the country’s progress however, 
public perception in the FSU of the effectiveness 

of democracies has steadily worsened.

New Depths
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Georgia has made considerable progress since the Rose Revo-
lution in 2003. Mikheil Saakashvili, leader of the revolution, 
became the elected president. By 2007, Georgia had become 
one of the fastest growing economies in Eastern Europe fol-
lowing its economic collapse in the early 1990s. More recent-
ly, Giorgi Margvelashvili was elected president through free 
and fair elections this past October. It was the first time the 
country had seen such peaceful elections. 

With all of Georgia’s triumphs and improvement in democra-
cy ratings, its people are still less confident in its institutions. 
After the Rose Revolution, some Georgians were still skepti-
cal of Saakashvili’s government, especially with respect to its 
will to fight corruption. In an interview with the Financial 
Times in 2004, a small Georgian trader named Giorgi Bagri-
ashvili said, “I’m standing with him, but at the same time I’m 
afraid. Because what if this doesn’t work out?” 

In 2008, Gallup World Poll reported that although 78 per-
cent of Georgians thought democracy was important for the 
development of the country, less than 15 percent were some-
what or very satisfied with the way democracy works in the 
country. In 2011, the Caucasus Research Resource Centre 
found that only 34 percent of Georgians partially or fully 
trusted the government. 

Ukraine

Ukraine also had a rough start as an independent republic, 
as it had difficulties grasping a sense of Ukrainian national-
ity. The New York Times interviewed Boris M. Zhebrovsky, 
deputy chairman of the Board of Education in 1992, and he 
confessed that he was “not yet entirely sure what it means to 
be Ukrainian.” Ukraine also experienced an economic slow-
down between 1991 and 1999, with the International Mone-
tary Fund reporting that its GDP had declined by 60 percent.

Impatient for economic and political change, Ukrainians 
saw the fraudulent election of 2004 as the nail in the coffin. 
The Orange Revolution of 2004, through massive peaceful 
protests, managed to overturn the election results that had 
declared Viktor Yanukovych the winner. A re-vote resulted in 
Viktor Yushchenko being elected president. 

However, the Orange Revolution may not have been as en-
duringly successful as Georgia’s Rose Revolution in shaping a 
stable democracy. Viktor Yanukovych was again elected pres-
ident in 2010, with Yulia Tymoshenko, former prime minis-
ter, losing by less than four percent of the votes. Since then, 
Tymoshenko has been sentenced to seven years in prison on 
various criminal charges. Clashes still occur over Tymoshen-
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ko’s imprisonment, representing a wider call for an end to 
government corruption.

Consequently, Ukrainians have also lost confidence in a 
Ukrainian democracy. Similar to Georgia in 2008, Gallup 
World Poll found that 75 percent of Ukrainians thought de-
mocracy was important for the development of the country. 
However, only approximately 15 percent were somewhat or 
very satisfied with the way democracy works in Ukraine. In 
2011, Pew Global reported that there was a decreasing pref-
erence in Ukraine for a democratic form of government over 
a leader with a strong hand, at 30 percent of the population 
as opposed to 57 percent in 1991. 

Russia

Russia, the successor state of the Soviet Union, has perhaps 
the most heavily-scrutinized democratic record of the FSU. 
At the time of Soviet dissolution, the Russian public was just 
as eager as, if not more than, other post-Soviet states. the 
eastern edition of the Wall Street Journal reported in 1991 
that the Russian public, “tired of years of half-measures that 
have merely reduced their already low living standards, clear-
ly rejected the idea of yet more caution.” 

However, after Russia’s first elected president, Boris Yeltsin, 
led the country through a multitude of armed conflicts against 
other post-Soviet states and into a financial crisis.  Russians 
were ready for Vladimir Putin to take control of matters by 
1998, whether by democratic or authoritarian means, such as 
the elimination of Russian oligarchs. As the BBC reported in 
2004, “To those schooled in Western democratic traditions, 
figures giving Mr. Putin 80 percent approval are staggering. 

And when they look at Mr Putin’s democratic credentials, 
they find it even more puzzling.” 

From the point of a view of a Russian entrepreneur, Irina 
V. Veniaminova told the New York Times in 1999, that she 
hoped for a “young, energetic leader.” Since Vladimir Putin 
returned to presidency in 2012, new laws reminiscent of the 
Cold War suppression have been passed, including an ex-
panded “treason law” and anti-gay legislation. Most notably, 
three members of the controversial Russian punk-rock group, 
Pussy Riot received a sentence of seven years in jail.

Pew Global research reported in 2011 that Russians’ prefer-
ence of a democratic form of government over a leader with 
a strong hand has decreased by 19 percent since 1991 to 32 
percent of the population.

The general trend in public opinion in the FSU shows the 
popularity of democracy fading, regardless of their democrat-
ic developments. In Georgia for example, progress in recent 
years is seen to be more positive than other former Soviet 
republics. However, where the Organisation for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe described its pre-election environ-
ment in October as “calm” and “transparent,” many Geor-
gians described it as “boring” according to Al Jazeera, they 
were unimpressed with their country’s democratic progress. 
Ukraine’s progress according to democracy ratings remains a 
question mark. Still, the public is less confident in Ukrainian 
democracy, as is the Russian public. Russian democracy is 
fading under Putin, as he assumes the role of a “strong leader” 
that Russians seem to prefer. With emerging discourse on a 
global crisis in democracy, it is unclear whether public confi-
dence in democracy will ever recover. •

*Freedom House ratings shown are based on an aggregate 
of Political Freedom and Civil Liberties rating categories. 
Lowest possible score (least free) is 7 for each rating 
category, and highest possible score (most free) is 0 for 
each rating category.

**Economist	 Intelligence	 Unit	 (EIU)	 first	 began	 reporting	
democracy index ratings in 2006. Lowest possible score is 0 
and highest possible score is 10.

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

Fr
ee

do
m

 In
de

x 
R

at
in

g

Freedom House's Freedom Index 
Ratings*

Georgia Ukraine Russia

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

D
em

oc
ra

cy
 R

at
in

g

Economist Intelligence Unit's 
Democracy Index Ratings**

Georgia Ukraine Russia



 Polemics | December 2013

The Cold War Issue | 7

Angela Merkel: The East/West Divide

Melissa Evans

East German. Woman. Scientist. Pastor’s daughter. Angela 
Merkel is a complex political figure, but every time she 

takes us by surprise, stereotypes of the different pieces of her 
identity are conveniently waiting for us. Her frugality has been 
compared by Der Spiegel to that of a “Swabian Hausfrau,” 
and her cool calculation of opportunity costs is frequently 
attributed to her scientific background. Unfortunately each 
time she wins an election, people are incredulous, because 
East Germans allegedly know nothing about democracy. 

Her geographical background is the only piece that cannot be 
crammed into the puzzle of her success. Although Merkel is 
often cited as the world’s most powerful woman, her eastern 
roots resurface alongside her victories. It is often suggested 
that she was underestimated, but nobody seems to know why. 
The Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung (FAZ) calls her “puzzling 
und inexplicable,” and Fox News dubs her rise to power “the 
Merkel mystery.” She has an “otherness” that nobody can 
seem to put their finger on – so they point to East Germany.  

Merkel’s rise to political prominence was swift, and people 
are still wondering what happened. Her fast track in German 
politics started with Helmut Kohl. Despite being inexperi-
enced, he handpicked her to be Family Affairs Minister. In 
the BBC’s documentary “The Making of Angela Merkel”, 
Andrew Marr states that Kohl appointed her to try and fill a 
German Democratic Republic (GDR) quota within his cabi-
net. If this speculation is accurate, Kohl realized early on that 
to gain approval he needed to get on the united-Germany 
bandwagon. This is interesting considering that politicians 
today are still having trouble with this concept.

It is clear that at least Kohl underestimated her. His famous 
pet name for Merkel: “Mädchen” (girl) speaks volumes 
about his opinion of her. He brought her into the political 
spotlight, supported her career, but when she was powerful 
enough, she had no problem disposing of him. In 2000, she 
publicly called for his resignation in the FAZ after an embez-
zlement scandal. What seemed like a betrayal was met with 
widespread approval; only three months later Merkel was 

elected CDU (Christian Democratic Union) Chairperson. 
After such an incident, one would think that her political 
prowess was unquestionable. 

Yet, Merkel’s past is frequently presented as an obstacle she 
has to overcome. Even in the 2013 election, her opponent 
Peer Steinbrück tried to defame her through pointed re-
marks about her Eastern background. During an interview 
with the Tagesspiegel, Steinbrück made the claim that Merkel 
lacks passion for Europe because she “experienced a different 
personal and political socialization up until 1989-1990 than 
those who have experienced this European integration since 
the 1950s.” 

Steinbrück was immediately chastised from all sides of the 
political spectrum; in response, some stated that he would 
be incapable of leading a united Germany. According to Der 
Spiegel, in 2011 Helmut Schmidt also remarked along a sim-
ilar vein that “Merkel can’t give a pro-Europe speech because 
passion for Europe isn’t inherent to her.” It would seem that 
Merkel is far better at manipulating the West-dominated sys-

New Depths
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tem than the western politicians are at understanding their 
former communist bloc counterpart. Her efforts to prevent 
the Euro from going under show that she does have pro-Eu-
ropean interests at heart. The real question then becomes: 
why does her Eastern-ness make her success so unbelievable?
 
It has been twenty-three years 
since the fall of the Berlin wall, 
and the citizens of the former 
GDR are still viewed as an “oth-
er.” Recently, Der Spiegel made a 
claim that an East-West divide is 
nonexistent, but popular opinion 
would seem to prove otherwise. 
German literature, film, and tele-
vision shows still focus regular-
ly on the subject. Famous authors from East Germany are 
still writing about the reunification of Germany, the public 
broadcaster ARD’s drama Weissensee which revolves around 
the Stasi’s inner-workings, and award-winning films like 
The Lives of Others give a narrow portrayal of life within the 
GDR. These examples show that the West still views the East 
in terms of its past, not present. 
 
Unfortunately, this pop-culture obsession with commu-
nism and the Stasi means that they’re not taken seriously as 
a group. In a recent opinion piece for Der Spiegel, Alexan-
der Osang points out that “former East Germans head only 
one television network and one of the 50 companies listed 
on Germany’s blue-chip DAX index, and there are no for-
mer East Germans at the helm of any national newspapers, 
magazines or Bundesliga teams.” In 2010, a woman from the 
former East Germany won a lawsuit settlement on the basis 
that she was discriminated against by a potential employer 
because of her East German heritage. Although it was not 
specifically mentioned to her when she was denied the po-
sition, her application had a large minus sign and the word 
Ossi written on it—a slang term for “East German” that is 
often meant pejoratively.

This cultural debate underlines how the political elite choose 
to perceive the East, and as a result, underestimate Merkel’s 
political abilities. Nobody could believe that Germany had 
reached a point where someone from such a politically dif-
ferent system would be widely accepted. However, the op-
posing parties clearly miscalculated many variables, including 

the large voting population of the 
former East Germany. 
Other politicians from the East 
face similar issues. Regardless of 
their accomplishments, their ori-
gins are always a topic of discus-
sion. Usually they try to spin it as 
an asset: if it has to be a topic, let 
it be providential. Johanna Wan-
ka, Education Minister, talks 

about her experience as a socialist-resistor. In Die Zeit she 
says that in the GDR she “learned to compete with majority 
opinion” and is a stronger politician for it. Merkel claims in 
an interview with Die Welt that she is “just as convinced of 
the wisdom of democracy as on the first day [she] was al-
lowed to live in one,” while her opposition touts this late ex-
posure to democracy as inexperience. Whatever former East 
German politicians do, they feel that they have to justify their 
interest in democracy.

Merkel’s own quiet, seemingly unassuming personality is like-
ly a factor in her underestimation, but it would be a sweep-
ing generalization to characterize everyone from the former 
GDR that way. Wanka, for instance, is chic and self-confi-
dent — not characteristics that Merkel was prized for ini-
tially. It’s ironic that West Germany, a capitalist country that 
values individual freedom, is stereotyping people based on 
the society where they grew up, and in this case, a society that 
has not even existed for more than twenty years. The politi-
cal success of Angela Merkel and other former East Germans 
shows what a mistake it would be to underestimate them by 
pigeonholing them as politically inept. •

Although Merkel is often cited as the world’s 
most powerful woman, her eastern roots 

resurface when she is successful. It’s often 
suggested that she was underestimated, but 

nobody seems to know why.
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Ping-Pong Espionage

M.

After Edward Snowden’s bomb of NSA secrets shook the world in June, the attention was once again drawn to the usually 
unfelt web of spy networks that entwine the planet.  While the scandal seems to be deepening the fissures between the US 

and EU countries, such rows between Washington and Moscow have, historically, been snubbed out as soon as they flare up.

This regular game of ping-pong began in the mid-nineties, when Soviet spying rings were uncovered in several US cities (the 
biggest in New York and Chicago), as a few American agents and Soviet nationals were sent out or imprisoned by the Soviet 
Union for buying and selling military secrets. But if economical and political relations between the two powers have finally 
made progress, the foreign intelligence presence in the two countries today is said to be just as high as in the most dramatic 
years of the Cold War, according to The Telegraph and Time magazine among other sources.

Let’s take a look at what’s been going on the board of spy games of Russia and The United States. 

New Depths
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Surveillance and the Snowden Effect

Jelena	Vićić

International Politics 

In light of the recent intelligence hemorrhage of the 
National Security Agency, numerous thinkers have been 

cited on the tradeoff between security and privacy due to 
government surveillance. Their illumining quotations and 
metaphors have become commonplace in the public sphere 
since the story broke in June 2013, when Edward Snowden 
leaked top-secret information. 

