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The Home Front: Vienna, 1917

Chloë Fletcher

I glance at the newspapers by the entrance of Café Central 
without picking any up. In these dark days, ignorance 

is bliss. The waiter comes over and politely asks if I would 
like my usual Wiener Melange. He dislikes serving me 
because my uniform clearly identifies me as a member of 
the Women’s Auxiliary Labor Force. Perhaps he fears that I 
work at the Ministry of Internal Affairs, censoring letters and 
punishing those who speak against the government, the war 
or worst of all, the Emperor. I’m tempted to reassure him 
that our entire office is completely impotent in the face of 
two million Viennese, all distrustful, who spread rumors and 
write angrily to their loved ones that they are about to starve. 
At least I was not assigned to the police force, whose officers 
spend their days being heckled by women and children as 
they patrol the food lines, or chasing fruitless tips about food 
hoarders and hidden deserters.

I say none of this to the waiter who, after all, might then 
decide to denounce me. Anyhow, he might simply dislike 
me because I enlisted. The Force is controversial here, not 
just because it has freed more male workers from essential 
services to become soldiers, but because the work we do is 
unfeminine. The accusations come from all sides: I have ideas 
beyond my station, I am neglecting my duties at home, or I 
am just a state-sanctioned prostitute. In reality, I am simply 
in search of something to do with my time. The first few 
years of the war I remember with wistfulness, as a period 
when hunger and personal miseries could still be dulled by 

patriotic duty. I was a volunteer with the Frauenhilfsaktion, 
doling out soup in a war kitchen on Alserstraße and sewing
bandages in the center nearby, but my branch closed last 
December because the kitchen could not buy food and the 
center had no cotton. I am lucky enough to have other family 
members and servants who wait for hours in food lines to 
bring bread to our household, so I may occupy myself with 
men’s work, waiting dully for the end of the war and a good 
meal. 

The pay was an unexpected bonus, but money is no longer 
sufficient to ensure that your family will obtain necessities. I 
hear stories from Maggi, our cook, of unrest in the food lines 
when the bread runs out. I have never taken part in the food 
riots, but they are becoming part of the background noise 
of Vienna. Our brightly-colored ration cards guarantee us 
goods that are simply not there. Sometimes, if you can pay 
more, you will find a hoarder who hopes to avoid the price 
controls, but it is best to know important people. War has 
dramatically altered Vienna’s social hierarchy. The mayor and 
high-up civil servants are still, of course, eating as much as 
they want in the few restaurants that remain well stocked. 
Indeed, our Prime Minister, Karl Stürgkh, met a bloody end 
only last October while dining on a feast of mushroom soup, 
boiled beef with mashed turnips, pudding and wine spritzer. 
That was only five minutes away from here, on Neuer Markt. 
I smile malignantly at the memory of the headlines, read in 
a different café in the 9th. He was widely seen as the cause of 

100 Years After



The WWI Issue | 3

Apparently, the government has decided to close it permanently.

Before I leave, I glance briefly at the café’s other customers. We 
are all fairly well-dressed, but most people seem to be wearing 
clothes several sizes too large, and everyone sits quietly or 
speaks in muted voices. In the past, this was always one of the 
liveliest coffee houses, full of young men ranting and arguing 
about art, philosophy and politics. With a shrug, I turn to go. 
My local cinema – which could more accurately be described 
as a damp, unheated cellar – only opens once a week, and 
I never miss the film, which will begin in thirty minutes. 

Two years ago, a woman who 
lives across from me went to 
watch a war film and saw her 
husband on the screen, waving 
a flag and his gun. I know so 
many men who went to the 

front, some of them are still alive so I go to every screening. 
It would be nice, I think, to see some of them one last time. 

Hoping for more now seems pointless. Although I work 
for the government, for the state, I am sick of the whole 
lot of them. Their war has destroyed Vienna, not the 
buildings, but the people within the city, many of whom 
are dying of starvation. Somebody, I think, with a sudden 
surge of anger, should be held accountable. Listening to 
the distant yells coming from beyond the Ring, I have a 
rapid, glorious rush of conviction that someone will. But 
today’s reality intrudes upon my daydream. With a sigh, I 
continue on my way, not knowing what will happen once 
this war is over, but certain that it has changed everything. •

I hear stories from Maggi, our cook, of unrest in the 
food lines when the bread runs out. I have never 

taken part in the food riots, but they are becoming 
part of the background noise of Vienna  

the food shortages, so the papers had focused on his last, large 
meal. The most important members of society now, however, 
are the shopkeepers, or farmers outside of Vienna. They are the 
only ones who can help you to a steady supply of food and coal.

As I stir my coffee and look out the window at Herrengasse’s 
buildings, bright but dirty in the hot sunlight (sweeping and 
window-washing does not count as an essential service for 
which men may stay in Vienna), I remember a sadder death. 
Only a month after his Prime Minister, our Emperor Franz 
Joseph succumbed to pneumonia. The entire city had gone 
into mourning, becoming even 
more somber than it had felt in 
the earliest months of the war 
when cinemas and night-clubs 
had all been closed down out 
of respect for the soldiers. I 
can still see the funeral procession from my cramped position 
on the steps of the Stephansplatz post office. For once, the 
huge crowds were silent and respectful, not angry, and row 
upon row of foreign and Habsburg nobility trailed the funeral 
carriage, dressed in their finest clothes. Our new Emperor, 
Karl, seems so young in comparison, and rumors abound that 
his Italian-born wife is a spy. The cheers in the street when 
they pass seem forced; but perhaps that is simply because we 
are too hungry to be enthusiastic about anything except food 
nowadays. My sister told me yesterday that the Wehrmann 
in Schwarzenburgplatz, whose nails, driven in by thousands 
of Viennese, were a grand sign of Vienna’s dedication to the 
war effort, has been abandoned. Even the great Vienna War 
Exhibition is not as popular as it was when it opened last year. 

Café Griensteidl in 1896 by Reinhold Völkel. The Young-Vienna society of fin-de-siècle writers would continue to meet in 

Cafe Central after the demolition of Cafe Griensteidl in 1897.
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Zach Kornell

In a rather heated debate with my colleagues here at the DA 
regarding recent events in Ukraine, I was shocked to learn 

that, despite significant criticism from my peers and western 
media, there were some who were inclined to agree with the 
unification of Crimea into the Russian Federation. 

It has been argued that the Russian public feels that actions 
in Crimea are validated due to the failure of engagement with 
democracy and western countries since the 1990s. Russian 
public dissatisfaction with western efforts made Russia more 
inclined to take unilateral actions and to be less cooperative 
in negotiations. Currently, many Russians feel ostracized and 
believe that Russia has not been received as a genuine political 
partner. These grievances contribute to the bitter image they 
have of West. 

I wanted to understand why the acquisition of Crimea could be 
acceptable in the eyes of the average Russian. The state-owned 
All-Russian Center for Public Opinion Research showed that 
more than 90 percent of Russians supported unification with 
the Crimean Republic, while 86 percent believe that Crimea, 
transferred to Ukraine by Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev 
in 1954, is historically part of Russian territory. Though the 
validity of this poll has been questioned due to the unusually 
high numbers, the results were reinforced by another source, 
the Levada Centre. As an independent polling center, their 
poll found that Russian President Vladimir Putin has a 72 

percent approval rating following the acquisition in March. 
To put this in perspective, US President Barack Obama is 
currently at 43 percent, according to a Gallup poll. So not 
only have Putin’s actions been seen as legitimate at home, 
they have also made him extraordinarily popular. 

“The logic is quite simple here,” according to Alexey 
Yaroshevsky, a journalist with Russia Today, “[thanks to 
Putin] people have jobs, clothes, possibility of traveling twice 
a year and generally better living conditions – something 
they didn’t have in the ‘90s. And that spreads through all 
age groups and social layers.” However, this is not enough to 
explain the political support behind Putin.

In my research, I started to challenge the assumptions 
behind my critique of Russia’s actions. After having frank 
conversations with colleagues, journalists, and academics, 
my conclusion is that Russia’s actions are indicative of a 
worrisome phenomenon that is not entirely unfamiliar. The 
reason that the Crimean episode was so popular dates back 
all the way to the end of the Cold War, with eerie similarities 
to Weimar Germany. The situation is not analogous to 1938 
as many Western leaders have recently proclaimed, but rather 
to 1919. 

There are similar threads when making the comparison 
between the Weimar Republic and the Russian Federation. In 

100 Years After

Russia’s Weimar Mentality
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 Public dissatisfaction with western efforts made Russia 
more inclined to take unilateral actions and to be less 

cooperative in negotiations. Currently, many Russians feel 
ostracized and believe that Russia has not been received 

as a genuine political partner. These grievances contribute 
to the bitter image many have of West

his seminal work, The Twenty Years’ Crisis 1919-1939, historian 
E.H. Carr partially attributes the rise of the Third Reich to 
the discontent felt by the German population. Among the 
frustrations caused by the Versailles Treaty, two particular 
grievances haunted the Weimar Republic’s short existence:  the 
belief that Germany had not lost the war,  and that the Germans 
were not involved in the treaty negotiations. This resulted in an 
unwillingness within Germany 
to compromise or negotiate 
with the Allied victors. This 
same attitude seems to be 
creeping into Russian foreign 
policy.

Sergei A. Medvedev, reaffirmed 
this idea at a recent lecture 
at the Presseclub Concordia. 
Medvedv, Deputy Dean for International Affairs at the Higher 
School of Economics in Moscow, made the comparison between 
contemporary Russia and the Weimar Republic. He said that 
the resentment Russian people are feeling is due to the lack of 
constructive bridge building by Western countries. 

This bridge-building was hindered... since the 1990’s. 
According to the journalist Yaroshevsky, this resulted in a 
“who-are-they-to-lecture-us” sentiment among many within 
Russian society. The volatile years of the 1990s are still quite 
telling of Russia’s experimentation with and adaptation to 
democracy today. 

There were many missed opportunities to engage with the 
Russian population and close the gap during the Cold War. 
The only real contact between the two sides was in multi-
lateral organizations. Part of this blame specifically falls on the 
US Congress, who could no longer justify public diplomacy 
outreach to the old enemy. During the Cold War, the United 
States Information Agency (USIA) was the largest full-service 
public relations organization in the world, spending over 
$2 billion per year. One of its stated goals was to “bring the 
benefits of international engagement to American citizens 
and institutions by helping them build strong long-term 
relationships with their counterparts overseas.” Deemed 
unnecessary at the end of the Cold War, the USIA was 
disbanded in 1999.

While the war for the hearts and minds of the common 
Russian was relegated to the back burner; high-level relations 
were pursued. A source from within the OSCE said that 
many fruitful negotiations with the Russian delegation 

occurred during the early 2000s. This venue proved benficial 
for multinational states fronting extremism and the growing 
sophistication of globally organised terrorist movements as 
each member state learned to cooperate. 

This cooperation was not bound only to the OSCE, however. 
Within the UNSC, Russia has collaborated on a number of 

occasions where they may not 
have if the USSR still existed 
including former Yugoslavia, 
Libya and even Syria. For 
example between 1986 and 
2008, the US used the veto 36 
times, while during the same 
time period Russia employed 
it only nine times. This adds 
to the Russian narrative that 

they have been the more complaint partner on a variety of 
international issues.

Why was the general sentiment then, according to Yaroshevsky, 
bitter towards the Western countries, despite the fact that 
Russia is willing to engage on certain issues?

Medvedev compared the discontent of the Russians during 
the past decade, with specific reference to NATO, to that of 
the Weimar German population. It seems remarkably similar 
to the situation in which the Great Powers during the 1920s 
continued to ignore and alienate a country that should not 
been ignored, even when it was on the losing side. Moreover, 
in interviews conducted by NATO Review (NATO’s internal 
magazine), with a variety of member delegates, the major 
obstacle to proceeding with further cooperation with Russia 
is the lack of mutual trust. As Medvedev asserts, there has 
been no effort by NATO to create meaningful dialogue 
between the two former adversaries aside from matters of 
security, maybe precisely because of this lack of trust between 
the two. This lack of trust has permeated into all aspects of 
the Russian society with their criticisms of the West.

The future danger lies in the creeping conservatism that is 
emerging within Russian domestic politics. I rarely agree with 
Henry Kissinger, but his words in the Washington Post are 
most appropriate in this matter. “Far too often the Ukrainian 
issue is posed as a showdown… But if Ukraine is to survive 
and thrive, it must not either side’s outpost against the other 
– it should function as a bridge between them.” Just like the 
interwar period taught us, now is the time we must learn to 
embrace our former adversary and bring them into the fold. •
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The impact of World War one on German society was 
immense; the country was affected not only by a 

humbling defeat, but also by the experiences people brought 
home from a technologically unfamiliar and altogether 
catastrophic new type of warfare. Cinema, like other forms of 
artistic expression, manifest these feelings of disillusionment, 
anxiety, fear and frustration, and it was in this context that 
German Expressionism emerged. Thus, it can be understood 
as an artistic response to the First World War; as it focuses on 
the surreal and subjective, Expressionism in film avoids the 
purely objective – perhaps as a way to escape the horrors and 
difficulties of the real world. 

The 1920s was an explosive decade for art and cinema: in the 
Weimar Period, the German movie industry became one of 
the most sophisticated in the world, both thematically and 
technologically. Cinema in Germany first appeared during 
the last decade of the 19th Century. However, it was not until 
the Weimar Republic (1919-
1933) after the Great War that 
cinema became truly popular 
to both Germans in general, 
and Berliners in particular.

Still part of the Silent Era 
of film, expressionist movies 
relied heavily on symbolism 
and artistic imagery — rather than realism — to tell 
their stories. Given the austere and sour mood in post-
war Germany, it is not surprising that these films focused 
heavily on crime and horror. Amongst the most prominent 
films (because of their societal impact) are Nosferatu 
(F.W. Murnau, 1922), Metropolis (Fritz Lang, 1927) 
and The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari (Robert Weiner, 1920).

Nosferatu  is an unofficial adaptation of  Bram Stoker’s  epistolary 
novel Dracula. Given that the studio was not able to acquire 
the rights to the novel, Bram Stoker’s widow sued the studio 
after it opened, demanding all copies be burnt. She won the 
case, but one copy survived and was eventually duplicated – 
ensuring its survival to the present day. The plot is well known, 
but it’s the atmosphere that is absolutely haunting. The film 

became an excellent example of German Expressionism for 
dealing with death and fear in a surreal, almost dreamlike way. 

Metropolis opened in 1927, and to this day remains a 
masterpiece in its own right. In the film, Fritz Lang tells 
a story of a dystopian future in a society as modern and 
technologically advanced as it is socially unjust. In the film, 
the workers rebel against the small elite and take over the 
city, but the two main characters bring about reconciliation 
between the opposing forces. In this way, Metropolis deals with 
important issues that deeply connect with the war experience, 
such as the consequences of modernity, and the effects on 
society brought by capitalism and the evolution of technology.

The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari is considered a horror classic, and has 
had a huge impact on the genre, the Expressionist movement 
itself and in future genres such as film noir. This film is a perfect 
example of what it is meant by German Expressionism. From 

a thematic point of view, it is a 
psychological thriller with horror 
elements that dig deep into the 
human psyche. Stylistically, it 
displays wild and distorted sets 
put together with a masterful 
use of shadow and light. A 
dream-like feeling haunts the 
film, although to the audience, it 

feels more like a nightmare, for many in Germany after WWI, 
this feeling of being trapped in a bad dream was ubiquitous. 

German Expressionism, in addition to certain recurring 
themes, stressed the importance of camera management, 
special effects, and above all, of sets and lighting to 
enhance the mood of the film. These more artistic elements 
became an integral part of filmmaking. When the Nazis 
came to power, the German film industry suffered many 
great changes, and consequently, a significant number 
of German filmmakers immigrated to Hollywood. And 
with them, their style and approach to making movies. 
In a way, German Expressionism found a new space in 
Hollywood, where it continued to develop and from which 
it continued to influence world cinema for years to come. •

100 Years After

The Great War and Expressionism 
in German Film
Agustina Diaz Rhein

The 1920s was an explosive decade for art 
and cinema: in the Weimar Period, German 

movie industry grew to become one of the most 
sophisticated in the world, both thematically and 

technologically
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The negative discourse toward migration in Italy is 
pervasive at all levels of society. Both political actors and 

ordinary citizens hold strong prejudices against immigrants 
and are willing to go to great lengths to deny them access 
to Italy. This negative discourse, driven by legislation and 
policies, caused Italy to violate several human rights of 
migrants and provisions of international law. However, 
migration is also perceived by many as a positive factor from 
which Italy could benefit. 

The results of the European Elections in Italy seem to 
constitute a change following the victory of the Partito 
Democratico (PD), central-left party led by Matteo Renzi, 
who is fighting to change the legislation against immigration 
in Italy. More importantly, Cècile Kyenge, member of the 
PD and former Minister of Integration, has been elected 
to the European Parliament, and was the first-ever black 

person to become a Minister in Italy. Despite the criticism 
she received from members of the extreme right party, Lega 
Nord, she continued her work, indifferent to its racist insults. 

To understand the issues related to migration in Italy and in 
Europe in general, it is necessary to take travel back to the first 
decades of the twentieth century. “European states basically 
did not have to adjust their immigration policies and did 
not have to worry about refugee settlement,” said influential 
sociologist and expert on globalization and migration, Saskia 
Sassen, Lynd Professor of Sociology at Columbia University, 
about immigration before the Great War. “America was open to 
this vast influx, and America, it seems, was where most wanted 
to go.” But the war would change this setting dramatically.

The Emergency Quota Act of 1921 in the United States 
inspired Western Europe to consider the broader, inter-

100 Years After

Italy: The Other Side of the Frontier
Virginia Ottolina

Public health workers checking immigrants arriving to the United States for signs of illness
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state consequences of the refugee crisis. The regulation 
was restricting the number of yearly immigrants to 
the United States to three percent of the number of 
people from the immigrant’s home country already 
living in the United States as a consequence of WWI. 

Once the European states realized the gravity of the 
post-war immigration crisis, many among them started 
deporting Jews. Increasingly high number of refugees 
and closed borders made the League of Nations and 
European governments aware of the reach of this crisis. 

Between the two world wars, the advent of fascism and Nazism 
led to new refugee flows. The economic crisis of 1930s and 
the massive unemployment 
constituted a critical economic 
framework, making migrants — 
from the European governments’ 
point of view — a new element of 
destabilization and unemployment. 
It was this context that produced 
xenophobia and anti-Semitism 
and ultimately brought all Western 
countries to close their borders. 

Europe radically changed its approach to migration 
in the 1950s and 1960s, when the economic crisis of 
the 1930s was over and the governments no longer felt 
invaded by migrants. They developed a high demand for 
foreign workers instead. Under new circumstances, the 
United Nations approved the “Convention Relating to 
the Status of Refugees” during a special conference on 28 
July 1951 which entered into force on 22 April 1954. This 
legal text was the turning point that ensured protection 
for refugees and asylum seekers, as it contained the first 
comprehensive definition of what constitutes refugee status. 