The Snowden affair showed that Orwellian references to “Big 
Brother” and Benthamian panopticon – his circular prison 
allowing one observer to watch all inmates from one vantage 
point without their knowing when, immortalized in Foucault’s 
Discipline and Punish (Surveiller et punir: La naissacence de la 
Prison) are still relevant. Without a doubt, Edward Snowden was 
the harbinger of the news that no one liked hearing: the United 
States government has been systematically spying on its own 
citizens. And while the public opinion was divided between those 
who consider Snowden a traitor and those who think he is a hero, 
the American government reportedly suffered “long-lasting and 
irreversible damage to US national security” according to James 
R. Clapper, US Director of National 
Intelligence, and is undergoing 
a set of investigations ordered by 
President Barack Obama.

The most important aspect of the 
Snowden effect is that it shifted the 
issue of surveillance to the focus of 
the public and Senate debate in the 
United States and the world. While 
government surveillance has been 
more intense since 9/11, the public paid little to no attention 
to the government practices. However, in the recent years, due 
to the ever-developing information technologies, more players 
entered the surveillance game and joined the US government in 
scrutinizing its subjects. Thus, the federal government expanded 
its array of powers in order to monitor and protect its citizens, as 
well as its national security interests. 

Under the Cybersecurity, Terrorism, and Nuclear Weapons 
heading of the National Security Strategy 2013, the “ability 
to protect the American public as best as possible rests on the 
cooperation between the private sector and the government.” 

Moreover, the statement reads that the US government is 
committed to providing opportunities for private data brokers 
to share sensitive information “with the government in order to 
prevent future attacks.”

According to the BBC, materials leaked by Snowden in June 2013 
allege that the US has been conducting illegal surveillance of its 
own and foreign citizens. The scandal began to unravel on June 
5, when The Guardian published a story by Glen Greenwald, 
reporting that the NSA is compiling phone records on millions 
of Verizon customers under a top-secret court order. On the next 
day, the Washington Post and the Guardian broke the news that 
the NSA has direct access to the servers of companies such as 
Apple, Google and Microsoft via the PRISM program. In the 
days that followed, more stories alleging suspicious government 
practices were leaked to the press.

Although surveillance of society is not new as a concept, it is 
still worth addressing why surveillance is potentially bad, why it 
makes people uncomfortable, and why governments do it.

According to Merriam Webster 
dictionary, surveillance is “close 
watch kept over someone or 
something.” Ever since 9/11, 
surveillance has been made one 
of the main tactics employed to 
counter terrorism. A month and 
a half after the attacks, the US 
Congress passed the Patriot Act and 
introduced a number of changes to 
the procedure of pursuing suspected 

terrorists. According to the Concerned Citizens Against the 
Patriot Act website, the primary criticisms are that the Act is 
unconstitutional, given that it provides for government searches 
and seizures without establishing the probable cause and allows 
government to indefinitely jail citizens without a trial, allows 
for government to monitor religious and political institutions 
without suspecting criminal activity - among others. The latter 
violate the Fourth, Sixth, and First Amendments of the US 
Constitution respectively.

According to the NSA website, the agency was established with 
the mission to lead “the U.S. Government in cryptology that 

Although surveillance society is not new, it 
is still worth addressing why surveillance 
is potentially bad, why it makes people 

uncomfortable, and why governments do it.
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includes both Signals Intelligence (SIGNIT) and Information 
Assurance (IA) products and services, and enables Computer 
Network Operations in order to gain a decision advantage for 
the Nation and our allies under all circumstances.” In order 
to fulfill its mission, the NSA engages in collecting (including 
by secretive means), processing, analyzing, producing and 
disseminating SIGNIT information and data for foreign and 
counterintelligence purposes. Thus, although its means are 
clandestine, the NSA does not shy away from the fact that 
spying is part of the job.

In response to the criticism of the organization, Army General 
Keith B. Alexander, Director of NSA, said the following before 
the House of Representative Intelligence Committee, “It is much 
more important for this country that we defend this nation and 
take the beatings than it is to give up a program that would result 
in this nation being attacked.”

In the interconnected world, a state is contested not only by 
its adversaries, but also by its allies. According to the National 
Security Strategy 2013, “the United States must prepare for 
a multilateral world where, while retaining our military, 
economic, and cultural preeminence, we may be challenged 
by both our allies and adversaries.” For example, according to 
Al Jazeera, one of the Snowden leaks confirmed that the US 
and the UK spied on other countries during the 2009 G20 
meeting (in order to gain trade advantage) which proves that 

the National Security Strategy was based on practice. 
“Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and 
make it universally accessible and useful,” reads Google’s 
mission statement. As mentioned previously, Google is one 
of the companies that cooperated with the NSA through the 
PRISM program. Given that as of 2011, more than 60 percent 
of Internet users use Google for their searches, the possible 
amount of information stored on US citizens and nationals 
of those countries the US is interested in, is alarming. The 
main problem with companies that share information with the 
government, such as Google or Yahoo, is that people do not 
know exactly when they are monitored. The situation closely 
resembles Bentham’s ‘panopticon’ and it can lead to self-
censorship detrimental to any democratic society. 

“The greatest fear that I have regarding the outcome for 
America of these disclosures is that nothing will change,” said 
Snowden in his Guardian interview. Obama is attempting 
to make the NSA more accountable following the Snowden 
challenge. However, increasing NSA accountability, and thus 
more transparency can have a negative effect on the job they 
are trying to do, given that secrecy is crucial to the practices in 
which this security agency engages . In the end, one might want 
to keep in mind the perennial words of Benjamin Franklin, 
“Those who would give up essential liberty, to purchase a little 
temporary safety, deserve neither liberty nor safety.” •

The Panopticon is a type of institutional building designed by English philosopher and social theorist Jeremy Bentham 
in the late 18th century. The concept of the design is to allow a single watchman to observe (-opticon) all (pan-) 
inmates of an institution without them being able to tell whether they are being watched or not.
Wikipedia
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Metternich and the 
Austrian Intervention 

in Syria 

Andre Novellino Gouvêa

the destinies of the Christians who inhabited Syria. It was 
Metternich who would play a leading role in vying to ensure 
a safe situation for them.

The creation of a large Egyptian army and fleet required 
raising large amounts of money, so Mohammed Ali imposed 
high taxes, mandatory conscription and forced labor in 
Syria, which in turn caused a series of revolts against his rule. 
Between May and July 1840, a rebellion led by the Catholic 
Maronites erupted in Syria. Mohammed Ali made inimical 
statements and followed his words with the dislocation of an 
enormous contingent of troops to quell the rebellion. As a 
result, rumors began circulating in Europe that the Egyptian 
governor could be planning to exterminate the Maronites 
once and for all. Although it is unclear whether these rumors 
were indeed true, the situation of the Maronites was quite 
precarious, for the Druze (a religious group that is neither 
Muslim nor Christian) were helping to quell the rebellion, and 
they shared a mutual religious hatred with the Maronites. As 
such, even if Mohammed Ali had no intentions of genocide; 
the Maronites could be left in a position where the Druze 
would slaughter them.

By the end of July 1840, Metternich took the first step to 
protect the Maronites: he advised the Ottoman monarch to 
not be harsh to them, to reestablish their ancient rights and 
to allow them to be unburdened by taxes for several years. 
In one stroke, Metternich sought to protect the Christians 
living in Syria and restore the traditional authority of 
those lands, furthering both the causes of Catholicism and 
political conservatism. He sought, in his own words, to 

History is life’s teacher and this proves true yet again 
in the case of sectarianism in the Middle East. 

Understanding the past conflicts in the region can be of great 
significance when trying to make sense of the issues in it 
today, and the 2010 article by Miroslav Sedivý, published in 
the Austrian History Yearbook, sheds light on one such event 
of the Middle Eastern past: the Austrian intervention in Syria 
in 1840-1841. Analyzing this intervention can be useful for 
understanding the issues of the region today, particularly due 
to the role religious hostility played. Indeed, conflict between 
different religious groups has been a mainstay of conflicts in 
the region: not only between different religions, as in the case 
of Jews and Muslims in Israel/Palestine and of Christians and 
Muslims in Lebanon and Egypt, but also between different 
sects of the same religion, such as Sunni and Shiite Muslims.

Although Egypt began the 19th century under Ottoman 
domination, by the end of the 1830s the Egyptian governor, 
Mohammed Ali, had achieved virtual independence from 
Constantinople. He controlled not only Egypt proper, 
but also Crete, Sudan and Syria (which also included the 
territory of modern Lebanon and Israel/Palestine). In 1839, 
the Ottoman sultan Mahmud II decided to submit Egypt 
once again to his rule. That initiative, however, ended 
catastrophically for the Turkish monarch, who not only saw 
his military demolished by Mohammed Ali, but also lost his 
own life.

Most of the European great powers were afraid that this 
could result in greater instability in the Middle East and the 
Balkans. Austria, Great Britain, Prussia and Russia desired 
to see Mohammed Ali’s power restricted to Egypt itself, 
with Syria being restored to Ottoman dominion. Therefore, 
together with the Ottoman Empire, they signed an agreement 
regarding the conditions under which the conflict should 
be resolved on July 15th of 1840. Increased engagement 
of the great powers in the region led to greater interest in 
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bind the Maronites to their “legitimate sovereign and at 
the same moment to give these people guarantees of their 
further peaceful existence”. The Austrian chancellor then sent 
emissaries to the religious leader of the Maronites, promising 
them that the Turkish sultan would restore their traditional 
rights and would respect their autonomy and property, if 
they would pledge their loyalty to the Ottoman monarch and 
would aid the joint Austrian, British and Ottoman invasion 
which had been planned in efforts to retake Syria.

By the end of 1840 the military campaign to restore Turkish 
rule to Syria was successful, and the Ottoman sultan assumed 
responsibility for the well-being of the Christians in Syria of 
all three confessions (Catholics, Orthodox and Protestants). 
Metternich soon moved to oppose a 
plan by the French foreign minister, 
Guizot, to declare Jerusalem a free, 
Christian city: first, because the 
Ottoman monarch could hardly 
accept that since the city was sacred 
for Muslims as well, and secondly 
because Metternich understood 
that the probable result would 
be oppression of the Catholics in 
the city by its Orthodox inhabitants. The latter possessed 
superiority both in numbers and wealth in the city, while 
their relations with the Catholics were hostile. Guizot had 
only considered enmity from Muslims, not taking into 
account the hostility between different Christian confessions 
could be just as great, if not greater.

For similar reasons, Metternich also sought to oppose the 
Prussian plan to establish a protectorate by the great powers 
over Jerusalem, Bethlehem and Nazareth. That plan, like 
Guizot’s, had the intention of protecting Christians from 
the Muslim rule, while ignoring the fact that hostility 
between different Christian groupings was fiercer than that 
between Christians and Muslims. Metternich saw Muslim 
law as being tolerant to the Christians, and understood that 
Ottoman rule could neutralize the disputes between different 
Christian confessions. Furthermore, he desired a solution 
that will stabilize the region and shift away the focal point 
of the conflict; it was clear to him that choosing a one-sided 
course of action in favor of the Christians would most likely 
provoke strong resentment among the Muslims, and possibly 
lead to further conflict.

Despite Metternich’s efforts, the province of Syria continued 
to be a center of conflict in the long run and to attract the 
attention of the European great powers. Contrary to the 

chancellor’s wishes, Ottoman rule was not consolidated in 
the region. Nevertheless, his analysis of the situation was 
more realistic than that of many contemporary statesmen.

Metternich’s insights regarding this issue are directly relevant 
to the modern world in two main ways: first, that taking 
decisions that are too one-sided over extremely sensitive 
areas such as the city of Jerusalem and the Holy Land, 
sacred to three world religions, can lead to greater bloodshed 
and instability; and second, that enmity between different 
segments of the same religion can be equal to or greater than 
that between different religions. 

It seems likely that if a durable 
peaceful settlement is to be found 
for the Israel-Palestine issue, it will 
have to conciliate the wishes of 
Muslim and Jewish populations to 
a large degree, rather than being too 
one-sided for either of them.

As for sectarian hostility, it is 
one of the major issues of the 
current Syrian civil war; although 

it is between different Muslim sects, rather than Christian 
ones. This is pertinent specifically to the issues between the 
Alawites, an Islamic sect to which Syrian president Bashar al-
Assad belongs, and the Sunni rebels. On the 4th of August of 
2013 for instance, many Alawites were massacred by Sunni 
Islamist forces, as reported by the British news outlets the 
Guardian and the BBC.

In other Middle Eastern countries sectarian violence has 
also been an issue. In Iraq, for instance, it has been pervasive 
throughout that country’s history: not only was the country’s 
Shiite population persecuted by the government of Saddam 
Hussein (who was a Sunni), with executions of Shiite 
clergymen and the expulsion of around 100,000 Shiites 
from the country under his rule, wrote Michael Sodaro in 
Comparative Politics, but even after the toppling of that regime 
interconfessional violence still goes on in Iraq. On the 13th 
of November 2013, for example, Shiite pilgrims suffered an 
attack by a suicide bomber, as reported by the BBC. Contrary 
to what we may expect, the amount of violence in religious 
conflicts is not proportional to how different each religious 
grouping is from each other – and sectarian violence can 
sometimes be even stronger than violence between different 
religions altogether – and as such it would be a mistake 
to overlook the potential for hostility between different 
groupings of the same religion.•

Increased engagement of the great powers 
in the region led to greater interest in the 
destinies of the Christians who inhabited 

Syria. It was Metternich who would play a 
leading role in vying to ensure a safe 

situation for them.
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The number of people forced to flee their country due to 
the violent civil war between the government and the 

rebel forces in Syria is on the rise. The United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) updated the number 
of Syrian refugees to 2,202,439 - more than one million 
of whom were registered as refugees during the first five 
months of this year. The UNHCR estimated that if numbers 
continue to grow at the present rate, three million people will 
have left Syria by the end of 2013. With these skyrocketing 
figures, Syrians are the most displaced nationality on Earth 
today. Unfortunately, this analysis underreports the crisis, as 
the official numbers published by the UNHCR only refer to 
the registered refugees. According to the UNHCR website, 
unregistered refugees and about 4.5 million internally 
displaced people in Syria were not included in the study. 

Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, Iraq and Egypt host more than 99 
percent of Syrian refugees. Surprisingly, Russia is not on this 
list, despite the fact that it is a traditional Syrian ally and that 
it has the economic resources to support them. A lot has been 
said about the stand Russia took together with China, when it 
vetoed any UN action against President Bashar al-Assad. Yet, 
little has been said about the fact that Russia has not provided 
significant financial or practical assistance to Syrian refugees.

In relation to the numbers, the United Nations Office of 
Coordination of Humanitarian Aid (UN OCHA) announced 
that by September 2013, about three billion dollars had been 

International Politics 

Syrian Refugees: 
A New Peace in the Old Home 

Virginia Ottolina

donated to provide food and shelter to aid Syrian refugees. 
The United States, for example, contributed 27.9 percent 
of this sum, at $818 million, while Russia donated only 
0.6 percent of the sum, at $17.8 million. Despite the small 
amount of the monetary contribution, 2013 has marked an 
increase from Russia’s $2.5 million in 2012.   

In terms of logistic assistance, Russia granted refugee status to 
only 500 Syrians. The procedure to enter Russia and obtain 
the refugee status or any other form of legal stay permit is 
far more complicated than in other countries. Nevertheless, 
while they are waiting for their permits, asylum seekers may 
move freely within the country and start their integration 
process in the community. In addition, refugees receive 
accommodation in sanatoriums, instead of camps and tents, 
which is the case in many other countries.  

Despite the low amounts of monetary aid Russia donated 
to Syrian refugees, the Russian Republic of Adygea sets a 
positive example because it provides an environment for easier 
integration of the Syrian refugees into the local community. 
Adyge people, also called Circassians, are an ethnic group 
native to Circassia. When the Russians conquered the 
Caucasus in the 19th century, numerous Circassian families 
had to flee the Caucasus and find safety in the Ottoman 
Empire, especially after the Russian-Circassian War of 1862. 
Later on, in the 20th century, the families who settled in 
the Golan Heights region, in Syria, had to face the Israeli 

Syrian refugees have taken shelter at a makeshift tent camp set 
up for Syrian seasonal laborers in Al Qaa, Lebanon.



 Polemics | December 2013

The Cold War Issue | 15

In terms of logistic assistance, Russia 
granted  refugee status to only 500 syrians. 

On 29 July 2012, Syrian refugees were moved to Jordan’s first official tent camp on the outskirts of the northern city of Mafraq.

occupation and many fled to Damascus. After this complex 
population movement, these Circassian families are now 
back in Russia. Therefore, while fleeing Syria, their country 
of origin, they are also “coming home” to the place their 
ancestors came from, rebuilding a connection with the old 
homeland and seeking a new peace. 

For the Syrian families who have Russian roots in Circassia, 
the integration process was easier than in other parts of Russia, 
such as North Ossetia. Syrian families with roots in North 
Ossetia tried to seek asylum in the land of their ancestors, but 
were rejected. The reasons behind this rejection were more 
than likely cultural and religious. 
Most of the Syrian refugees are 
Muslim, despite being descendants 
of Ossetian origin, while the majority 
of the Ossetian population today is 
Christian or adherents to the native 
religion. Fear is the prevalent feeling 
in this circumstance; the different religion is considered an 
insurmountable obstacle for integration, leading certain 
regions of Russia to close their borders to refugees.

The Russian news outlet Russia Today recently published 
a documentary about Syrians who found refuge in the 
Republic of Adygea. It states that some refugees are eager to 
go back to their homeland, while others are happy to discover 
their old cultural roots and wish to be integrated into the 
Russian community. Many of the interviewed refugees 
are well-educated and once held high positions in Syria as 

teachers, entrepreneurs or bankers. Today they have to start 
from scratch. The skills and knowledge they have are useless 
in Russia, as there is little advantage that most of them speak 
some Adyghe, which they learned from their parents who 
were still linked to Russia and its culture. 

The UNHCR found that more than a half of the registered 
refugees are children. It is hard for them to adapt to a new 
life in Russia, especially because they do not speak Russian 
or Adyghe, the two main languages spoken in Adygea. Their 
situation is different than that of their parents’ because for 
them Russia is a completely foreign land that they do not 

have the capacity to understand. 
Despite the difficulties that these 
children encounter in the new 
land, they are in a favored position 
relative to most of other children 
who fled Syria and are currently 

living in refugee camps. These children had to leave school 
at the beginning of the conflict and have no hope to enroll 
again any time soon. 

There is still hope that these young Syrian refugees will 
become educated Russian citizens, with economic and 
social opportunities is expressed by a Syrian mother in the 
documentary: “I want for my children to live in peace, away 
from war. They will learn Russian, they will got to school and 
to university. They will  become Russian citizens and I think 
we will too, it’s a matter of time only.”•
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Syria, 1920

Syria, 1956

Syria, 20??

A Short History of Syria
by Matthew Rae

Syria, 1516
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Gezi Park: More Than a Few Trees

International Politics 

The demonstrations that took place in June 2013 at Gezi 
Park, Istanbul triggered a debate far beyond Turkey’s 

borders. In late May, the authorities began to demolish the 
green space of Gezi Park to prepare for a massive restoration 
of ancient Ottoman barracks and the construction of a 
shopping mall. However, a group of fifty people tried to 
prevent the destruction, by staging sit-ins and protesting. The 
police responded with tear gas and water cannons.
 
Erdoğan, a powerful and successful leader of an economically 
booming country, has very often been depicted as paternalistic, 
Islam-oriented and conservative whose primary concern is a 
gradual de-secularization of the ultra-secularized Anatolian 
society. However, there are facets of Gezi Park events that the 
mainstream media narration failed to address. 

The maturity of the protest and its multifaceted composition 
have been described by two witnesses, who were recently 
invited to a conference in Vienna to shed light on what the 

protests meant to the Turkish citizen and what could be the 
fruits of this extraordinary mobilization. 

The Vienna Institute for International Dialogue and 
Cooperation (VIDC) organized a public meeting with two 
protagonists of the Gezi Park mobilization in the central 
library (Hauptbucherei) on 23th October 2013. The title of 
the meeting was Gezi Park. Breakthrough into new Turkey?,  
and the speakers were Demet Dinler and Ece Kocabiçak. 
Dinler is a political scientist with a PhD from the School of 
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) of London, who has 
also cooperated with the construction workers’ trade union in 
Istanbul. Kocabiçak is a researcher at the Sociology Institute 
of Lancaster, and the head of a socialist-feminist collective 
that took part in the protests.
 
Their charisma and contagious passion were effective in 
bringing a revolutionary spark to Vienna and in heating up 
the debate with the public, a majority of whom were Viennese 

Simone Ros

An anonymous protester at Gezi Park



The Cold War Issue | 18

they should not be afraid of the government,” she said.

Kocabiçak’s contribution to the debate was less explicit, and 
was primarily based on feminist rhetoric. Nevertheless, her 
personal ideological vision of the facts was the very basis 
of her involvement in the protests. “We have said it loud: 
we are women who resist, we do not stay at home, in the 
kitchen,” Kocabiçak declared. Their main reason for action 
was the patriarchic mindset of the Turkish society, embodied 
by Erdoğan. 

Additionally, she also denounced the shortsightedness of the 
opposition: “We are between two contradictory pressures. 
They expect us to stay at home, but at the same time to be 
more active and to work more!” She did, however, recognize 

the unexpected organizational 
weakness of her own collective, but 
she finally observed, “Alone, we are 
only a solitary tree. Together we are a 
forest.”
 
One should look beyond the trees 
and the presumed bourgeois character 
of Gezi Park protest. Behind these 

legitimate post-materialistic ecological claims, a fight is going 
on about older, more traditional as well as newer values: 
equality as political citizens, economic participants, and 
between genders. Today, as in the past, the challenge is always 
the same: to find the right balance between the richness of few 
and the welfare of all. 

Workers and women, represented by the two activists, 
were just two “actors” among many others in this broader 
demonstration. Nevertheless, the message was rather clear: 
there was much more at stake, much more to defend, 
than some trees. It was above all a protest against a certain 
way to rule the country, staged by the ones who are ready 
to denounce the dark side of a rapid and uncontrollable 
economic development.•

Behind these legitimate post-material-
istic ecological claims, a fight is going 

on about older, more traditional as well 
as newer values: equality as political 
citizens, economic participants, and 

between genders.

Turks. We should not forget that in June, exactly in the same 
days, a huge pro-Erdoğan demonstration took place in our 
city that ardently supported the man who was the target of 
protester mobilization in Istanbul.

According to Dinler, the protests aren’t finished. Even though 
the park was retaken by police in June, “street Parliaments” 
have been organized in several Turkish cities in order to carry 
on the discussion in these brand-new forums. The actors have 
been incredibly heterogeneous: hardcore nationalists, anti-
capitalist Islamists and old-fashion socialists. She points out 
that one should examine the construction sector to discover 
why Gezi Park was suddenly such an important symbol.
 
The construction workers suddenly realized that they were 
completely voiceless and obliged 
to work without decent insurance, 
whereas the big companies were co-
opted by the powerful government 
network. This is the harsh reality 
that the poorest sectors of the society 
must face: even if they are part of it, 
they only marginally profit from the 
ongoing Turkish economic miracle. 
It has, without a doubt, contributed to the overall welfare 
of the society, but it has also been accompanied by a right-
leaning tendency of Erdogan’s Justice and Development Party 
(AKP). The government started to question abortion and to 
ask women to give birth to more children. At the same time, 
the urban green spaces were being erased and the political 
and economic inequality reached the peak.

Dinler tried to elucidate the mainstream narration, as it 
seemed to say that only the cultivated middle-class defended 
Gezi Park. She observed that there were many people from the 
poorest sectors of the society who had never built a barricade 
or even participated in a political demonstration in their 
whole life. This is the added value of the Gezi Park movement 
that should not be thrown away. “People understood that 

Taksim Square,Gezi Park Protests, İstanbul
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Indian Economy: 
From Emerging to Emergency

Akhil Paliath

In the spring of 2008 while the rest of the world was still 
reeling from the shenanigans of Lehman, Freddie, Stanley 

and Co., India was all smiles because high growth rates meant 
that the government could offer a generous fiscal stimulus 
to survive the downturn. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
predicted that eight percent growth would soon become 
standard for the economy. Policymakers were patting each 
other’s backs for avoiding the pitfalls of the loose and 
unregulated western markets. However, in 2013, things 
are not looking up. Between July and August, the Indian 
Rupee depreciated by more than 13 percent. The World 
Bank slashed growth forecasts from 6.1 to 4.7 percent, and 
inflation is the only indicator consistently reaching double 
digits, as reported by Reuters. 

Indian policymakers were victims of the very phenomenon 
that they had prided themselves for avoiding. During the 
economic bubble of the boom years of 2003-2007, India 
enjoyed all of the advantages of its economic liberalization. 
Companies were eager to enter the 1.2 billion strong 
consumer market, and as a result were willing to put up with 
the ineffectiveness and red tape that came along with doing 
business in India. 

Indian companies with their inherent labor advantages due to 
the number of available workers were aggressively expanding 
abroad, and thus made excellent investments for foreign 
investors. However, the worldwide economic boom obscured 
the fundamental flaws in the economy. As the financial 
recession became an economic one, the inherent weaknesses 
of the Indian economy became much harder to ignore. 
Foreign companies were forced to tighten their belts at home 
and there was little spare cash for India. The government 
failed to make sufficient investment in infrastructure or 
fiscally consolidate their finances for a rainier day, while 
endemic corruption and legendary red tape was too much for 
companies to deal with during a crushing global meltdown.

This meant that the investment flows, which traditionally 
stabilized India’s current account deficit (CAD), were missing. 
High inflation also meant that imports of gold have increased 
substantially as a hedge against inflation. Not surprisingly, 
the CAD is at an all-time high, and as a result, manufacturing 
has almost ground to a halt. According to the Indian news 
outlet Mint, HSBC’s manufacturing Purchasing Managers’ 
Index (PMI) contracted for the third month in a row in 
October 2013. High cost of inputs and wage inflation means 

International Economics
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but with a staggeringly high fiscal deficit of 10 percent, India 
can’t afford the usual populist pandering that precedes an 
election. A worsening of the deficit will push already high 
government bond yields to a level where India may soon be 
forced to return to 1991, when it could no longer afford to 
pay for import of essential goods and had to be bailed out by 
the IMF. 

All is not lost, however. Most of India’s problems are domestic 
and can thus be solved. The government must liberalize 

and reform labor markets, 
attract more investment for 
infrastructure projects and 
ensure that doing business 
in the country becomes 
easier. Austerity might be 
a good idea, as reducing 
the fiscal deficit to a more 
manageable seven percent 

would help inflation and the beleaguered rupee. Privatization 
of public sector companies could provide the required 
solution. According to Finance Minister P. Chidambaram, 
the government hopes to raise $6 billion from sales of public 
sector enterprises over the next few years. However the falling 
rupee and fierce resistance from trade unions cast doubt on the 
feasibility of this number. Taxation reform is also necessary, 
as currently only three percent of the population actually pay 
taxes. The proposed Goods and Services Tax (GST) would 
significantly improve this, but like many things, it is stuck in 
a political quagmire.