In this context, Italy makes for a curious case. Historically 
the greatest emigration country, it saw its citizens move 
to the US, Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Australia and to 
European countries such as France, Germany and Austria. 
Over 20 million Italians altogether migrated to these 
countries. These flows were particularly patterned: people 
from the North of Italy went to other European countries, 
whilst southern Italians preferred to move overseas. 

Emigration peaked at the beginning of the twentieth century, 
as between 1880 and 1920, 5 million Italians went to the 
Americas, and 4 million came from the South. Firms and 
employment agencies often contacted workers from Italy to 
recruit them. In many countries, immigrants did the hardest 
jobs — typically in mining, manufacturing, construction as 
well as night work. Meanwhile, their children were employed 
in the silk, cotton and jute industries, or they were used to clean 

the furnaces, load and unload them while living in terrible 
conditions and being paid less than the locals. With little to 
no opportunity for advancement, immigrants were living on 
the margins of the receiving countries’ societies and they were 
object of direct discrimination (both in Europe and Americas).

Between the 1970s and the 1990s, there was an expansion of the 
geography of migrations to include new flows from Northern 
and Western Africa as well as from Eastern Europe and the 
former Soviet Union. This expansion created new receiving 
countries, which had until then been primarily sending 
countries. Alongside Spain and Greece, Italy faced this change 
as well. Late in the 1990s, scared by the immigration flows, 
the relatively new receiving countries implemented policies 

aimed at reducing the inflow and 
access of migrants and refugees. 

At the time when Italy was primarily 
a sending country, Italians who 
went to the Americas managed to 
integrate with society to a greater 
extent than Italy allows new 
immigrants from African countries 
or Eastern Europe to do so today. 

Results of policies aimed at integration of migrants can be still seen 
today in the US, where many families carry Italian names but are 
American citizens of many generations. These immigrants have 
contributed greatly to the cultural and social life of the countries 
they emigrated to and show the positive effects of migration. 

For example, Bill de Blasio was elected mayor of New York 
on November 2013 with 73 percent of the vote, whose 
mother was a first generation Italian-American. De Blasio’s 
parents emigrated to the United States from the southern 
Italian city of Benevento (Campania) in the 1920s. With his 
campaign focused on the fight to grant minority rights, he 
is working toward equality and rights for all. However, he 
is not the first mayor of the city with Italian roots: Fiorello 
la Guardia was mayor of New York from 1934 until 1945, 
and so was Rudolph Giuliani from 1994 until 2001. These 
two, however, were members of the Republican Party. Bill 
de Blasio is not only the first Democratic mayor with Italian 
roots, but the first Democratic mayor of New York since 1993.

There is an important difference between the Italian 
immigrants that flooded the US and the incoming immigrants 
to Italy today. In order to properly evaluate the situation, we 
need to assess different contexts under which these people 
started leaving their countries. Italians of the past were the 
ones pushing through frontiers of other countries where 
they were seeking better opportunities. Today, Italians are 
those who build those frontiers. The Italy of today has much 
to learn from the New World that in the past dealt with 
diversity and inclusion of foreigners into their own culture. •

Both political actors and ordinary citizens hold 
strong prejudices against immigrants and are willing 

to go at lengths to deny them access to Italy. This 
negative discourse, driven by legislation and policies 

brought Italy to violate several human rights of 
migrants and provisions of international law
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Regardless of the number of languages spoken in the 
world, there is always one that is easily understood 

by everyone – the language of emotion. Th e research of 
numerous scholars has proven that no matter which country 
we are born in, how we are brought up or what drives us 
through our lives – we still experience similar emotions in 
similar ways. Th is article examines a multilingual study of the 
ten basic human emotions in which the goal was to discover 
whether languages infl uence the mental representation of 
emotions. As it turns out, languages have diff erent “shading” 
of certain emotions, and that not all languages share the same 
connotation of shame.
 
Emotions are specifi c psychological phenomena bound with 
needs, interests and the process of their fulfi llment. Th ey can 
be negative or positive depending on the result achieved and 
the possibility of the goal’s materialization. Emotions can 
be prolonged or barely noticeable, regular or nonrecurring 
at all, and the characteristics of an emotional experience are 
defi ned by needs and interests of a living being at a particular 
moment.
 
Emotion manifestation is infl uenced by culture and varies 
depending on what is accepted or not within a certain 
society, according to the research of Paul Ekman. Ekman also 
suggested that emotions are universal categories. He claimed 
that expressions of fear, anger, disgust, happiness, sadness 
and surprise were universal, though his fi ndings on contempt 
were less clear. Still, some evidence suggests this emotion is 
also universally recognized. In the 1990s, Ekman expanded 
the list of basic emotions, widening the range of both 
positive and negative emotions. He also added those that are 
not encoded in facial muscles e.g. contempt, contentment, 
excitement, guilt, shame, etc.

International Politics 

 Biligualism & Us
Stacey Medvedeva

Another researcher, Carroll Izard conducted a series of 
experiments observing babies from diff erent cultures around 
the world to distinguish a set of 10 basic emotions (anger, 
contempt, distress, fear, interest, surprise, shame, guilt, 
joy, and disgust), which are involved in the mechanisms of 
biological – and not cultural – adaptation. Th ese ten emotions 
are common and universal across all cultures.

In this context, the people of Malta are a fascinating case 
study, as its people have an outstanding feature: from early 
childhood, they are naturally and equally exposed to three 
languages: Maltese, English and Italian. Th is study polled 
several participants, who fi lled in a few questionnaires, rating 
the ten basic emotions in English, Italian and Maltese by the 
means of a sixteen-scale semantic diff erential (light – heavy, 
good – evil, clean – dirty, hot – cold, hard – soft, old – young, 
stupid – smart, loud – quiet, fast – slow, full – hungry, nasty 
– nice, active – passive, bitter – sweet, bold – cowardly, strong 
– weak, happy – unhappy).
 
Th is study found that languages give emotions a certain 
“shading”. For example, in English, emotions are to some 
extent reserved or neutral, whereas in Maltese, they become 
somewhat common and unrefi ned. Also, people express 
emotions more lively and intensively in Italian.
 
Th is research intended to prove the existence of a universal 
system of semantic primes, unaff ected by the language of 
presentation or connections these notions have. Th e failure to 
support this statement would mean that the language structure 
has a sizable impact on mental perception and is based on ‘the 
natural categories of emotions,’ according to Ekman. Still, 
the main hypothesis lies in the assumption that the language 
contributes to an emotion’s mental representation.

Fig. 1 Semantic profi le of “Shame”
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The data was analyzed in two steps: first, we mapped the 
individual semantic profiles for every emotion in each of 
the three languages. Figure 1 depicts the semantic profile 
for shame in Italian, Maltese and English. This emotion 
showed the most inter-lingual differences. Shame has varied 
connotations in 13 out of 16 chosen scales. In rating this 
emotion, the profiles of Maltese and Italian languages are 
the less alike, whereas English falls in between the other two 
ratings. After analyzing the data, it shows that shame bears 
a slightly more positive meaning in Maltese, and, as locals 
explained, there is nothing wrong is feeling shame – it means 
you have reevaluated your mistake and that should make you 
a better person.

In the case of the other nine emotions, English and Italian 
show somewhat similar results. This could indicate that the 
Maltese language – the domestic language for the majority of 
country’s population – makes up a separate mental structure 
from the other two, which are mostly used outside of family. 
It remains unclear whether the reason for this is strictly 
“domestic usage” or the fact that Maltese belongs to another 
semantic lingual group. 

In many ways, Italian is shown to portray most emotions in 
a slightly more positive way; Maltese gave a slightly negative 
connotation, and English remained “neutral” between 
the other two languages. Even though the study provides 
evidence of different mental structures for English, Italian 
and Maltese, one cannot completely rule out the possibility of 
the existence of a universal conceptual field, as the differences 
are not dramatic enough to prove the opposite.
 
The second stage of the research created a single map of 
emotional perception for every language. One of the most 
intriguing results is that the structure of emotional perception 
is different for each of the three analyzed languages. One of 

the main criteria – factor distribution – was individual in all 
three cases. When the whole scope of data was analyzed, only 
two factors were revealed (sign of the emotion, expressiveness 
of emotions); on analyzing English and Italian – three factors 
(sign of the emotion, emotional control, expressiveness of 
emotions); and Maltese showed four factors (sign of the 
emotion, emotional control, expressiveness of emotions, and 
speed of emotion expression).

According to the data, it is possible to conclude that the 
structures of mental representations in English, Maltese, and 
Italian are similar, as these languages have a unified conceptual 
field. Thus, the exterior form of the word, the way it sounds 
or the way it is written, has only slightly affects the intensity 
and perception of emotions.

Differences were found in English, Maltese and Italian results 
when comparing languages using basic scales. Emotions 
in Italian are slightly more intense. Positive emotions are 
perceived as more positive, while the negative – as more 
negative (compared to their equivalents). Anger and shame 
are most active when named in Italian, while disgust, distress 
and joy, on the contrary, are more passive in English. Semantic 
spaces in Maltese were slightly different from the ones in 
other languages, which we found correlative with the fact that 
Maltese is the mother tongue for our respondents and that 
it derives from Arabic, unlike English and Italian. Models 
of mental representations of emotions, built separately for 
English and Italian notions, both had three factors. Maltese 
had four: the two last factors were both part of a single factor, 
found in English and Italian. 

Ultimately, it doesn’t really matter which language we speak, 
we will always be able to find the right words to at least describe 
our emotions.•

Fig. 2. Psychosemantic space 
containing data of English, Italian 

and Maltese languages across 
two factors: Sign of Emotions and 

Expressiveness of Emotions
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The War Comes to Africa

Amanda Rohde

Standing on the steps of Ngome Kongwe (the Swahili 
name for this old fort) in Bagamoyo, Tanzania, it is 

difficult to fathom the breadth and depth of this building’s 
complex history. Erected in 1860 by the Baluchi Indian 
Abdallah Marhabi, this citadel was seized upon Tanzania’s 
colonization by the Germans. Selecting Bagamoyo as the 
colony’s first capital, the Germans claimed Ngome Kongwe 
as their own, making it the seat of their coastal defense. To 
a tourist, the old structure does not reveal much about this 
region’s history. Looking upon it within the context of the 
centennial of WWI, however, it becomes suddenly possible 
to build a link between history and dilapidated reality. 

When the war broke out in 1914, much of East Africa was 
under the control of the German colonizers. This region —
German East Africa — was comprised of present-day Rwanda, 
Tanzania and Burundi. Surrounded by Allied colonies on all 
sides, the stage was set for battle: neighboring Kenya sat as 
a protectorate of the British, the Belgians controlled Congo 
to the west, and in the south, Mozambique was run by the 
Portuguese.

According to Brigadier-General C.P. Fendall’s accounts of the 
time leading up to the war, there was widespread belief that 
the war to the north would not reach the colonies; The  Congo 
Act of 1885 had called for the neutrality of overseas territories 
in the event of war. The colonizers believed that their image of 
inviolability depended on their detachment from the affairs 
of the north. If East Africans were to fight against colonizers 
in battle — even if the colonizers 
were only leading armies of East 
Africans — they worried that 
their status would diminish and 
that they would lose the power 
they held over their colonies. 
Given the events that were 
to follow, this would indeed 
become a grounded concern.

When war broke out, however, it 
was clear that the colonies could 
not avoid the conflict. The colonizers living on the frontier 
between the territories feared for their lives because they felt 
a significant threat of enemy raids. This became a sort of self-
fulfilling prophecy, as this fear — regardless of whether or not 
it was warranted — meant that they had to take measures to 

ensure the safety of their settlements.
 
In August of 1914 the British attacked German outposts near 
Lake Victoria, and East Africa became yet another front for 
the Great War. The fighting would continue for the duration, 
spreading across the region and into Portuguese East Africa. 
The Germans would not lay down their arms until they 
received word of the armistice in 1918. In the end, thousands 

of East African, British, German, 
Indian, and South African troops 
and carriers would give their lives 
for the cause, and the tropical 
Tanzanian landscape with its 
lush greenery and deep red earth 
would bear the scars of war for 
years to come.

The results of the war would 
extend even deeper into society. 
According to Dr. Wallace G. Mills 

of Saint Mary’s University, the effects on the East African 
land and people were profound. Economically, the war was 
devastating. Trade that had grown up between Europe and the 
African continent broke down during wartime. As a result, 
economies were inflated and incomes were unable to keep up 

International Politics 

Map showing the war in East Africa, up to August 1915

In the end, thousands of East African, British, 
German, Indian, and South African troops and 

carriers would give their lives for the cause, and the 
tropical Tanzanian landscape with its lush greenery 
and deep red earth would bear the scars of war for 

years to come
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with the rise of prices. Colonial governments raised taxes on 
the Africans, severely increasing the burdens they faced. Once 
the war ended, the colonies fell into depression. Suddenly, 
wartime jobs were gone and the people were returning home 
to higher prices and no sources of employment. The situation 
was bleak.
Disease was also a major issue. The Europeans had brought 
new illnesses to the continent, but with the outbreak of the 
war, people became more mobile, making the isolation of the 
health threats impossible. Other issues native to the continent 
presented an equally large threat due to pervasive war 
migration. Professor Christian Koller of Bangor University 
points to the spread of the tsetse fly and ensuing prevalence 
of sleeping sickness in East Africa as a result.

The end of the war also saw the beginning of a new ideological 
climate. The fight for democracy had found its way to Africa. 

Seeing the Allies fight for these ideals of freedom and self-
determination gave East Africans a new perspective on their 
own situations. Ideas were forming and degrees of education 
were changing. Ideas of independence would begin to spread 
and create an impetus for people to crave the freedom that 
they knew they deserved.

Looking back upon memories of Bagamoyo through the 
lens of history, one no longer sees the fort as a run-down 
structure, slowly being worn away by the sands of time. On 
the contrary, it becomes a seat of power, in a region that 
became yet another front of the Great War. A front where 
the battle was fought by those who should not have had any 
stake in it. Looking back upon the First World War, it is often 
forgotten that it was fought on stages apart from Europe. 
WWI was truly a world war, and respect is due to all lands 
across the globe that paid a price. •

Boma Mahenge, German East Africa
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“We want to remain what we are” is the translation 
of the sentence depicted in the photo, and it also 

the Luxembourgish national motto that reflects the country’s 
identity through the previous centuries. World War I was an 
especially formative period in shaping the Luxembourgish 
identity, but it is often overlooked, due to the Second World 
War, despite the great instability it brought to the country 
and the monarchy. 

The history of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg is a tenuous 
one. Dating back to 963, Siegfried of Luxembourg laid the 
foundations of the County of Luxembourg that was ruled by 
the Luxembourg dynasty until the end of the 15th century 
when it went extinct, due to a lack of a male heir to the 
throne. The centuries to follow saw Luxembourg become 
a playground for larger kingdoms and nations moving 
between Habsburg, French and Prussian possession. Modern 
Luxembourgish history began only in 1839 with the Treaty of 
London, which confirmed the sovereignty and neutrality of 
Luxembourg and which was to last until the 2 August 1914.

On this day, the Kaiser’s troops invaded Luxembourg, an 
occupation that was to last until the end of the war. During 
these years, however, no armed fighting took place in the 
country, despite its proximity to the front lines. At the center 
of the storm was Grand Duchess Marie-Adélaïde. Being the 
head of state, she was tasked to guarantee the neutrality and 
independence of the state. Nevertheless, her protests against 
invasion were in vain. 

From this moment the political situation was a diplomatic 
minefield, and many Luxembourgers hoped that the 
experienced and popular Prime Minister Paul Eyschen, 
who had already governed for 26 years, could maneuver 
Luxembourg out of this crisis. Unfortunately, Eyschen died 
in 1915 and a period of political instability followed with no 
fewer than five different successive prime ministers. 

This situation did not come at the best moment for the Grand 
Duchess and the Luxembourgish people. Marie-Adélaïde was 
a very young head of state — she succeeded her father in 
1912 when she was only 17. The population was suffering 
under the occupation and a food crisis broke out obliging 
many people to rely on soup kitchens and rations. Indeed, 
only serving to undermine confidence in the Grand Duchess. 
As a result, discontent and disbelief in Luxembourgish 
politics and in Marie-Adélaïde was spreading among the 
Luxembourgers. 

The German sympathies of Grand Duchess Marie-Adélaïde, 
though there was really no alternative, led to the end of her 
young reign. A vote took place in the Chambre des Députés 
and even though the motion was rejected, she was forced 
to abdicate in favour of her sister Charlotte. Following 
her abdication, Marie-Adélaïde retired to a convent and 
eventually died from influenza in 1924 at the age of 29. She 
was and still remains a tragic figure in Luxembourgish history. 

Princess Charlotte of Luxembourg then became Grand 
Duchess at the age of 23. She was only two years younger than 
her sister and was destined to a far longer and more successful 
reign, becoming a national symbol for Luxembourg  during 
World War II. Exiled in London along with the government, 
she became a symbol for national unity unlike her older 
sister.  Charlotte brought confidence back into the monarchy, 
and the people of Luxembourg, which was evidenced in a 
referendum that decided to maintain the monarchy. She 
passed away in 1985 at the age of 89 and is remembered in 
history for her prominent role in the post world war period. 

Eventually the United Kingdom recognized Luxembourg’s 
legitimacy by sending a representative to the wedding of 
Charlotte and Prince Félix in 1919, terminating all annexation 
claims by its neighbors. At the end of the day, Luxembourg 
remained what it was before the war and what it would be in 
the future: a small and proud independent country.  •

We Want to Remain What We Are
Tom Philipps
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Nationhood and Political Murder: 
When Teenagers Kill

Jelena	Vićić

Looking back from the centennial of the assassination that 
triggered the Great War, seldom do take into account that 

the culprits were merely boys seduced by the romanticism 
of the ghastly nationalist idea sweeping Europe since the 
revolutions of 1848. 

And while it is hardly believable from the vantage point of 
today, that a clumsily executed assassination could set in 
motion an unstoppable war machine; it becomes even harder 
to understand that its perpetrators were destitute teenagers 
romanticizing nationhood, who regretted that they caused the 
death of the Archduke’s wife Sophie, Duchess of Hohenberg.
 
Assassination as a instrument of power politics is a tactic as 
old as time. Endorsed by Sun Tzu as well as Machiavelli, it 
was explained by the Great Man theory that ascribes historical 
progress of civilizations to personal skills of its leaders and 
assumes that once the great leader is removed, history will 
change direction. Although seen as flawed today, this theory 
guided the 1914 assassins in the belief that removal of heir, 

Archduke Franz Ferdinand, is necessary for “the unification 
of all Yugoslavs, free of Austria,” in words of the main 
perpetrator, 19-year-old Gavrilo Princip. 

Princip was a member of Young Bosnia, a Yugoslav 
revolutionary movement active before WWI whose members 
were high school students in the Hapsburg Empire. 
Declaring themselves Serbocroats during the trials following 
the assassination, these young men said they targeted the 
Archduke because they perceived him to be more threatening 
to the “Yugoslav cause” than Franz Joseph I, Emperor of 
Austria, who was ill, old and more cosmopolitan in his love 
of Hungary than his successor.