India still retains many of its natural strengths that created 
the boom in the first place, which includes a large, educated 
and inexpensive labor force. India’s market of 1.2 billion 
consumers and workers is just too big to be ignored. Not 
operating in the country means you ignore 17 percent of the 
world market. It’s the largest economy in the neighborhood 
and inexorably linked to the world economy. The growth and 
significance of the country is a testimony of the hard work 
and innovation of is population and businesses. It’s about 
time that policymakers catch up.•

that many small and medium enterprises have had to lay off 
employees. Even the traditionally strong service-based sectors 
like banking, IT and financial services are lagging because of 
the global recession. HSBC’s services PMI in September has 
been at its lowest since 2009.

The largest problem, is the near total policy paralysis at the 
center. Many necessary reforms like public land acquisition 
and an increase in foreign direct investment (FDI) limits 
were delayed for months on end. Land acquisition for 
large projects remains one 
of the biggest hurdles in 
the country and may take 
months or even years to 
accomplish. When reforms 
were announced, political 
distortions were made to 
satisfy powerful interest 
groups and compromises 
almost rendered them void. For example, the increase in 
FDI limits in multi-brand retail, is something for which 
companies like Walmart have been lobbying for years. 
However when the measure was passed, opposition parties 
forced the government to include such high local content 
requirements that Walmart actually reduced their existing 
operations, saying that investment in India with such strict 
provisions was “unfeasible.”

A slew of large corruption scandals have further eroded trust 
in the government. Top bureaucrats and prominent business 
tycoons have been indicted, but many politicians remain off 
the prosecution radar. This means that files take longer to pass 
through, approvals are slower and decision-making is non-
existent. To top it off, national elections are scheduled for 
May 2014, and early opinion polls predict a hung parliament. 
It is quickly becoming clear that no significant reform can 
take place until the elections are over and the ruling coalition 
has achieved a sizable working majority. In the meantime, 
the government keeps passing populist bills in preparation 
for the elections, according to the Mumbai think tank, the 
Gateway House. In most countries this is business as usual, 

Indian policymakers were victims of the very 
phenomenon that they had prided themselves on having 
avoided. During the economic bubble of the boom years 
of 2003-2007, India enjoyed all of the advantages of its 

previous liberalization.
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In typical Hollywood fashion, The Internship, starring Vince 
Vaughn and Owen Wilson, portrays the grueling work of 

unpaid internships as a fairy tale world of sunshine and roses.  
Billy (Vaughn) and Nick (Wilson) are salesmen who find 
themselves out of work and with no other options, and are 
forced to apply for internships at Google. These two middle-
aged men teach the young, tech-savvy millennials how to build 
a team.  As always, there is even a little romance, and in the 
end, everyone lives happily ever after.

Near the beginning of the movie there is a scene in which Billy 
and Nick contemplate their options. “I feel like our whole 
generation is sheep that has been sold a bad bill of goods… 
our generation was told that you go to college, get a job, you 
get a mortgage,” Billy says. “Here we did everything we were 
suppose to and where is our thanks? Nothing.” It seems as if 
this extreme self-absorption plagues not just the millennial 
generation.  Today, the older generation of Billy and Nick 
characterize the young tech-savvy youth as self-absorbed, 
naive, entitled children. Judith Warner of the New York Times 
has summarized how Generation Y is viewed as a group of 
“entitled whiners who have been spoiled by parents who over 
stoked their self-esteem.”

The millennials, however, are encountering something unique: 
the institutionalization of free labor. The number of firms, 
governments and NGOs offering unpaid internships has risen 
drastically over the past decade. According to the National 
Association of Colleges and Employers the number of college 
grads in internships, both paid and unpaid, increased by 43 
percent since 1992. According to Ella Delany of the New York 
Times, within France and Germany alone, an estimated 1.5 
million people complete an internship each year. 

A recent survey conducted by the European Youth Forum 
attempted to collect some statistical data on this growing field 
of employment. The study found that 64 percent of interns are 
between the ages of 21 and 25, while 65 percent of all interns 
who took part in the study are underpaid.  In fact, the European 

Internships: Indentured Servitude or the First 
Step to Launching a Career?

Matthew Rae

Youth Forum found that only five percent of internships in 
Europe are paid enough to support day-to-day living. This 
report is significant because it sheds light on a section of the 
labor market where little statistical data currently exists.

There is no legal definition of an internship, which may explain 
why opinions on what an intern’s job description should entail 
are so diffuse. According to Lindsay Coker, a lawyer, in an 
article in Employees Relations Law Journal, the United States 
has attempted to regulate certain aspects of unpaid internships 
with limited success. The Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) 
requires that all nonexempt employees receive minimum wage 
and overtime pay. The question that emerges is whether an 
unpaid intern is considered an employee of the firm. 

The US Department of Labor has established six factors 
to determine whether an intern should be considered an 
employee. These six factors are as follows; training provided 
for the intern is similar to that given in a vocational school, 
and training is for the benefit of the trainee, the interns are 
not to displace regular employees, the employer is to derive 
no immediate benefit from the intern, trainees are not entitled 
to a job at the conclusion of their internship, and both parties 
understand that trainees are not entitled to wages for the time 
spent in training.  These six factors demonstrate that the US 
Department of Labor views internships as long traineeships.   

The most important factor for this debate is how to determine 
whether the intern is an immediate benefit to the employer. 
Recent legal victories, such as the Black Swan case, are 
beginning to establish the precedent that unpaid interns should 
not help with the employer’s day-to-day tasks, but be purely 
for teaching purposes, according to Lindsay Coker.  This past 
June, a New York federal judge ruled that the Fox unit had 
violated minimum wage laws by not paying interns on the 
set of the film Black Swan. As Andrew Coyne wrote in the 
National Post, the Black Swan ruling may be viewed as one of 
these recent victories. In this instance a Federal District Court 
judge in Manhattan ruled that unpaid production interns 

Profile
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The millennials, however, 
encounter something unique— the 
institutionalization of free labor.

were essentially regular employees, and therefore entitled 
to minimum wage. The Black Swan case may illustrate an 
emerging legal opinion, but the reality seems to be different. 

At an institution such as the Diplomatic Academy there are 
plenty of students who have done internships, especially 
unpaid ones. Of the small sample of students interviewed, 
most of them had a positive view of their experience. The 
majority of the internships centered on managing databases, 
answering emails, and assisting in conference planning, 
which is nothing as extravagant as a Google internship. 

Despite the fact that most students felt the internship 
benefited them in some small manner, they still had issues 
with the current process. One student raised the important 
issue that “to accomplish your career goals today you have to 
do an internship; on some level you do not have a choice.” The 
same student also questioned how she would be able to afford 
to complete an unpaid internship and get the experience. 
She said, “It is becoming a social 
problem.” 

The European Youth Forum 
report also outlined the growing 
issue associated with unpaid 
internships.  It found that 49 
percent of all interns are financially dependent on parental 
support. The same report argues that “the chances for young 
people to achieve autonomy and lead stable and fulfilling 
lives is significantly reduced,” because they are increasingly 
dependent on their parents. This is an option for students 
whose parents who have the financial means to support 
them during an internship.  If a university student, or recent 
graduate, comes from a low-income family this potential 
source of income may not be available to them. 

There is a social aspect to this debate over unpaid internships. 
As demonstrated in the European Youth Forum report, many 
students with internships rely on parental support. However, 
a student from a low income family will not have access to 
this financial safety net. There may be a role for some form 
of government grants in these instances.  Or there can be an 
examination of the education students are receiving.

Unpaid and underpaid internships are seen as investments by 
students. Coyne elaborates on this potential investment. The 
on-the-job training the employer is supposed to provide is 

equivalent to a stock investment without dividends, but with 
the promise of huge capital gains in the future. This was a theme 
brought out in the interviews conducted among students.  

The students that found their internship experience positive 
all acknowledge an important component. One student 
stated that “even though it was unpaid there was definitely an 
exchange of knowledge for the intern’s time.” This exchange 
of knowledge could be viewed as a form of compensation and 
a potential investment in their future careers.

Even if the experience was negative, the students interviewed 
seemed to gain something from their respective internships. 
Nick Krol, a student at the Diplomatic Academy, said “it gave 
him an idea what he did not want to do for a career, which 
was sitting in an office managing a database.” Despite forgoing 
another lower skilled, paid job, and assuming more debt, Krol 
was able to determine a certain sector was not for him, and 
avoided wasting the company’s money and his time figuring this 

out through an entry-level position.

One of the first things many of 
the Western countries should do 
is at least legally define what an 
internship is, and in the process, 
define the boundaries of unpaid 

and paid contracts to help protect those who are lowest on 
the professional run. However, it may be unwise to force 
companies to pay their interns. It could lead to a reduction 
in internships opportunities, because organizations will cut 
these positions in an attempt to cut costs, Deborah L. Jacobs 
wrote in her article “Unpaid Intern Lawsuits May Reduce Job 
Opportunities,” for Forbes.  However, for those internships 
that are unpaid, there needs to be a clear demonstration that 
there is an exchange of knowledge and time that benefits the 
student and the employer. 

The report commission by the European Youth Forum 
also raised the issue of whether educational institutions are 
neglecting their responsibility to prepare students for the labor 
market. This is an important question, especially when more 
and more students are pursuing these internships in attempt to 
gain the particle skills not taught in school. Not all of our lives 
will end as The Internship did with plush jobs at Google. There 
needs to be a serious examination by governments, industry 
leaders, and educational institutions regarding the growing 
field of unpaid internships. •
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The Millennials Strike Back

Kaleb Warnock

to Burstein, because of this shift into the information age in 
which the world economy, the dissemination of knowledge and 
politics are computerized, millennials are uniquely innovative 
in pursuing social change and rebuilding societal values. 

“I really wanted to get inside my generation and tell a story 
that I thought would resonate with people,” Burstein said. 
“The best way to understand a generation is to actually talk to 
people, and that’s the real barometer of trying to understand 
us. Twenty years from now, people can look back and do their 
analysis and see what this time period really meant.”

Through his research and workshops he’s held in Europe and 
Asia, Burstein found out what most people already knew: 
millennials are approaching political action and their social 
agenda organically, using a unique combination of idealism 
and pragmatism - making full use of new technologies as a 
means toward mass empowerment.

“You’re not like bloomers who are ideologues and tend to 
listen only to those who share their ideology,” says historian 
Natalie Davis, whom Burstein cites in his book. “You are 
seen as being inclusive when it comes to race, ethnicity and 
sexual orientation. … You want to build coalitions… You are 
networked, and you tweet. And most importantly, for our 
time, you are problem-solvers.”

Contemporary issues are providing a bridge between 
millennials across the globe, 
as movements, ideas, and by 
extension, values now zip 
between peoples, facilitated 
through new technologies like 
social media. For example, he 
feels that much of the success 
of the Arab Spring protests was 

due to the advent of tools like Twitter, which, when used 
pragmatically, can be used as a large-scale organizational and 
communication platform.

“Tahrir square was driven by a number of things,” Burstein 
said. “One of the things I believe it was driven by was that 
young people had access to technology and the Internet to 
not just organize, but also to understand what life was like for 
young people in other parts of the world.”

Burstein just wrote a book about defending the “Millennials” 
and their potential. Essentially, young people rule!

If you’re twenty-something, chances are you’re selfish, self-
obsessed and disinclined to keep abreast of contemporary 

politics, world news or any form of intelligent culture - 
according to many social commentators. Entitled the Me 
Me Me Generation, millennials, or those born in the late ‘80s 
and early ‘90s, are perceived overwhelmingly negatively by 
bloggers, journalists and even academics. 

“It isn’t enough to say these young people are uninterested 
in world realities ... they are actively cut off from them,” says 
Mark Bauerlein, who authored, The Dumbest Generation: 
How the Digital Age Stupefies Young Americans and Jeopardizes 
Our Future (Or, Don’t Trust Anyone Under 30.) 

The title of the book speaks for itself.  

“Each day the information [millennials] receive and the 
interaction they have must be so local or so superficial that 
the facts of government, foreign and domestic affairs... never 
slip through,” Bauerlein continues. 

However, David Burstein, a 24-year-old millennial and 
director of a youth voter engagement organization is out to 
prove something of the millennial generation. Millennials 
are being perceived unduly negatively, he says, and contempt 
from elder generations could diminish what potential 
millennials have garnered with their numerous, albeit subtle, 
accomplishments. 

“I started from the standpoint 
that I was frustrated with the 
way the story of young people 
is being told,” he said in an 
interview with Polemics. “What 
I think makes this generation 
really unique is that it’s the only 
generation that has come of age straddling the line before and 
after this paradigm shift into the fast-paced world in which 
change is the only constant.”

Burstein thinks that everything over the next 40 or 50 years 
will be an outgrowth of the moment in which this generation 
has come of age. Just like those born during the technological 
revolution of the 1890s, it will be a generation defined by an 
age of unprecedented technological advancement. According 

Profile

Millennials are leading new political actions with a 
unique mixture of idealism and pragmatism.
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However, it isn’t just social media that are pushing young 
people. Millennials are, by nature, socially responsible. 
Burstein cites Bernd Beetz, CEO of the global fragrance 
company, Coty, who says it’s essential to “keep your brand 
in the zeitgeist of this generation,” and realized that social 
responsibility, authenticity and transparency are essential in 
maintaining a customer base. Younger, ethically demanding 
consumers are much more critical of community leaders, 
politicians and corporations, and are holding them 
increasingly more responsible to addressing their feedback.