The unification movement was already in full swing in early 

1910s in the Serbo-Croatian speaking province of the empire, 
and it was inspired by the revolutions of 1848, and fueled by 
the successes of the Serbian army in the Balkan wars 1912 
and 1913. Around that time, according to Cvjetko PopoviĆ, 
one of the assassins, the spiritual preparation for the fight 
for national liberation was over, “Everyone was ready for 
a sacrifice, and many were willing to be the victims of this 
fight.” 

The Yugoslav nationhood these teenagers were fighting for 
was arguably an idea conceived from within (the youth 
organizations and clubs), rather than imposed from the 
outside. According to some, the idea was growing and 
developing together with the youth who, schooled in 
Austrian Bosnia, were aware of political and cultural pressures 
“their people” were experiencing under the Habsburgs. The 
youth were politically active — many Serbs, Croats and 
Slovenes were members of various clubs and contributors 
to local magazines concentrating on questions of Yugoslav 
nationhood. “We are not only South Slavs, we want to be 
Yugoslavs,” writes one of the central figures of the movement, 
Ljubo LeontiĆ in 1914. 

PopoviĆ, who wrote a memoir, Vidovdan in Sarajevo 1914, 
recollecting the assassination and imprisonment, speaks at 
length of his student days and the events that lead to June 28. 
He claims that only the youth, and not retrograde political 
parties, advocated for Yugoslav nationhood. He states further 
that even some of the Serbian political associations at the time 
took up this idea from the young because of its popularity — 
not vice versa. One of the figures the Yugoslav youth admired 
was Jovan SkerliĆ, a famous Serbian writer and literary critic, 
who inspired them by saying that national unification is a 
natural process, that cannot be stopped once started. 

“We are not criminals. We are honest people, animated by 
noble sentiments, we are idealists, we wanted to do good, we 
have loved our people, and we shall die for our ideals,” said 
Nedeljko ČabrinoviĆ, who participated in the organization of 
the June assassination. 

Despite the grand motivation every single of the assassinators 
had, the killing was a real surprise — it was a surprise that 
it succeeded. PopoviĆ and some others were only included 
in May 1914, a little over a month before the attempt on 
Archduke’s life was to be made. Half blind, 18-year-old 

“We are not criminals. We are honest 
people, animated by noble sentiments, 
we are idealists, we wanted to do good, 
we have loved our people, and we shall 

die for our ideals”
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PopoviĆ refused to wear friend’s glasses on the day of the 
attack in order not to look suspicious to local authorities.
Another assassin, 17-year-old Vaso ČubriloviĆ, gave up the 
idea of killing Franz Ferdinand as soon as he came closer 
to the car. “I gave it up on the spot. I was always strongly 
resolved to carry it out, but I did not know that she would be 
with him. I did not expect to see her [Archduke’s wife] at his 
side,” ČubriloviĆ said during the trial.

Danilo IliĆ, Bosnian Serb who became a member of the Black 
Hand secret society in Belgrade in 1913, upon his return to 
Sarajevo recruited these young men to carry out the political 
murder. He joined their organization, Young Bosnia, and 
contacted them separately, without them knowing who else 
was recruited or how many people were to participate. In his 
memoirs, PopoviĆ does not mention the Black Hand or that 
IliĆ was a member of it, which possibly means that he was not 
aware of who IliĆ aligned himself with.

News of the Archduke’s death was a secret relief to many 
Austrians, writes Stefan Zwieg, Austrian novelist who 

received the news of Sarajevo assassination while vacationing 
in Baden. Without penchant for music or talent for humor, 
Archduke was missing what Austria needed in a leader – 
cordiality, charm and charisma. Royal circles welcomed the 
news of his death as a political relief, favoring his much more 
affable successor, Charles I of Austria. 

National heroes or terrorists, teenagers who fought for 
Yugoslav liberation were guided by the 19th century 
idea that each nation should have its own state. Despite 
globalization and multiculturalism, the modern state 
builds itself on this very idea. The murder of an unpopular 
political figure was used as an immediate cause to start one 
of the worst wars in the history of humankind. There are 
many readings of how and why World War I happened, 
but to truly understand the spark that started it, one could 
try by exploring Serbocroat youth in Sarajevo in 1914. 
To PopoviĆ, “to understand and evaluate these young 
men that carried out the assassination, it is necessary to 
know the environment they grew up in and the ideas they 
foolishly believed in.”•

“Our shadows will walk around Vienna, wander around the castle and haunt the fine gentlemen.” 
—  grafitti in Belgrade depicting words written by Princip on the wall of his prison cell
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Fall 1914

Fall 20??

May 14, 2014, United Nations debates killer robots

International Politics 

The Future of Warfare? 

Matthew Rae
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Alsace-Lorraine: 
One Foot on Either 

Side of the Rhine

Profile

The history of Alsace-Lorraine is that of a people stuck 
between two great military powers – time and again, its 

borders were re-drawn as it changed hands after conquests 
between France and Germany. Although the provinces 
have been passed back and forth for centuries, there has 
not been nearly enough inquiry regarding the allegiance of 
the population of this contested territory. Little concern 
was shown for the lives of ordinary Alsatians and Lorrains, 
who had to change nationalities four times between 1870 
and 1946. The two regions and a people who were used 
to comfortably straddling two languages and two cultures 
simultaneously, were suddenly forced to pick a side, and 
henceforth, had to prove their loyalty to their new homeland. 

In this context, World War I proved decisive. In the peaceful 
years between 1870 and the beginning of the war, most in-
habitants of Alsace-Lorraine grew accustomed to belonging 
to the German Empire, and the tensions between the new 
rulers and the local population were kept relatively in check. 
However, as Franco-German rivalry reached a boiling point, 
the border regions became a national symbol, as their inhab-
itants were pressured to choose for which flag they would be 
willing to give their lives. 

It would be too simplistic to say that France and Germany 
went to war over Alsace-Lorraine, but the provinces were in-
dubitably used by both sides to cement national unity and 

rouse hostility toward their neighbor on the other side of the 
Rhine. It would take the greater part of a century for the 
two rivals to cease regarding their common border region as a 
bone of contention, and consequently, a political instrument 
to foster patriotic sentiments among citizens. After two world 
wars and a deep economic depression, France and Germany 
came to realize that this multicultural and multilingual bor-
derland could actually be a fertile ground for reconciliation 
and cooperation toward European unity. 

Looking back at 1870, the transition from French to 
German rule was not without complications. The Empire’s 
Entwelschung, or “de-foreignization”, policy and tight control 
over the annexed territories was aimed at ensuring their loyalty, 
which generated tension between the Prussian authorities 
and the local population. However, the opposition gradually 
waned throughout the ensuing 40 years of peace, mostly due 
to the material prosperity that the provinces gained as part of 
the Empire.

In the rest of France, the revanchist movement was initially 
quite strong, evidenced by the public’s enthusiasm for songs 

Amaia Lezertua Martínez
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this context, Alsace-Lorraine was claimed as a “lost brother” 
by the German Empire on grounds of the provinces’ Ger-
manic culture and language. For its rival across the Rhine, 
Alsace-Lorraine were historically French regions grabbed by 
force in a time of conflict, yearning to become French again. 
Matters were not so clear-cut for the people of Alsace-Lor-
raine, who spoke a German dialect but shared many French 
traditions, were used to mixed marriages and bilingualism 
and whose history was interlinked with both banks of the 
Rhine. Subject to intermittent Germanization and Franciza-
tion policies (depending on how the administrative bound-
aries were redefined) Alsace-Lorraine was “the wound in the 
side” of both France and Germany.

It is thus surprising – although, perhaps, fitting – that these 
regions became central to the European project after 1945, 
which sealed Franco-German reconciliation and allowed the 
continent to overcome hostilities. The need to secure German 
coal for the French steel industry propelled the establishment 
of the European Coal and Steel Community to collective-

ly administer these resources. It 
is perhaps no small coincidence 
that the two main protagonists 
behind the ECSC, the inception 
of the European Union, came 
from the fringes of their respec-
tive countries. Konrad Adenauer, 
then Chancellor of the Federal Re-
public of Germany, was from the 
Rhineland and Robert Schuman, 
the French Foreign Minister who 
signed the ECSC Treaty with Ade-
nauer in 1952, was Lorrain. Com-

ing from these regions characterized by multiple identities 
and flexible boundaries, they observed first hand the mutual 
dependence of France and Germany and realized that long-
term collaboration between the two rivals was the key to eco-
nomic recovery and lasting peace in Europe. 

As Churchill put it in 1946, “the first step in the re-creation 
of the European family must be a partnership between 
France and Germany.” And where better to start than in the 
regions where French and German cultures had coexisted 
and blended for centuries and national allegiance had 
proven weaker than the desire for peace and prosperity? 
Alsace-Lorraine, once a disputed borderland symbolizing 
the irreconcilability of two enemy nations became the basis 
for a Europe with more open borders, battling against the 
patriotic antagonisms that had led the continent to war.•

Inhabitants of Alsace-Lorraine grew accus-
tomed to belonging to the German Empire, and 

the tensions between the new rulers and the 
local population were kept relatively in check. 
However, as Franco-German rivalry reached 
a boiling point, the border regions became a 
national symbol, as their inhabitants were 

pressured to choose for which flag they would 
be willing to give their lives

grieving the “mutilated land”, performed in popular locales 
all over Paris. A certain bitterness permeated political dis-
course as well, but French authorities could do little except 
mourn the loss of a territory, which they themselves had sac-
rificed to avoid further devastation. The prospect of another 
war with Germany was all too painful; France would not risk 
another bloody conflict in a grab for Alsace-Lorraine. 