Young people are starting more NGOs and businesses by 
approaching issues through project-based solutions, and 
focusing more on values rather than financial success. In his 
book, Burstein says that young people want to work for more 
socially-responsible companies and cites a study conducted 
by Clark University that found that 85 percent of millennials 
were willing to take a lower-paying job where they felt they 
could have a social impact over a higher-paying job where 
they couldn’t.

Burstein’s favorite examples of altruistic young individuals 
included Facebook founder, Mark Zuckerberg, the United 
States’ second largest philanthropist, and Blake Mycoskie, 
founder of TOM’S Shoes, a company donates one pair of shoes 
to a developing country for every pair of shoes purchased. 

However, social entrepreneurship certainly isn’t limited to the 
United States. For example, Swedish inventor-entrepreneurs, 
Anna Haupt and Terese Alstin have revolutionized bicycle 
travel through their invention of the Hövding airbag for 
cyclists. It’s their hope that they will not only revolutionize 
bicycle safety by encouraging people to wear their helmet, 
but see that bicycles will continue to replace the automobile.

“So much is happening in urban cycling,” Anna Haupt said in a 
promotional video. “Cars are so yesterday, bikes are the future.”

What began as a master’s thesis evolved into more than seven 
years of developing an invisible (and quite fashionable) bicycle 
safety system that is worn around the neck like a scarf. The 
Hövding is designed to inflate like an airbag around the wearer’s 
head in the event of the collision, utilizing sophisticated 
sensors and recording them on a black box so information can 
be gathered on accidents in which it is deployed. 

“People wonder how girls could invent something this 
technical,” said Alstin, who is also proud to announce that 
they have raised more than $10 million in venture capital. 
“If people say it’s impossible, we have to prove them wrong.”

These young women are just one case among many others of 
which Burstein explores in detail in his book. Perhaps it may 
be too soon to write off this generation.

Overall, Burstein feels social and political issues are systemic 
issues, but in the long term, it is up to young people all over 
the world to step into more traditional leadership roles as 
well. Although many millennials are graduating laden with 
debt and into the worst job market for college graduates in 
decades, he is confident and encouraged by the optimism he 
has observed in his peers. 

“I think one of the things I’ve been fascinated by, despite all 
of the economic depression this generation faces, the levels of 
optimism in people of this generation is really high.”•

David D. Burstein
Fast Future: How the Millennial Generation is Shaping our 
World
Beacon Press; 2013; 240 pages. $25.95; 
ISBN: 978-0807044698
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Book Review

“Gentlemen, Shall we Join the Ladies?” 

Jan Willem Scholten

Thatcher’s voice and her politics still resonate, both within 
Britain and farther afield. This became clear earlier this 

year when the news of Lady Thatcher’s death in a London 
hotel was followed by stormy debates over her meaning and 
legacy. Much of what is written about her therefore focuses 
on the controversies brought about by her political program 
and style. 

Charles Moore, however, goes beyond the political in this 
monumental work, and devotes considerable attention to 
Mrs. Thatcher’s pre-political life in wartime and post-war 
austere England. Thatcher’s background as the daughter 
of Alderman Alfred Roberts, 
grocer from the provincial town 
of Grantham, has always played 
an important role in evaluations 
of her, and Moore’s account is no 
exception. Breaking through social 
barriers forms one of the major 
themes of the first part of the book. 

Via her degree in chemistry at the 
University of Oxford and her short pre-political careers as 
a laboratory technician and  a barrister, Thatcher became a 
Member of Parliament for the district of Finchley in North 
London in 1959, after several earlier unsuccessful attempts 
to be elected. 

In retrospect, her road to the top was not without significant 
obstacles. The Conservative Party she entered in the 1950s 
was a bastion of male, and often aristocratic, ‘grandees’, which 
it was difficult for a woman to break into. Only through a 
prolonged and determined attempt could Thatcher transform 
her modest background into a successful parliamentary 
candidacy. The spirit of the times when she entered politics is 
illustrated by the fact that her husband Denis was not present 
at the birth of the couple’s twins in 1953, attending a test 
cricket match at the Oval instead.

Nonetheless, Thatcher’s background was also her biggest 
political strength. Within the Party, her ambitions were, to 
a certain extent, underestimated by the grandees of the old 
order. Combined with her relentless energy for parliamentary 
work, this led to Thatcher attaining the post of Education 
Secretary-labeled “a woman’s thing”, by Ted Heath-
relatively quickly in 1970. After Thatcher dethroned Heath 
as party leader in 1975, he would be resentful of her for the 
rest of his life, and sometimes show active hostility in public.

Following her election as party leader in February 1975, she 
faced the gargantuan task of mobilizing and revitalizing the 

Tories to accept and support her 
vision for a new Britain. For the 
new leader, the future was far from 
certain: the Conservative Party 
was certainly not unreservedly 
Thatcherite from the start, and 
many of its grandees did not feel 
at home with the radical and 
uncompromising ideas of their 
boss. Henry Kissinger, writes 
Moore, opined in 1975 that he 

thought Thatcher would not last until the end of the decade 
as leader of the Conservatives.  

However, the crisis of the Labour government of 1978, 
known as the ‘Winter of Discontent’, enabled Thatcher’s 
party to obtain electoral victory in 1979. Thatcher’s program 
is well-known: curb the ever-continuing inflation of sterling, 
and foster economic recovery by attacking the entrenched 
position of the trade unions. 

In practice, however, the application of these ideas proved 
difficult. Moore describes the deliberations within her first 
cabinet in detail. One of the key players is Geoffrey Howe, 
who, as Chancellor of the Exchequer, became the tapestry 
master of Thatcherite economic policy. Her cabinet was often 
fundamentally divided, and the first signs of a structural 

The spirit of the times when she entered 
politics is illustrated by the fact that her 

husband Denis was not present at the birth 
of the couple’s twins in 1953, attending a test 

cricket match at the Oval instead.

In a book rich in detail and grounded on the mastery of a wide variety of sources, Daily Telegraph journalist 
Charles Moore unravels the road to the top of Great Britain’s first  female Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher. 
The first volume of the Iron Lady’s long-expected biography, titled Not for Turning, has been published fol-
lowing her passing away in April 2013. 
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factional division between ‘wets’ and ‘dries’ was visible from 
the start. Some of the most outspoken critics were neutralized 
in the first cabinet reshuffle of September 1981, but this did 
not quell opposition. As 1981 drew to a close, an increasing 
chorus of commentators was openly doubting the wisdom of 
Thatcher’s politics. 

Then, however, almost as a deus ex machina, the April 1982 
Argentine invasion of the Falklands – the apotheosis of the 
book – occured. This event proved to be the definitive turning 
point for Mrs. Thatcher’s political fortunes; her approval 
ratings soared following British defeat of the Argentinians.

To a certain extent, Moore’s narrative confirms the existing 
images of Thatcher: he highlights her disdain for political 
compromise, her strong anti-communism (which also 
commits her to a certain enthusiasm for the European 
Community) and her warm trans-Atlantic bond with the 
United States. 

However, the book also contains more surprising elements. 
Moore emphasizes the influence the wartime ‘community 
spirit’ had on Thatcher’s worldview. Her romantic belief 
in Britain as an imperial world power, and her strong will 
to do whatever it took to stop its decline, are highlighted 
as well. Secondly, Moore makes clear that the centrality of 
the concepts of individual responsibility and economic self-
sufficiency were fostered by Thatcher’s strong Christian faith. 
“No-one would remember the Good Samaritan if he’d only 
had good intentions; he had money as well,” as she famously 

illustrated this in a 1980 television interview. Thirdly, her 
belief in the strength of family bonds is brought to the fore 
– although her career did not always allow her to devote as 
much attention to her own family as she may have wished for.

A last interesting nuance brought up by Moore concerns her 
relationship with Ronald Reagan, which was not always as 
unreservedly positive as conventional analysis has it. Thatcher 
was sometimes disappointed by what she considered the 
poor preparation or superficial intellectual engagement of 
the president. Moreover, sometimes Britain’s and America’s 
interests simply clashed. This showed most clearly during the 
Falklands War, during which a significant pro-Argentinian 
faction in the State Department attempted to convince 
Reagan to withdraw his support for Mrs. Thatcher. 

Nonetheless, the end of the Falklands War brought Thatcher 
to the height of her popularity in Britain. After a dinner at 
No. 10 Downing Street with her cabinet and generals to 
mark the end of the war, a dinner where she was the only 
woman present, Margaret Thatcher could therefore exclaim 
with pride: “Gentlemen, shall we join the ladies?” It was, 
perhaps, the happiest moment of her life.•

Charles Moore 
Margaret Thatcher: The Authorized Biography. Volume One: 
Not For Turning 
London: Allen Lane, 2013; 859 pages. £30,00; 
ISBN: 978-0-713-99282-3

Margaret Thatcher, the only woman in the room, in talks with Ronald Reagan at the White House in 
February 1981.
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zu fördern, die Gleichwertigkeit von Diplomen und 
Abschlüssen zu gewährleisten, die Zusammenarbeit in der 
Forschung zu verstärken und gezielt den Austausch von 
Schülern, Studenten, jungen Arbeitern und Wissenschaftlern 
zu fördern.

Das Zustandekommen des Vertrags war keineswegs 
ein Selbstläufer, da sich die zentralen Figuren Konrad 
Adenauer und Charles de Gaulles zu Beginn noch mit 
viel Misstrauen begegneten. Divergierende Ideen sorgten 
mehrfach für Spannungen zwischen den Parteien, denn 
während Deutschland unter Adenauer eine starke Bindung 
an die USA befürwortete, war de Gaulles eher von der 
Idee einer Emanzipation der USA besessen und wollte 
Europa als eigenständige Macht etablieren, welches 
er zudem, im Gegensatz zu Adenauer im Sinne eines 
„Europas der Vaterländer“, ohne supranationalen Charakter 
implementieren wollte. Die Bedrohungsperzeption aus dem 
Osten und die kurzzeitige Verschlechterung der deutsch-
amerikanischen Beziehungen im Kontext der McNamara 
Doktrin brachten die zwei Nachbarstaaten schließlich doch 
auf einen gemeinsamen Pfad, sodass sich beide letztendlich 
für eine politische Union Europas und eine starke deutsch-
französische Achse aussprachen. Allerdings verhinderte der 
Deutsche Bundestag bei der Ratifizierung am 15. Juni 1963 
die von de Gaulle gewünschte Emanzipation, da er dem 
Vertragswerk eine Präambel voranstellte, welche die engen 
politischen, wirtschaftlichen und verteidigungspolitischen 

50 Jahre Élysée Vertrag, Die 
Deutsch-Französischen Beziehungen – 

Damals und Heute

1963-2013 Beziehungen zwischen Frankreich und Deutschland, Heute und Früher. 

Daniel Reinhardt

Am 22. Jänner dieses Jahres feierten Deutschland und 
Frankreich das fünfzigste Jubiläum der gemeinsamen 

Erklärung über die deutsch-französische Zusammenarbeit 
sowie die Unterzeichnung des Élysée-Vertrags 1963. Dieses 
Dokument besiegelte die Versöhnung und Beendigung 
der Jahrhunderte andauernden Rivalität zwischen beiden 
Nationen, band die einstigen Kriegsgegner in eine formelle 
Solidarität und Freundschaft und legte ihren gemeinsamen 
Willen zur Zusammenarbeit für ein vereinigtes Europa 
dar. Obwohl bereits im vorherigen Jahrzehnt mit der 
Unterzeichnung und dem Inkrafttreten des EGKS 
Vertrags und später der Römischen Verträge sowie der 
Implementierung der Europäischen Freihandelszone der 
Grundstein für eine gemeinsamen Kooperation gelegt wurde, 
stellte der Élysée-Vertrag die Zusammenarbeit der beiden 
Staaten auf eine wesentlich breitere Basis.

Der Vertrag verpflichtete die Regierungschefs und 
Ressortchefs für äußere Angelegenheiten, Verteidigung 
sowie Erziehungs- und Jugendfragen regelmäßig 
zusammenzutreffen und ihre Politiken -besonders jene, 
welche gemeinsame Interessen verfolgen - gemeinsam zu 
koordinieren. Der Bereich Erziehungs- und Jugendfragen 
hat dabei eine zentrale Rolle gespielt, weil er dem Ziel diente 
nicht nur die politischen Entscheidungsträger sondern auch 
die Gesellschaften enger miteinander zu verflechten. Dies 
umfasste die Sprache des jeweils anderen Staates im eigenen 
Land besonders innerhalb der Schul- und Hochschulbildung 

Relations│ internationale(s)│ Beziehungen

Paris, Unterzeichnung Elysée-Vertrag, 1963
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Beziehungen mit den USA und der NATO bekräftigte 
und damit den Spielraum von Adenauer und de Gaulle 
entscheidend einschränkte. Bis zum Ende von de Gaulles’ 
Amtszeit tauchten daher immer wieder Spannungen zwischen 
den neuen „Freunden“ auf.