If the two provinces were not, per se, a powerful enough mo-
tive for war, they were nevertheless a political landmine that 
could be triggered by missteps. The German “aggression” in 
1914 was the detonator that triggered France’s retaliation and 
legitimized its claims over Alsace-Lorraine. As in 1870, the 
“lost provinces” were used by the French Government to rally 
support by exploiting national resentment toward Germany. 
Similarly, Germany’s increased militarism was domestically 
justified by alleged threats of French revenge over the loss-
es of 1870. In addition, pan-Germanistic arguments about 
the unification of German peoples (which included Alsatians 
and Lorrains) were consistently invoked leading up to and 
throughout the war.

Meanwhile, Alsace-Lorraine was 
torn. As their homeland was the 
locus of the earthquake shaking 
Europe, the prospect of war left 
Alsatians and Lorrains with a deep 
sense of foreboding – understand-
ably so. 

While Paris and Berlin saw the 
war as a battle against a foreign 
enemy, to the inhabitants of the 
border regions, it felt more like a fratricidal conflict. Indeed, 
when the Franco-Prussian war was concluded in 1871 with 
the Treaty of Frankfurt and residents of Alsace-Lorraine were 
given the choice between emigrating to keep their French na-
tionality, or remaining in the region and becoming German, 
the majority decided to stay. As for the rest, what drove them 
to abandon their homes was not revulsion at the prospect of 
German citizenship (or even a burning desire to stay French), 
but a wish to avoid being conscripted into an army in which 
they would be forced to fight kinsmen and friends in the like-
ly event of another Franco-German conflict. For similar rea-
sons, Alsatian and Lorrain soldiers were often sent away from 
the Western front in 1914-1918. 

Amidst nationalist propaganda, World War I galvanized 
Franco-German enmity as a conflict between the nations. In 
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Waking up in 
World War I

Darrah Lustig

In The Sleepwalkers, Christopher Clark’s latest contribution 
to the immense historiography of World War I, Clark 

establishes a convincing link between the nationalist-led 
regicides of Serbia’s King Alexander and Queen Draga in 
1903, and the assassination of the Archduke Franz Ferdinand 
and his wife in Sarajevo in 1914. The action commences in the 
halls of the palace in Belgrade, as twenty-eight Serbian army 
officers mercilessly butcher and mutilate the young king and 
his ill-fated queen. Following the bloody revolution, Serbia 
transitioned to a more genuine parliamentary democracy 
and allied more closely with Russia. However, Clark focuses 
on tracing the conspiratorial network that orchestrated the 
regicide and its evolution into the Black Hand, which would 
ultimately sacrifice the Archduke in its pursuit of a greater 
Serbia. 

The initial connection between early Serbian insurrection 
and Austro-Hungarian encroachment on the Balkan Penin-
sula structures Clark’s approach to a broader survey of Euro-
pean history leading up to the war. Clark concentrates on the 
periphery and looks first to Serbia for the historic root of the 
conflict before shifting his gaze to the Dual Monarchy and 
finally, the Central Powers. While Clark warns against the 
distorting effects of finger pointing and of “demonizing the 
Serbs and their statesmen,” he himself falls into this very trap. 

In revealing the many provocations and confrontations be-
tween Serbia and Austria, Clark casts Serbia in an unsympa-
thetic and violent role that significantly colors his exposition. 

In his investigation into the inner workings of the Central 
Powers, Clark examines the July Crisis in significant detail. 
Aided by personal letters, official briefings and telegrams, 
Clark provides insight into both the decision-making process 
and the decision makers themselves who are as wildly color-
ful and eccentric as they are anxious and uncertain. 

Clark breathes life into historical figures that have grown 
dull with time and academic distance. The lovelorn Conrad, 
obsessing over forbidden women, and the ridiculously inap-
propriate Kaiser Wilhelm, making rude dinner conversation, 
add humor to a comprehensive account of the polarization of 
the continent. 

A cast of characters or chronological overview would be help-
ful in navigating the dense historical material, as Clark does 
not flesh out all relevant people and places. Nevertheless, his 
elegant prose and attention to detail make for an absorbing, 
whirlwind read that challenges firmly-held beliefs about the 
origins of World War I.

Clark establishes two particularly compelling theses that he 
argues with great conviction. From the outset, Clark main-
tains that war was not inevitable as the title of the book – 
The Sleepwalkers – suggests. Rather, it was a product of in-
creasing political and emotional pressures that proved to be 
insurmountable by the individuals who bore the brunt of 
their weight. Secondly, by approaching the conflict from the 
periphery, Clark challenges the trope of German culpabili-
ty most famously advanced by the Fischer theory. In a sur-
prising twist, Clark suggests that a “crisis of masculinity” in 
which the male decision-makers found it necessary to prove 
their virility in shows of strength and brute force may have 
provoked armed conflict – an observation that is both darkly 
humorous and deeply sad.

Clark is most adept at exploring the human element of war 
in which hope and fear emerge as central themes – hope 
that war will not come to pass and fear that it will. More 
frightening than the immediacy of war or questions of guilt 
and responsibility, is Clark’s ultimate contention that World 
War I was induced by “sleepwalkers, watchful but unseeing, 
haunted by dreams, yet blind to the reality of the horror they 
were about to bring into the world.” In a post-war world, 
these hopes and fears are still very much alive. Clark leaves his 
readers on the brink of war only moments before the world is 
to be jolted awake – into the clutches of a living nightmare. •

Book Review

Christopher Clark
The Sleepwalkers
Harper Collins Publishers, 2013; 736 pages. $29.99; 
ISBN: 9780061146657
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As their two years at the DA come to an end, 
Peter Berry interviews Alessio De Icco, Jan Willem 
Scholten, John Hildred, Pedro Henrique de Melo, 
Simone Ros, Sharon Muhwezi and Vera Kellen 
about their time here and their hopes for the 
future. With this opportunity to look back over 
the past two years and forward to the coming 
months, we present a more lighthearted per-
spective on the DA, Vienna and the daunting 
prospect of life after university.

In the words of the fictionalized Maria von Trapp, “let’s start at 
the very beginning – a very good place to start!” What led you to 
apply to the DA and then to choose to come?

JWS: I was recruited by Neudeck – he did his little presen-
tation on the top floor of the Mitre in Oxford. I’d just had 
rowing training before so I was completely sweaty in my row-
ing onesie. I ran in, and there was Neudeck, immaculately 
dressed, offering me a glass of Austrian wine. At that point I 
knew I should come.

PHdM: I wanted to do my master’s in Europe. Nobody in 
Brazil has ever heard of the DA – my grandmother thought I 
was moving to Australia because she’d never heard of Austria!
SR: I really liked the name “Diplomatic Academy” because 

Hopes, Dreams and a Horse-sized Duck

interviews by Peter Berry

“political science” is the “science of the unemployed” in Italy, 
so my mum can go to church and say “My son is studying 
at the Diplomatic Academy,” which is a lot better sounding!

VK: Because my sister said I should. I chose ETIA because 
you have two years with different things, and sometimes my 
attention span is very short.

JH: I was on the run from the UK authorities, and the arrest 
warrant runs out in August.

Did you have a picture of the DA and the student body in mind 
before you arrived? To what extent did the reality of life here 
match your expectations?

JH: Before I arrived I expected wood-paneled corridors and 
portraits of old people. I wasn’t expecting a conference cen-
ter that looks like it’s been designed in 1970s Eastern Eu-
rope – quoting a well-known DA source.

PHdM: When I met Amédée and Jan Willem, my expecta-
tions of the people were met. When I got here, I only had 
one jacket, and I thought everyone would be going around 
in a jacket and tie.

SM: There aren’t as many hipsters as I would have imagined.

Profile
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If you could go back in time to the start of your time here, what 
would you tell your younger self to do differently?

JWS: I feel like I did it fairly optimally! We can say I feel like 
I learned more about interpersonal relations than I did about 
international relations, even though I learned a lot about the 
latter.

VK: I’d say to my past self, stop worrying about what people 
think. 

Vienna is regularly voted as one of the cities with the highest 
standard of living. What’s your impression of the city after two 
years here?

JH: It’s like a village, small, conservative with a little ‘c’, slow, 
good for people who want to retire here. 

PHdM: The first thing I noticed in comparison to Brazil was 
that kids don’t scream and that dogs don’t bark. It’s amazing – 
I don’t why, but even the dogs are more polite! Also, Viennese 
people are really slow and really enjoy life, but when in line 
for groceries they go berserk.

VK: I’d describe Vienna as moody. It’s like an isolated island 
and they think they’re top of the world with their huge build-
ings and forget they’re in this really friendly, mountain-like 
country. 

We all know how reluctant you are to have to leave, but after two 
years, is there anything about the DA you won’t miss?

ADI/PHdM: I will not miss 8:30 German classes. 

JWS: Fitnessbrot! I won’t miss the DA wine, which, well, 
could possibly be improved upon. Especially the red is a 
real “château migraine”. I won’t miss being woken up by the 
cleaning ladies with a massive hangover at 9 am on a Monday 
morning. 

SM: I won’t miss the MA35 process, getting my resident 
card, Austrian bureaucracy in general.

JH: The number of emails that I get on a daily basis. Let’s 
leave it at that.

Pedro and John, you were assistants to professors during your 
second year. Tell us something we don’t know about them.

JH: Prof. Row has an alarmingly in-depth knowledge of the 
Swedish House Mafia, Lady Gaga, and Conchita Wurst.

PHdM: When he’s typing on his computer, Prof. Kornprobst 
puts his feet on the chair. Also he wears industrial-sized head-
phones so that the kids at the Theresianum won’t bother him. 

We know that nobody likes to have to think about it, but life goes on 
after the DA. What do the next months and years have in store for you?

VK: My plan is not having a plan – I decided that in January.