Doch wie steht es nun heute um die Beziehungen der beiden 
Staaten? Seit dem Élysée-Vertrag besteht zwischen den beiden 
Ländern eine sehr intensive 
freundschaftliche Verbindung, 
die ersten Auslandsbesuche 
neu gewählter Staats- oder 
Regierungschefs führten 
bisher in der Regel traditionell 
in das jeweils andere Land.  
Sie sind zum einen ihre jeweils 
wichtigsten Handelspartner 
und damit wirtschaftlich 
stark miteinander verflochten, 
zum anderen aber auch 
große Konkurrenten. 
Weiterhin gelten sie 
gemeinsam als „Motor der 
politischen Integration“ 
in Europa. Man muss die 
Beziehungen gewissermaßen 
als „Wechselbad von Weihestunden und Widerspruch“ 
verstehen, da die Meinungen und Politiken manchmal stark 
konvergieren und an anderen Stellen ebenso divergieren, 
die Kompromissbereitschaft im Allgemeinen allerdings sehr 
hoch ist. 

So trugen beispielsweise die deutsche Bundeskanzlerin 
Angela Merkel und der damals eben erst neugewählte 
französische Präsident Nicolas Sarkozy, welche später im 
Duo durch ihre enge Kooperation 
vor allem innerhalb der EU gerne 
als „Merkozy“ bezeichnet wurden, 
gemeinsam höchste Verantwortung 
für das Zustandekommen der 
EU-Reform 2007. Dieser Erfolg 
prägte das Verhältnis der beiden 
Staats- und Regierungschefs 
nachhaltig, wodurch sie in den Folgejahren stets bemüht 
waren durch Kompromisse gemeinsam Ergebnisse innerhalb 
der EU zu erzielen. Dies wurde spätestens mit dem Ausbruch 
der globalen Finanz- und Wirtschaftskrise notwendig, ebenso 
wie in der resultierenden Krise innerhalb der Eurozone. Hier 
gingen die Meinungen wie mit der Finanzkrise umgegangen 
werden solle zunächst weit auseinander: während Sarkozy von 
Beginn an auf Stützungsmaßnahmen durch die EU drängte, 
agierte die deutsche Kanzlerin eher zögerlich und setzte auf 

Deutschland und Frankreich gelten als 
„Motor der politischen Integration“ in Europa, 

ihre Beziehungen sind aber gewissermaßen 
als „Wechselbad von Weihestunden und 

Widerspruch“ zu verstehen.

nationale Interventionsmaßnahmen. Dennoch konnte im 
EU-Kreis unter der Ratspräsidentschaft von Sarkozy ein 
milliardenschweres Konjunkturprogramm verabschiedet 
werden, welchem eine intensive deutsch-französische 
Koordinierung voranging. Auch in der folgenden Krise 
des Euroraums war das deutsch-französische Tandem der 
zentrale Akteur, jedoch lagen auch hier wiederum zu Beginn 
unterschiedliche Rollenverständnisse und Vorstellungen für 

zu ergreifende Maßnahmen 
vor. Doch auch diesmal gelang 
es im Oktober 2010 die 
Differenzen aus dem Weg zu 
räumen und eine gemeinsame 
Position für die Reform des 
Stabiltätspakts und für die 
Errichtung eines dauerhaften 
Euro-Rettungsschirms auf 
den Weg zu bringen. 

Mit der Amtsübernahme des 
französischen sozialistischen 
Präsidenten Hollande 
haben sich die Beziehungen 
zwischen Deutschland 
und Frankreich ein wenig 
abgekühlt. Dies ist zweifelsfrei 

den unterschiedlichen politischen Paradigmen der beiden 
Staats- und Regierungschefs geschuldet, weshalb Merkel 
auch Sarkozy in seinem Wahlkampf gegen Hollande 
unterstützte. Dennoch sind auf gesellschaftlicher Ebene die 
Beziehungen lebendig wie nie: In den vergangenen Jahren 
wurden zunehmend deutsch-französische Studiengänge und 
Kooperationsprogramme etabliert, weiterhin erfreut sich 
der deutsch-französische Kultursender Arte im deutschen 
und französischen Fernsehen größter Beliebtheit und 

wurde bereits mehrfach mit 
diversen Preisen ausgezeichnet. 
Frankreich bleibt weiterhin auch 
eines der wichtigsten Reiseziele 
der Deutschen, während auch 
Deutschland für französische 
Urlauber in den vergangenen 
Jahren zunehmend attraktiver 

wurde. Besonders beliebt waren dabei die sogenannten drei 
„B“: Bayern, Baden-Württemberg und die Szenemetropole 
Berlin. Die Freundschaft zwischen Deutschland und 
Frankreich ist in den vergangen fünfzig Jahren gereift und hat 
mittlerweile nahezu alle gesellschaftlichen Felder gekreuzt, es 
bleibt zu hoffen das auch auf höchster politischer Ebene die 
unterschiedlichen Perspektiven kein Hindernis für die enge 
Zusammenarbeit darstellen, denn diese ist während der noch 
immer angespannten Lage in der Eurozone wichtiger denn je.•
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France - Allemagne : 50 ans de “Je 
t’aime, moi non plus”

Traité de l’Elysée : Amis pour la vie ? 

Anne-Sophie Veyrier

Les Français aiment bien se moquer de leurs voisins, c’est 
un fait. Les Belges, les Anglais, les Suisses, tout le monde 

en prend pour son grade. Mais il est un voisin dont on aime 
aussi rire dans l’Hexagone : le voisin Germain. Pour faire une 
bonne comédie, ajouter un personnage comique d’origine 
allemande à l’accent prononcé a longtemps été l’ingrédient du 
succès. Souvenons-nous de Jacques Villeret, dans le rôle d’un 
maréchal allemand particulièrement féroce, chantant gaiement 
« Che n’ai pas chanché » (comprendre : « Je n’ai pas changé », le 
tube de Julio Iglesias) dans Papy fait de la Résistance (Jean-Marie 
Poiré, 1983). Ce penchant comique est révélateur des relations 
franco-allemandes : si les Etats collaborent activement depuis 
la signature du Traité de l’Elysée en 1963, le rapprochement 
des peuples n’est pas encore complètement acquis.

Joyeux anniversaire donc à nos relations amicales avec 
l’Allemagne ; les deux pays ont de quoi être fiers car, si la 
situation politique et économique de 2013 n’a rien de commun 
avec celle de 1963, la bonne entente entre les intéressés n’a pas 
faibli en 50 ans. Il faut dire qu’au lendemain de la Seconde 
Guerre mondiale, le rapprochement franco-allemand s’impose 
comme une nécessité. S’il y a bien une leçon que les deux Etats 
ont retenu de 1871 et 1918, c’est qu’afin d’établir une paix 
durable, il leur faut faire table rase du passé et se mettre sur 
un pied d’égalité. Pour la France comme pour la République 
Fédérale d’Allemagne (RFA), le Traité de l’Elysée est un moyen 

de se positionner dans un contexte de guerre froide et de 
s’assurer des intentions pacifiques du voisin. Du côté français, 
une bonne entente avec l’Allemagne de l’Ouest avait aussi une 
signification stratégique cruciale : faire barrière contre l’Union 
Soviétique, en s’assurant que la RFA garde des intérêts à l’ouest. 
D’une certaine manière, les relations franco-allemandes ont 
bénéficié de ce contexte tendu : lorsqu’en 1969 le chancelier 
ouest-allemand Willy Brandt annonce l’Ostpolitik, Pompidou 
insiste sur les fondements de l’amitié franco-allemande, et 
propose la création de lycées franco-allemands. Les peurs et 
les clivages de la guerre froide favorisent le rapprochement et 
l’amitié entre les deux anciens belligérants.
 
Loin de sombrer dans l’obsolescence avec la fin de la guerre 
froide et la réunification de l’Allemagne, le Traité de l’Elysée 
est reconfirmé sous Helmut Kohl et François Mitterrand, 
et le chemin vers Maastricht débute. Plus récemment, les 
premiers voyages effectués par Nicolas Sarkozy et François 
Hollande à la suite de leur élection ont été Berlin. L’amitié 
franco-allemande, que l’on aurait pu croire conditionnée par 
la guerre froide, s’est développée tant et si bien qu’elle a pu 
s’affranchir du contexte géopolitique qui l’a vu naître.  Sur 
le plan politique et économique donc, le Traité de l’Elysée 
a fonctionné mieux que n’auraient pu l’espérer de Gaulle et 
Adenauer. Il a contribué à la création d’une interdépendance 
politique et économique entre les deux anciens ennemis, 

Relations│ internationale(s)│ Beziehungen
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rendant ainsi toute velléité belliqueuse improbable, pour 
ne pas dire impossible. Mais qu’en est-il de cette « amitié 
franco-allemande » qu’il se proposait d’instaurer ? Si l’amitié 
entre les Etats est acquise, l’entente entre les peuples est un autre 
problème.

La France et l’Allemagne partagent 
des intérêts communs : économiques 
et politiques au niveau des Etats, 
culturels au niveau des citoyens. Ce 
n’est pas un hasard si, en France, 
l’allemand fait partie des trois langues étrangères enseignées 
au collège (avec l’anglais et l’espagnol). Il n’est pas rare non 
plus de voir un film allemand à l’affiche des cinémas français ; 
BMW fait toujours rêver les amateurs d’automobile. Et oui, les 
Français comme les Allemands 
blaguent volontiers les uns sur 
les autres. Et c’est peut-être là 
un signe de ce que remarque 
très justement Michel Tournier, 
écrivain français ayant passé une 
partie de sa vie en Allemagne 
: « Les Français estiment les 
Allemands mais ne les aiment 
pas ; les Allemands aiment les 
Français mais ne les estiment 
pas ».

Ce qui rapproche ces deux 
peuples, plus que de l’amitié, 
c’est un intérêt mutuel. La 
rive gauche du Rhin admire 
la réussite économique de 
l’Allemagne et tout ce qu’elle 
peut produire, mais pour autant 
ne se sent pas proche de ce peuple 
pourtant voisin. L’Allemagne, 
mis à part Berlin, n’est pas une 
destination de vacances très 
prisée en France et, lorsqu’ils 
doivent choisir entre apprendre 
l’allemand ou l’espagnol, la plupart des collégiens privilégient 
l’espagnol. De plus, si les Français admettent volontiers se 
sentir culturellement proches de leurs voisins espagnols 
ou italiens, on ne peut pas en dire autant de l’outre-Rhin. 
La France admire l’Allemagne, certes, mais n’est pas pour 
autant prête à se laisser dominer. En témoigne l’indignation 

qu’avait suscité en 2011 un spot publicitaire d’Opel tourné 
entièrement en allemand, avec des sous-titres en français. On 
y voyait un vendeur vanter les mérites de l’Opel Corsa, la 

voix off expliquant à la fin : « Pas 
besoin de parler allemand pour 
comprendre que c’est une bonne 
voiture ». D’un point de vue 
français, rien de plus exaspérant 
que de se faire expliquer dans une 
langue étrangère la supériorité 
du voisin – surtout au vu du 

déclin de l’industrie automobile française, et de la tendance 
bien française à protéger jalousement la langue de tout 
vocabulaire étranger. Le constructeur Renault avait alors 
répliqué avec humour, en tournant une parodie. On y voyait 

le même vendeur expliquer 
dans un mélange de français 
et d’allemand – avec un accent 
bien de chez nous – les mérites 
de la berline Mégane. Le slogan ? 
« La qualité version française ». 
Un succès médiatique, sur une 
recette mêlée d’autodérision et 
de chauvinisme. Et un message 
bien clair : si les Français 
n’ont rien contre les produits 
allemands, ces derniers doivent 
adapter leur communication.

Et pourtant, nous partageons, 
dans une certaine mesure, une 
culture commune. Qu’est-ce 
donc qui empêche les Français 
et les Allemands de se sentir 
proches les uns des autres ? 
Peut-être le fait de disposer 
de codes culturels différents ; 
rien qui ne puisse être changé 

donc, surtout au vu de la bonne 
entente politique et économique des deux pays. Car certes, les 
Allemands de Papy fait de la résistance sont caricaturés, mais que 
dire des Français du même film ? Entre un concierge collabo 
zélé, une famille de musiciens vieille France, et un « Super-
résistant » ridicule, nous ne nous sommes pas mieux servis…•

« Les Français estiment les Allemands mais 
ne

les aiment pas ; les Allemands aiment les 
Français mais ne les estiment pas »

Michel Tournier

Bonn, Konrad Adenauer et Charles de Gaulle, 1958
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Climate Change 
and Migration

Lisa Butzenlechner

Environment & Technology

Although climate change (CC) is sometimes considered 
a scientific problem distant from everyday concerns, it 

has a significant impact on human life. In fact, we experience 
the sweeping consequences of rapid economic development 
and its negative externalities of the rising concentration of 
greenhouse gases (GHG) in the atmosphere in our daily life 
as well as on international level. As a consequence of CC, 
climate patterns are shifting to the point that they even force 
people to leave their homelands, and therefore this issue 
should also be examined from the perspective of international 
law, human rights and domestic security. This crucial and 
complex topic of CC-based migration was explored at a panel 
discussion at the Diplomatic Academy on 22 October. 

Qin Dahe, co-chair of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) said, “Our assessment of the science 
finds that the atmosphere and ocean have warmed, the 
amount of snow and ice has diminished, the global mean sea 
level has risen and that concentrations of greenhouse gases 
have increased”. The IPCC is an international body for the 
assessment of CC and was established by the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) in 1988 to “provide the 
world with a clear scientific view on the current state of 
knowledge in CC,” as defined on their web page. This year’s 
IPCC report was presented at the end of September and 
summarizes in more than 2000 pages the current state of 
scientific knowledge on CC. One of most important findings 
is that it is 95 percent certain that human activity is the main 
cause of CC.

The increasing concentration of GHGs in the atmosphere 
provokes crucial changes that impact life on earth. Rising 
temperatures do not necessarily mean warmer winters, but 
shifting climate conditions mean that the melting of glaciers, 

as well as natural disasters like floods or droughts, are likely 
to increase.