JWS: Unsure yet, like most people! I was considering Brus-
sels or Amsterdam: in Brussels it’s a superbly arcane proce-
dure, but I was in the running for a traineeship for the Com-
mission or the EEAS. In Amsterdam I’ll be working for the 
National Thinktank until December. I think there’s hardly 
anyone who’s got a job lined up now, let alone a full-time 
one where you can’t be sacked after a year. That’s a transition 
that’s very different for us than it was for our parents, which 
has generated a lot of stress for us, maybe more so than we 
sometimes like to acknowledge. 

ADI: For the next year I’m going to be shuffling around Eu-
rope because of my job — I have a traineeship with Erste 
Bank.

SM: I’m moving back to Uganda. I could take back my old 
job in Kampala but I’m generally happy taking any job in 
East Africa.

And a final fun question, inspired by the outgoing DASI Presi-
dent. A madman kidnaps you and makes you choose between be-
ing attacked by fifty duck–sized horses, or one horse–sized duck. 
Which do you choose and why?

JWS: Well, ducks can be quite large, I guess. I think I’d rather 
be attacked by one horse-sized duck. Yesterday I bought a 
rubber ducky with a Franz Joseph uniform on; I could put 
that on the floor as a diversionary maneuver and then hope-
fully run away very quickly.

SM: I would choose the one duck just because I can identify 
and see my attacker. I know where he is. Fifty would be over-
whelming; if fifty duck-sized animals were coming towards 
me that would be terrifying.

VK: I choose the fifty duck-sized horses. Have you seen a 
duck’s beak?! That could kill me! You don’t want to have a 
duck in front of you the size of a horse!

SR: Oh my God… I would prefer the duck just because I 
prefer to face one problem instead of many things – I’m not a 
multi-tasker, it’s the same thing in my usual life – I prefer to 
do one thing, if I have to do many things I just freak out. De-
spite two years of an interdisciplinary academic background!

PHdM: I’d choose the horse-sized duck – if it doesn’t kill me, 
I’ll have the head as a trophy. I think that would be a nice 
thing to have in your living room.

Maybe the future is uncertain, but we have 
seen that the DA has prepared its future alum-
ni to tackle the most important and challenging 
questions of tomorrow, whatever they may be. •
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Ein Mythos stirbt – wie die Schweiz ihre 
Vergangenheit neu aufrollt

Michael Hochreutener

Bis zu dieser Kehrtwende waren die Debatten im Land immer 
entlang der gleichen ideologischen Frontlinien verlaufen. Auf 
der einen Seite standen die Mythenbewahrer, welche mit Volk, 
Armee und General als Hüter der Neutralität argumentierten. 
Mit der gesamten bürgerlichen Bevölkerungsmehrheit 
und der Veteranengeneration im Rücken, entsprach ihr 
Bild der gängigen Geschichtsschreibung. Die sogenannten 
„Diamantfeiern“ von 1989 stellten ein letztes Aufbäumen 
dieser alten Schreibweise dar. Zur Erinnerung des alten 
Wehrwillens wollte man ausgerechnet den Kriegsausbruch 
50 Jahre zuvor, mit einem großen Militäraufmarsch feiern. 

Dies als Reaktion auf eine zu jener 
Zeit revolutionäre Initiative zur 
Abschaffung der Schweizer Armee. 

Ein Mythos zerbröckelt

Bereits damals hatte eine Dynamik 
eingesetzt, die sich mit dieser Feier 
nicht mehr aufhalten ließ. Was in 
den 70er Jahren mit einer kleinen 

Minderheit von linken Historikerzirkeln begonnen hatte, 
brachte gegen Ende des Kalten Krieges immer offenere 
Diskussionen ins Rollen. Die wachsende Gruppe von 
Mythenstürmern führte Argumente der Außenwirtschaft 
und Außenpolitik ins Feld und entwarf das Bild einer 
angepassten und problematisch verflochtenen Schweiz. Der 
Mythos kam ins bröckeln. Als dann die Berliner Mauer fiel 

Die Schweiz als letzte Insel des Widerstandes. Die 
Eidgenossen als tapfere Verteidiger von Land, Volk 

und Demokratie – inmitten eines von Tod und Zerstörung 
gezeichneten Kontinents. Über Jahrzehnte hinweg hatte 
dieses Bild die Schweizer Geschichtsschreibung zu ihrer 
Rolle im zweiten Weltkrieg geprägt. Der Glaube, dass das 
Land primär dank seiner Armee und den Entbehrungen der 
Aktivdienstgeneration vom Krieg verschont wurde, war in der 
Bevölkerung tief verwurzelt. So tief, dass kritische Stimmen 
bis zu Beginn der 90er Jahre als Nestbeschmutzer galten und 
in der Minderheit blieben.

Entschuldigung als Tabubruch

Die Rede von Bundespräsident 
Kaspar Villiger vor knapp 20 
Jahren zur Gedenkfeier des 50-
Jahr Jubiläums des Kriegsendes war 
deshalb ein absoluter Tabubruch. 
Erstmals entschuldigte sich die 
Schweizer Regierung für die 
Schuld, welche die damaligen 
Verantwortlichen auf das Land geladen hatten – namentlich 
mit ihrer Flüchtlingspolitik. Der Minister räumte ein, dass 
die Verteidigungsbereitschaft zwar eine notwendige, aber 
keine hinreichende Bedingung zur Verschonung vor dem 
Krieg gewesen sei. Vielmehr habe eine komplexe Mischung 
zwischen Anpassung und Widerstand das Überleben der 
Schweiz garantiert. 

Relations│ internationale(s)│ Beziehungen
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und die Weltordnung auf den Kopf gestellt wurde, begann 
eine ideologische Auseinandersetzung zu toben, welche mit 
Villigers Rede von 1995 ihren vorläufigen Höhepunkt fand.

Ein Jahr später, 1996, verlagerte sich die Debatte über die 
Vergangenheit auf die wissenschaftliche Ebene. Mit einer 
von der Regierung eingesetzten Historikerkommission 
unter der Leitung von Jean-Francois Bergier, sollte die 
Schweizer Kriegsvergangenheit erneut aufgerollt und 
langfristig klargestellt werden. Zentrale Punkte waren die 
Flüchtlingspolitik sowie die Rolle des Finanzplatzes. Unter 
großer Aufmerksamkeit der Öffentlichkeit begann eine über 
fünfjährige Periode, in der das Land in mehreren Etappen 
immer wieder von Neuem mit seiner Geschichte konfrontiert 
wurde. So hatte die Schweiz zwar insgesamt rund 300›000 
militärische und zivile Schutzsuchende aufgenommen 
(darunter rund 20›000 Juden), ab 1942 aber mit rassistischen 
Aufnahmekriterien um die 30›000 Juden abgewiesen. Der 
große J-Stempel in den Pässen deutscher Juden war denn 
auch ein Anliegen der Schweiz. Am Ende der Bergier 
Kommission standen insgesamt 12›000 Seiten, 25 Bände, 
ein Schlussbericht und der endgültige Durchbruch eines 
neuen Geschichtsbildes. Was aber waren die Gründe für diese 
Kehrtwende in der Schweizer Vergangenheitsbewältigung?

Wende in der Außenpolitik

Ein erstes Motiv dürfte im generellen Kontext zu Beginn 
der 90er Jahre zu suchen sein. Nach Ende des Kalten 
Krieges und dem Wegfall der bipolaren Weltordnung, 
musste sich das Land ein Stück weit neu erfinden. Sollte 
der Weg des Isolationismus und der integralen Neutralität 
wie bis anhin fortgesetzt werden oder lag die Zukunft in der 
Europäischen Integration? Nach dem traumatischen Nein 
zum EWR-Beitritt in der Volksabstimmung von 1992 kam 
die öffnungswillige bürgerliche Mitte zur Einsicht, dass mit 
einem rückwärtsgewandten Geschichtsbild keine progressive 
Außenpolitik betrieben werden konnte. Die Aufgabe des alten 
Mythos war deshalb ein Preis, den man für die überfällige 
wirtschaftliche und politische Öffnung zu zahlen bereit war. 
Von nun an war es zunehmend nur noch die isolationistische, 
rechtskonservative Minderheit, welche sich am alten Bild 
festzuhalten versuchte. 

„Lösegelderpressung“ und „Totaler Krieg“

Ein weiterer Grund für diese Wende und die Einsetzung 
der Bergier-Kommission liegt im steigenden internationalen 
Druck. Jüdische Organisationen aus den USA warfen Schweizer 
Banken und Versicherungen vor, sie hätten Vermögenswerte 
von Holocaust-Opfern unterschlagen und würden diese 
immer noch in ihren Tresoren aufbewahren. Dieser Druck 
ließ auch nach Einsetzung eines Expertengremiums zur 
Herkunftsklärung der sogenannten „Nachrichtenlosen 
Vermögen“ nicht nach: Als ab 1996 erste Sammelklagen 
gegen Schweizer Banken eintrafen, begann ein erbittertes 
transatlantisches Fernduell, welches sich zunehmend auf 
die politische Ebene verlagerte. Bundespräsident Delamuraz 
sprach 1996 von „Lösegelderpressung“, der Präsident 
des Jüdischen Weltkongresses, Edgar Bronfman, drohte 
der Schweiz 1998 gar mit „Totalem Krieg“. Der Druck 
stieg zudem durch Boykottmaßnahmen von zwei US-
Bundesstaaten gegen Schweizer Banken. Erst mit dem Deal 
von August 1998 gelang der Befreiungsschlag: Während 
sich die Großbanken zu einer Vergleichszahlung von 1,25 
Milliarden Dollar bereit erklärten, ließen die Kläger ihre 
Forderungen gegenüber Banken, Nationalbank und Staat 
fallen. Auch wenn nach diesem Kompromiss das Interesse an 
der Schweizer Rolle im zweiten Weltkrieg zurückging, war 
die zwei Jahre zuvor eingesetzte Bergier-Kommission nicht 
mehr zu stoppen.