According to the IPCC report, in the last two decades, the 
annual sea level rises around three millimeters per year, 
which is a serious threat to low-lying countries. Kiribati, for 
example, is a group of islands in the Pacific, which was the 
homeland of the world’s first “climate refugee.” He requested 
asylum in New Zealand in October 2013 and raised the 
issue to broader discussions in global media. According 
to an estimate by Greenpeace in 2007 and the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees in 2002, roughly 20 million 
people are currently migrating due to the environmental 
impact on living conditions. 

The discussion held at the Diplomatic Academy Vienna (DA) 
on 22 October examined these increasing migration flows 
from different perspectives and explored different solutions. 
Manfred Nowak from the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for 
Human Rights, Helga Kromp-Kolb from the Institute of 
Meteorology Institute of the University of Natural Resources 
and Life Sciences Vienna, and Walter Feichtinger from the 
National Defence Academy Vienna were at the podium. 

The effects of CC vary, and they provoke migration on 
different scales, according to Manfred Nowak, and can 
be delineated into three different types. Firstly, natural 
disasters like floods or hurricanes provoke local migration in 
the form of internally displaced persons (IDPs). Secondly, 
shifting climate conditions like desertification influence the 
vegetation and livelihoods. Ultimately, the rising sea level 
envelops and destroys living space. While the first type 
provokes only temporary, local migration, the second two 
make it impossible for migrants to return to their homelands 
and therefore need permanent solutions.

Shifting climate, moving people: 
framing migration due to climate Manfred Nowak speaks at the Diplomatic 

Academy on migration and climate change
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Another reason for migration is that competition for scarce 
resources often leads to conflict, unstable societies and even 
war, in particular, countries of the global south. It can be 
argued that the Darfur conflict is the world’s first climate 
war, as the UN Security Council statement in 2011 assigns 
it as a key factor in the conflict. Climate change is therefore 
a multiplier, triggering conflicts in the global south, and 
affects not only the region itself, but also the domestic 
security issues in wealthier countries, which Feichtinger 
articulated in the discussion.

What is problematic is that climate 
refugees are currently not protected 
under international law. According 
to the Convention Relating to 
the Status of Refugees (CRSR) of 
1951, a refugee is someone who owes “a well-founded fear 
of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, 
membership of a particular social group or political 
opinion.” According to Nowak, this narrow definition is not 
applicable to climate refugees. He states that under current 
law, protection can only be provided either as subsidiary or 
temporary protection. 

According to the discussion at the DA, just a few countries 
like Finland and Sweden currently offer protection to 
environmental migrants. Although Nowak argues that in 
international environmental law, the “principle of polluter 
pays” should be applied to environmental issues. This principle 
of means that the industrialized counties have to assume the 
obligation of their polluting activities, because they are mainly 
responsible for the anthropogenic or human-caused effects 
of CC. According to the IPCC report 2013, carbon dioxide 
concentrations in the atmosphere have increased by 40 

percent since pre-industrial times and therefore caused major 
changes in the climate. These changes in our environment are 
just the last link of the chain. To prevent these effects, one has 
to look at the causes. As there is almost no longer any doubt 
that CC is anthropogenically caused, according to the IPCC, 
the reduction of GHG emissions is imperative. 

Unfortunately, on an international level, there has not been 
much progress in finding a common policy since the COP3 

in Kyoto, Japan. Since 1995, it is the 
goal of the Conference of the Parties 
(COP) to find solutions at their 
annual meetings, but it’s difficult 
to find a consensus concerning this 
issue due to the diverse interests 

of the participating states. While developing countries are 
most affected and lack the capacity to implement expensive 
adaptation measures, it is up to the industrialized countries 
responsible for the largest share of GHG emissions to make 
concessions. According to Kromp-Kolb, this dearth of 
progress should be substituted by active policies on a local or 
regional scale. 

The EU, but also smaller countries, should lead the way and 
pioneer new policies that find local solutions on a technical, 
but also a political and economic level to reduce GHG 
output, as well as adapt to the consequences on human 
life, which implies coping with increasing migration flows. 
Environmental awareness is high in most countries in Europe, 
and this should be used to implement progressive policies. 
Therefore, the conference closed with the following words to 
raise hope to the climate change issue: “The scope of action is 
Europe, the scope of orientation is the world.”•

The discussion “Klimawandel & Migration: Herausforderungen an die Realpolitik” held on 22 October at the Diplomatic Academy 

The scope of action is Europe, the scope 
of orientation is the world.
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“There is nothing you can do to protect yourself. You 
have either been chosen strategically or infected 

unintentionally through other humans, the food chain or 
the air” emphasizes Lieutenant Colonel E. Richter, one of 
Austria’s leading experts regarding nuclear, biological and 
chemical (NBC) warfare, during an interview. LtCol Richter 
looks back to more than 30 years of experience in the field 
of NBC weapons, working with the Austrian army as well 
as in Iraq as a bioweapons inspector. Biological agents are 
living organisms such as bacteria and fungi or toxins, which 
can cause infectious diseases or intoxication among people, 
animals and plants. In the last resort, biological agents 
have the force to extinguish whole populations, as almost 
happened in the 14th century. During this time, the plague 
killed more than 25 million Europeans.

“Biological agents are far more lethal than even the most 
toxic chemical agents,” concluded the Economist in 2012. 
While chemical agents such as nerve gas or sarin are 
considered to be equally dangerous, they do not necessarily 
kill the targeted person but limits the person’s capability to 
move. Subsequently, according to Stefan Riedel, professor of 
microbiology at Johns Hopkins University, while both agents 

“disrupt social and economic activity, cause the breakdown 
of government authority and impairs the military responses” 
due to panic and social unrest, biological agents lead to severe 
morbidity and mortality. 

The use of biological agents as a weapon is not new, despite 
today’s scientific developments and technological progress. 
The use of filth, cadavers, contagion and pollution of 
enemy water sources dates back to 600 BC. These naturally 
occurring agents were, for example, used by British colonists 
in the 18th century when they distributed blankets ‘soaked’ 
with smallpox among the Native Americans and caused 
severe diseases and death. Smallpox continued to threaten 
the world population until the 1980s when a so called, ‘ring 
vaccination’ technique officially eradicated the disease.

Shockingly though, the smallpox virus was not destroyed 
within laboratories. It still exists in government laboratories 
in the USA and Russia, where the agents are genetically 
modified. Today, stockpiles of biological agents are predicted 
to be found in veterinary labs, public health institutes and 
pharmaceutical industries around the world. The latter have 
an increased interest in biological research in order to develop 

The Unspoken Threat of 
Biological Weapons

Isabel Mank
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and sell vaccines and medication for prevention in case of a 
bioterrorism attack. The question raised by LtCol Richter is 
thus, “which [research] is legitimate and which is done for 
military purposes?”

The reasons for stockpiling viruses could be either for defensive 
reaction but also for offensive attacks. Pharmaceutical 
industries and other official laboratories complicate definite 
statements as well as surveillance and transparency. In the 
1990s and 2000s, the Bush administration found unexpected 
stockpiles of biological agents made in Iraqi laboratories and 
institutes. Furthermore, the Soviet Union conducted research 
on smallpox and its weaponization in remote facilities 
in Siberia during the Cold War where transparency and 
oversight was impossible on an international level. Yet, the 
USA Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) also 
have stockpiles of biological agents and vaccines and justify 
their research as a preparation for an epidemic outbreak or a 
national threat.

Notwithstanding, biological warfare is of economic interest 
for the pharmaceutical industries, and it can furthermore, 
be used as an “instrument of power” according to LtCol 
Richter. Independent journalists 
and the Jerusalem-based online 
newspaper the Times of Israel 
wrote that Syria has the capacities 
to develop biological weapons of 
mass destruction. Research is as 
far as to load living organisms 
such as smallpox into warheads 
and to extinguish a specific population. However, LtCol 
Richter assures calmly that living organisms are rather 
“inefficient for military intentions.” This is the case because 
a large amount of the virus is needed in order to assure that 
the agent actually enters the body. While chemical agents 
take affect quickly, infections have, though highly infective, 
a long incubation period, wherefore the time of effectiveness 
is incalculable.

Alternatively, biological warfare shows to be efficient for 
strategic attacks. In 2001, for example, five people died 
after an attack with the infectious diseases anthrax which 
was found in letters addressed to several senators and news 

agencies in the USA. By doing so, the aggressor is able to 
aim for a specific target and to execute power by provoking 
fear, panic, uncertainty and confusion among the world 
population. The public, on the other hand, has no other 
choice than to trust the public health authorities who have to 
diagnose and report any signs of a possible epidemic outbreak 
or a symptom of poisoning. “It is not in the responsibility 
of the media, but of the public health authorities, who have 
to collaborate constantly with several actors” emphasizes 
LtCol Richter.

There are several options to assure health and a feeling of 
security. These include intensive preparation and training 
for potential biological and chemical warfare, national 
and global disease surveillance systems and the exchange 
of effective response and treatment plans. Furthermore, 
political incentives are needed in order to control biological 
research and the weaponization of infectious diseases. First 
steps were taken when the Geneva Protocol of 1925 and the 
1972 Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, 
Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) 
and Toxin Weapons and on the Destruction (BWC), which 
prohibit the use of biological weapons and require transparent 

biological defense research, were 
signed. Nevertheless, they were 
inefficient and disregarded by 
several states such as Iraq, North 
Korea, Russia and Sudan during 
the Cold War and beyond. Yet, 
chemical weapons, aside from 
a few exceptions, are more or 

less controlled or destroyed. Biological weapons lack this 
attention and stay invisible - hidden from governments and 
the public.

To conclude, the use of biological agents as weapons of mass 
destruction is possible. Due to the knowledge gained in 
biotechnology, not only can biological agents be genetically-
modified which simplifies the development and creation of 
a biological warfare, but also allows for the development of 
faster and more efficient emergency responses and surveillance 
systems. Either way, LtCol Richter recognizes a rise in the 
importance of bioterrorism, which “demonstrates a threat to 
public health and security.” •

Chemical weapons are more or less 
controlled or destroyed. Biological weapons 

lack this attention and stay invisible - 
hidden from governments and the public.
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Burma’s Anachronistic 

& Orwellian Capital

Travel

Matt traveled to work at an 
NGO in Burma and found 
himself in its new, very emp-
ty capital. All photographs 
by Matt Levy.

One November morning in 2005, the world awoke 
to a great surprise - Burma had built a new capital. 

Naypyitaw, which translates to the City of Kings, had been 
constructed in secret by the ruling military junta on a wide, 
flat expanse of land between the cities of Rangoon (the old 
capital) and Mandalay. The announcement had even been 
kept secret from most government workers who had to pick 
up and relocate five hours north of the old capital with little 
notice or preparation. 

Even as the country continues to progress economically and 
politically, the capital remains a vestige from a different era - 
buildings marked by a fusion of Soviet-Chinese architectural 
styles line freshly paved and mostly empty eight-lane highways. 
It is a city that invokes a sense of awe and submission, with 
the added bonus that a popular revolution in such a place 
would be impossible. 

In August of this year, I worked with an international NGO 
for four weeks to support the country’s parliament. There, I 
was quickly integrated into the team, working non-stop for 
12 consecutive days and nights to help prepare for a variety 
of trainings on how to draft legislation or be a more effective 
member of parliament (MP). I also provided research directly 
to MPs, meeting with them to discuss what they were looking 
for and then sharing resources with them. Finally, I helped 
the organization develop a more comprehensive library of 
resources related to the legislative process. 

I touched down in the old capital of Rangoon before traveling 
by bus to Naypyitaw along a newly paved highway with signs 
in English, despite the fact that a majority doesn’t speak the 
language, advising one to watch out for drunk drivers. One 
such sign stated: “Life is a journey - complete it.” Noted.

After passing a military checkpoint where the driver handed 
over what appeared to be a passenger manifest and a bottle 
of water, we continued along a four-lane highway with large 
houses dotting the mostly empty landscape. Without even 
realizing it, we had arrived in Naypyitaw.

For those who are unfamiliar with its history, Burma is 
officially known as the Republic of the Union of Myanmar. 
It gained this title after the military government renamed 
the country - as well as any cities that still retained their 
colonial British names - in 1989. It is one of the poorest 
and most isolated countries in the region due to nearly 50 
years of autocratic military rule. Over the course of the last 
few years the military government has made an effort to end 
this isolation and counteract the growing Chinese influence. 

 Parliament or Hluttaw, of Burma

The main highway leading up to the parliament 

Matt Levy
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While the system is still far from perfect, they have ushered 
in a period of democratic reform that has incorporated 
multi-party elections, the drafting of a new constitution and 
unprecedented levels of freedom for the press, civil society 
and activists.

As the country grabs international headlines and attention 
amidst its exciting and rapid political and economic 
liberalization, such reforms are still extremely tenuous.  The 
government is only nominally 
civilian with the ruling Union 
of Solidarity and Development 
Party comprised mainly of former 
military elites. An additional 25 
percent of all seats in regional and 
national parliaments are reserved for 
uniformed military members, and 
the current constitution guarantees the right of the military 
to declare a state of emergency, suspend all democratic 
institutions and rule indefinitely.

Situated near the center of the country, Naypyitaw was 
built to mimic other planned capital cities like Brasilia and 
Canberra. Tourists can stay in one of two large hotel zones,  
and the hotel I stayed in was relatively devoid of guests. The 
entire city is largely utilitarian: every government ministry 
has been allocated its own plot of land and ornate building. 
Workers are shuttled from their government-provided 
housing (sorted by ministry) directly to and from work, 
which ensures maximum control and minimum interaction, 
rendering any potential uprisings impossible.

Thanks to some helpful co-workers I was able to explore 
beyond the tourist zone on a rickety, Chinese motorbike 
with more than 20,000 kilometers clocked. This was a stroke 
of luck, as walking is near impossible and public transport 
nonexistent. While the bike would not permit me to exceed 

the speed of 60 kilometers per hour, I was at least able to 
attract the stares and attention of everyone I passed, soliciting 
waves, countless smiles and even a whistle from a policeman.

I could now more fully explore the city, or one of its three 
golf courses - but unfortunately there was little else to see. 
So I ventured to two nearby malls for a foot massage and 
some cheap Myanmar whiskey. I took a stroll in the water 
fountain park, which did not actually have any running 

water fountains when I visited. 
Twenty minutes further on from 
the park, I was able to visit the city’s 
pagoda, standing several hundred 
feet tall and one of the only few 
vantage points from which it is clear 
how vast and empty the city really 
is. Rice paddies are interspersed 

among government buildings, huge roundabouts with large 
fountains or lotus flower statues and highways. There are 
several market areas, which, to me, were the only places that 
provided me with a reminder that this city has life.

The entire city invokes an unnerving sense of unease – as 
if the spectator is meant to feel inferior to the majesty and 
greatness of government. Despite such an atmosphere, there 
is tremendous hope for change in the country, demonstrated 
by the shifting mindset of the Burmese people who are 
writing freely, speaking their minds as well as voting in recent 
by-elections. The real test, though, will be the upcoming 
elections in 2015. 

While the City of Kings was built to ensure continued 
military rule, it will be fascinating to observe how the city 
develops its own culture as the citizens establish roots and 
homes as democracy potentially takes hold. Only time will 
tell whether the city stays as anachronistic in the future as it 
is today.•

Naypyitaw’s main pagoda 

The entire city invokes an unnerving sense 
of unease – as if the spectator is meant to 
feel inferior to the majesty and greatness 

of government.
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A Latvian Midsummer Night’s Dream

Bavesh Moorthy

The Latvian capital of Riga held one of the largest 
congregations of singers and dancers in the world for 

the 25th Latvian Song and Dance Festival this July. The 
Vispārējie Latviešu Dziesmu Un Deju Svetki, is among the 
most important events on the Latvian calendar, having made 
UNESCO’s list of Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible 
Heritage of Humanity. With more than 15,000 singers from 
across the world, it was like a Jani, or a midsummer night’s 
dream.

Clad in vividly-colored costumes symbolizing their regions, 
people as old as one hundred and as young as nine stood 
testimony to history unfolding before their eyes. The Latvian 
Song and Dance Festival has been held every five years since 
1873, and this year was the event’s 25th celebration.
 
The celebrations that commenced in the first week of July 
culminated with a mind-blowing evening of singing and 
dancing to celebrate the summer solstice. The festival, Līgo 
originates from centuries of Europeans enjoying the sun and 
summer. As a symbol of fertility, vitality and endurance in 
ancient times, today the Līgo festival signifies the unity and 
national pride of Latvia.

As a part of the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna’s choir, 
Chorus Musica Favorita, my colleague Kirsten McDowell and 
I were invited to be a part of this event. We trained with 
the Viennese Latvian Choir (Vines Latviešu Koris) which was 

among the many international choirs invited to participate. 
Aside from the multitude of choirs from Latvia, there were 
choirs from countries as far away as Japan and the US. In 
addition to the mixed voice choirs, there were also all-male, 
all-female and even children’s choirs.

The stage was set in Mežaparks, the country’s largest open-air 
auditorium. Our first day of practice was overwhelming, and 
we were amazed by the effort and coordination of both the 
organizers and the participants. The conductors were Latvia’s 
prized children — men and women alike; the oldest among 
them had just celebrated his centenary birthday. It was the 
height of summer, so the days were sweltering, but luckily 
there were  water sprays to cool off participants.
 
After two practice sessions, we were ready for the first of 
our three big performances. Tickets for the festival had sold 
out months in advance, as this was one of the most eagerly 
anticipated Latvian events in years. The final performance on 
Sunday, the seventh of July, was the dream I had been waiting 
to realize.
 
We donned the national Latvian attire, for the performance, 
as we were lucky that our Latvian host family, the Kaulas—
including Katrine and her boyfriend Jēkabs, helped us 
acquire it. We fit splendidly into the crowd, save our inability 
to converse in Latvian, while my Indian appearance raised a 
few eyebrows.

Bavesh Moorthy and Kirsten McDowell 
attended a midsummer festival in 

Latvia and sang along with choruses 
from all over the world

Travel

Bavesh Moorthy and Kirsten McDowell during one of the main 
events of the festival
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As one of the sponsors of the event, the government of Latvia 
organized a night of partying for every one of the 15,000 
singers and dancers at the country’s largest stadium, the 
Daugavas Stadions, so named as Riga lies on the banks of the 
Daugava river. 

At dawn on the big day, the first thing on our itinerary was a 
parade through the streets of Riga in the national attire, singing 
folk songs to throngs of people 
eager to get a glimpse of history 
in the making. When we formed 
choir groups for our parade, we 
realized the magnitude of the 
event. Ladies clad in the multi-
colored costumes walked along 
with their little young ones in 
their arms, and we knew that we were in for an event we 
would treasure for a lifetime. The women had exquisite floral 
braids and tiaras, seemingly to feel like goddesses who had just 
come from the most beautiful of gardens.

Despite our exhaustion, people continued to cheer for us as 
our parade led us through the beautiful streets of Riga; I was 
quite a distinct character with my costume and my camera 
dangling around my neck. A foreigner in Latvian costume 
aroused the curiosity of many, making me the focal point of 
many pictures among the treasure trove of memories.
The final grand performance commenced at 19:00, and thus 

began one of the most cherished memories of our lifetimes. 
With an audience of 30,000 to witness this great Latvian 
tradition, the renditions of some of the songs brought us to 
tears. It made us realize the closeness and unity so prevalent 
in this beautiful country nestled in the Baltics. The festival’s 
songs were written with such fervor that the enthusiasm, they 
could even be appreciated by someone who wasn’t Latvian. 
The final songs were emotional and we were shoulder-

to-shoulder with the others, 
swaying and singing them 
from the bottoms of our hearts. 
Our Latvian colleagues were 
so enthused that we actually 
performed many songs more 
than once, and after every song 
the composer and conductor 

were felicitated by floral bouquets from beautiful girls and 
handsome guys.

Well beyond midnight, as the sun started to light up the 
horizon, the folk songs began anew and the people danced 
across the Mežaparks. The next few hours were pure bliss as 
Kirsten and I began to comprehend just how fortunate we 
were to be present to witness an event that we may experience 
again. However, we eagerly await the next celebration in five 
years that shall also commemorate the 100th year of Latvian 
independence. We hope to get another chance to be a part of 
this festival, and to once again sway to the rhythm of Līgo. •

With an audience of 30,000 to witness this great 
Latvian tradition, the renditions of some of the 

songs brought us to tears.
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The Galápagos Archipelago – a Paradise in Transition
Katharina Proestler

Charles Darwin’s visit in 1835 and the publishing of 
his book On the Origin of Species in 1859, helped to 

make the Galápagos Archipelago (designated as a UNESCO 
World Heritage site in 1978) one of the most famous islands 
of the region. It is often described as the epitome of an 
actual paradise: nature, biodiversity and endemic species co-
existing harmoniously.

The Galápagos have been, and still are, a unique laboratory 
for the evolution of species. Darwin’s famous finches, marine 
and land iguanas; blue- and red-footed boobies; the giant 
tortoise; the tiny Galápagos Penguins and many more species 
are unique to these islands. They have adapted perfectly to 
the volcanic flora and fauna, are shaping the astonishing 
environment. The Galápagos Archipelago consists of 19 
islands, of which only four are populated: Santa Cruz, San 
Cristóbal, Isabela and Floreana.

A lesser-known fact is that according to the last population 
census in 2010, the islands are home to 25,124 of Ecuador’s 
total 14.4 million inhabitants. Unofficially, however, at least 
30,000 residents are assumed to be living here at the moment 
since Ecuadorians from the mainland, like tourists, are only 
allowed to stay for three months on the islands. This dramatic 
increase from only 5,00 inhabitants in the 1980s has been 
caused by the local economic crisis, which was accompanied 
by a bank collapse and the subsequent dollarization in 2010. 
As a consequence, many Ecuadorians had to move to the 
Galápagos in search of new opportunities. 

Today, Santa Cruz is the most populated island with its 15,000 
inhabitants. Population growth and an increase in tourism 
are putting significant pressure on the island’s ecosystem, its 
natural resources and its infrastructure. From 2007 to 2010 
they were placed on the “World Heritage in Danger” watch 
list due to the threats posed by invasive species, unbridled 
tourism and over-fishing. 

The history of human settlement in the Galápagos is a 
riveting story, full of cruelty and harm to flora and fauna. 
While legend says that the Incas first settled on the Islands 
in the 15th century, no proof could be found in the form of 
literature or ruins. Contrarily, pirates and whalers from the 
16th to 19th century had a significant impact in the form of 
caves and worse, by introducing harmful species like goats, 
rats, cats, cattle, donkeys, dogs and many insects. 

Invasive species of flora and fauna are a particular threat to the 
ecosystem of the islands because they have no natural enemies, 
and climatic conditions have unpredictable effects on the 
growth of plants. For example, the mora is a raspberry species 
that is very aggressive on the Galápagos and is a danger to many 
endemic species. All planes entering the islands have to pass 
through Guayaquil and are checked for stowaway organisms 
both upon arrival and departure. In addition, passenger areas 
and luggage are all treated with anti-insect sprays to reduce the 
risk of introducing non-endemic species. Inter-island travels 
are also treated the same way so that no fruits or animals are 
removed from their natural environments. 

Travel

Five weeks in the Galapagos showed that the 
magic of the islands is endangered, and 
immediate action is required to save this 
paradise for future generations.
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In addition, it is believed that the pirates and whalers 
removed some 200,000 giant tortoises from the islands – 
leading to the extinction of the sub species on two islands. 
Each ship collected some 500 giant tortoises to use as ‘living 
fresh snacks’ on their voyages since the animals were able to 
live a long time without food and water -- perfect for the 
long travels over sea. As a result of these outside influences, 
more than 60 percent of identified endemic flora and fauna 
are classified as vulnerable or in danger.

Most islands have their own mysterious stories of cruelty, as a 
part of their history. The first permanent settlers in the middle 
of the 19th century lived in a town called Asilo de la Paz, 
Asylum of Peace, on Floreana. It was a place where prisoners 
and insurgent soldiers were rehabilitated through work, but 
less than five years later the project was given up, as the leader 
of the camp had been murdered by former prisoners. On 
Isabella and San Cristóbal prisoners’ labor camps had also 
been installed.

Unsustainable growth threatens the islands’ resources, 
including their supply of clean drinking water. These reserves 
are critically important to the Galápagos. Considering the 
current trend of population growth on the islands and the 
water shortages that have occurred in urban and rural areas 
in recent years, good management of the water resources is 
essential not only for human development, but also to preserve 
the balance of the natural ecosystem. In addition, wastewater 
management is one of the greatest challenges, as the sewage 
systems are either nonexistent, poorly constructed or simple 
septic systems without attention and correct maintenance, 
which is difficult without the necessary capacitation. 
Subsequent negative consequences for humans and the 
ecosystem, such as water-quality related diseases occur.

The inhabitants and tourists, of which there are about 100,000 
each year, have an electricity demand of four megawatts (the 
consumption of energy that a night football match with 
flood light would consume) which until recently had been 
exclusively provided through diesel generators. This provoked, 
and still causes, serious endangerment of the flora and fauna 

as fossil fuel is imported via ship. The possible effects could 
be seen already in 2001 when a serious oil spill resulted from 
the grounding of the tanker Jessica on the south-western coast 
of San Cristóbal.

The successful resolution of these problems is imperative, 
and it is also complicated because of the diverse population 
that calls the Galapagos their home. Due to recent dramatic 
population growth, 75 percent of the population can be 
considered immigrants from all parts of Ecuador. This leads 
to the magnification of social and political conflicts on these 
islands. Additionally, aggravating the situation is the generally 
poor level of education and the fact that the identity of the 
Galapagueño still has not fully developed. 

This population, its activities, and the ecosystem are supposed 
to be protected by a rather convoluted set of institutions. The 
Galápagos has a provincial government (Consejo National de 
Galápagos), three municipal governments and delegations 
of sectoral ministries. In addition, the autonomous 
National Park Administration is a very powerful institution 
as it basically has a veto for everything happening in – or 
influencing – the area of the National Park, which makes up 
roughly 97 percent of the islands’ land surface. There are also 
several international foundations, which offer their support, 
such as the Charles Darwin Foundation.

Although tourism generates around $100 million per year for 
the Ecuadorian mainland and $30 million for the islands, the 
inhabitants of the Galápagos are not rich. However, they are 
certainly not the poorest inhabitants of Ecuador neither . The 
Galápagos have also been quite lucky as far as different sorts of 
international financial assistance is concerned. Nevertheless, 
the fact that numerous NGOs see the Galápagos as a perfect 
playground for their projects also causes problems, as many 
of them have their own agendas and show little or no interest 
in coordinating amongst themselves or any other actors. As a 
result, the conservation and sustainable development of the 
archipelago is not a matter of needing more financial resources 
in the short term. It is a matter of increasing willingness, 
governance, social cohesion and management over time. •

Humans and animals 
alike come to find 
some good eats at 
an Ecuadorian fish 
market
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