UNO-Beitritt als Bekenntnis der Kehrtwende?

2002, im Jahre der Veröffentlichung des Schlussberichts, 
war der alte Mythos längst zertrümmert. Innerhalb nur 
eines Jahrzehnts hatte sich die oppositionelle Haltung einer 
kleinen linken Minderheit, zur offiziellen Leseart gewandelt. 
Die Bergier Kommission sanktionierte mit wissenschaftlicher 
Methode, was die Landesregierung 1995 mit Villigers Rede 
im Grundzug besiegelt hatte.

Und, wie als Beweis dieser Kehrtwende, nahm das Schweizer 
Stimmvolk im März 2002 – dem gleichen Monat wie die 
Bergier-Publikation – eine  Volksinitiative zum UNO-Beitritt 
an. Eine Tatsache, die nur 10 Jahre zuvor nicht einmal im 
Traum für möglich gehalten worden wäre. •
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La Suisse Pendant 
la Seconde Guerre Mondiale:
Plus qu’une Histoire de Choux de Bruxelles

Buste du Général Henri Guisan à Avenches

Quentin Pache

“On voit que t’as pas connu la guerre, toi! ‘’ Les paroles 
de ma grand-mère me reviennent en mémoire. Elle 

me les ressassait à chaque fois qu’il me restait deux choux de 
Bruxelles sur mon assiette en fin de repas. Cette remarque 
typique du troisième âge fait bien sur référence à la Deuxième 
Guerre Mondiale et au rationnement des aliments. Mais en 
Suisse ? Beaucoup tendent à penser que les Suisses sont neutres, 
l’ont toujours été, et dès lors passèrent les années 39-45 à polir 
leur or et affiner leurs fromages en attendant tranquillement 
que l’orage passe. D’autres avec un peu plus de certitude vous 
diront que les confédérés firent bon commerce avec Hitler en 
lui offrant quelques fusils et quelques juifs pour qu’il ne pose 
pas ses bottes estampillées de swastikas sur le sol helvète. En 
réalité, la situation de la Suisse pendant la deuxième guerre 
mondiale fut bien plus compliquée que cela, et l’entièreté de sa 
population fut mise à l’épreuve d’une manière ou d’une autre. 
 
Si ma grand-mère n’accepte pas que je laisse des choux de 
Bruxelles sur mon assiette, c’est parce que la Suisse, tout 
comme le reste de l’Europe, n’avait pas suffisamment à 
manger pendant la guerre. La moitié de sa nourriture venant 
de l’extérieur, la Suisse doit se serrer la ceinture dès le début du 
conflit. En 1940, on lance alors le Plan Wahlen : tous les terrains 
propices à l’agriculture sont cultivés. Du terrain industriel au 
stade de football en passant par les parcs publics, on plante des 
pommes de terre à tout bout de champ. Malgré tout, le degré 
d’autonomie de la Suisse augmente de moins d’une dizaine de 
pourcents, mais l’action a le bénéfice de rassurer la population.
 
Ce n’est cependant pas avec un sac de patates que la Suisse 
compte assurer sa défense. Se balader dans les montagnes 
suisses est un véritable plaisir, 
mais les randonneurs peu habitués 
risquent la surprise de trouver 
quelques entrées de tunnels 
lugubres et autres fortifications 
cachées entre deux sapins au 
fond d’un vallon. Il ne s’agit pas 
d’art brut helvétique mais bien 
de restes de la Seconde Guerre mondiale. Nos montagnes 
sont aussi trouées que du fromage : entre 1933 et 1945, on 
y construit des dizaines de milliers d’ouvrages fortifiés et tout 
un système de défense. On l’appelle Le Réduit National, dans 

lequel l’armée suisse se retirerait en cas d’invasion, forçant 
l’ennemi à une guerre longue et épuisante. Le réduit était à la 

Suisse ce que la ligne Maginot était 
a la France… sans les Belges pour 
voisins. Tous les ponts et tunnels 
sont également minés, afin de 
ralentir et dissuader l’envahisseur. 
Les opinions diffèrent, mais 
beaucoup admettent que la 
perspective de rencontrer une 

telle résistance découragea l’Allemagne nazie d’envahir 
la Suisse. Nous autres helvètes sommes pour notre part 
fiers de ce plan visant a protéger nos belles montagnes, 
sans réellement penser au fait qu’il s’agissait d’abandonner 

Le réduit était à la Suisse ce que la ligne 
Maginot était a la France… sans les Belges 

pour voisins.

Relations│ internationale(s)│ Beziehungen
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La Suisse Pendant 
la Seconde Guerre Mondiale:
Plus qu’une Histoire de Choux de Bruxelles

{...} jusqu’à la fin du conflit, la Suisse parvient 
à garder les troupes de l’Axe tout comme les 

troupes alliées hors de ses frontières

Coupon de rationnemment, utilisé jusqu’en juin 1948

lâchement la population Suisse vivant sur le plateau…
 
Pour mettre en application le plan du Réduit National mais 
surtout pour garder la frontière et assurer que la neutralité 
suisse soit respectée, il faut une armée et des soldats dignes 
de ce nom. Dès la montée des tensions en Europe, la Suisse 
commence à s’armer. Au déclenchement de la guerre, 
l’Assemblée Fédérale élit Henri Guisan au titre de Général 
de l’Armée Suisse. Il faut savoir 
que la Suisse n’élit un général 
qu’en temps de guerre, et il s’agit 
cette fois d’un francophone, ce 
qui reste une énorme fierté pour 
les Romands. Tout bon Welsch 
(Suisse-Romand) qui se respecte 
a un portrait du General Guisan 
dans sa cave. Mais revenons à nos 
soldats. Environ 120 000 de ces derniers sont mobilisés en 
1939, mais quand la France tombe aux mains des allemands 
en juin 1940, la deuxième mobilisation générale appelle 700 
000 hommes sous les drapeaux alors que le pays ne compte 
que 5 millions de citoyens. Les femmes prennent la place 
de leurs maris aux champs ou à l’usine. Tous tremblent à 
l’idée d’une invasion allemande, mais malgré de nombreuses 
menaces, la Suisse est épargnée. Plusieurs combats aériens 
auront cependant lieu avec la Luftwaffe nazie et plus tard un 
certain nombre de bombardiers alliés désorientés prirent des 
villes suisses pour cible - sans oublier le fleuron de l’aviation 
britannique qui confondit Genève et Gênes. Mais jusqu’à 
la fin du conflit, la Suisse parvient à garder les troupes de 
l’Axe tout comme les troupes alliées hors de ses frontières.
 
Les historiens peinent à s’accorder sur le pourquoi qui 
empêche Hitler d’envahir la Suisse, malgré sa position 

stratégique alléchante et son délicieux chocolat. Une chose est 
sûre: le temps et les moyens qu’Adolf et ses sbires auraient dû 
y consacrer n’en aurait pas valu la chandelle. Il faut également 
avouer que les helvètes ont le sens du business, et que 
l’énorme majorité de leurs exportations de matériel militaire 
va à l’Allemagne Nazie. La Suisse accepte aussi volontiers l’or 
cédé à l’Allemagne par la Hollande et la Belgique, et autorise 
certains trains à circuler entre l’Allemagne et l’Italie. Elle fait 

donc beaucoup pour rester dans 
les petits papiers de son effrayant 
voisin. En Suisse, on dit que 
c’est par principe et conviction 
que, guidés par le Général 
Guisan, nous restâmes neutres.
 
Admettons-le, le rôle de la Suisse fut 
loin d’être exemplaire pendant ces 

six années de guerre. Plusieurs décennies après sa fin de cette 
dernière, la Suisse fut à juste titre critiquée quant à sa politique 
d’asile, le refoulement de réfugiés juifs, la gestion de fonds en 
déshérence ou encore le commerce avec l’Allemagne Nazie. 
 
Au final, cette histoire de choux de Bruxelles explique bien plus 
que la nécessité d’apprendre à un petit fripon comme moi à 
finir son assiette. Ne voyons pas ces souvenirs d’antan comme 
un simple “Tu n’sais pas ce que c’est que d’avoir faim!‘’ ; il y a 
bien plus derrière : un père envoyé garder la frontière, une mère 
qui prend sa place aux champs ou à l’usine, une aire de jeux 
transformée en champ de patates ou encore la fierté d’être resté 
neutre pendant le conflit. Toute une génération qui l’a bien 
vécue, cette guerre. Certes, pas les atrocités que vécurent nos 
voisins, mais la même leçon à tirer en fin de page, le souvenir 
qu’ils se sentent le devoir de transmettre aux générations 
suivantes: ne répétez pas les erreurs des générations passées ! •
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Die hierzulande oftmals beschworene „Insel der Seligen“ 
hat sich in den letzten Jahren auf verschiedensten 

Gebieten zum Exportschlager entwickelt – sei es Haneke, 
Waltz oder Wurst, Film, Musik oder Wein. In Anbetracht 
dessen ist es naheliegend, sich nach weiteren möglichen 
Exportideen umzusehen. Das vielgerühmte Österreich öffnet 
also seine Schleusen und unserer Meinung nach ist auch sein 
politisches System bereit, ins globale Rampenlicht zu treten. 
Was würde sich dafür besser eignen als die Europäische 
Union? Seit Jahren wird von mancher Seite verzweifelt nach 
einem Weg gesucht, diese in einen effizienten, schlanken 
und demokratischen Staat umzuwandeln. Systemdebatten 
kreisen dabei um das US-amerikanische Modell, übersehen 
wird jedoch, dass die Lösung längst vor unseren Augen liegt 
– zwischen Boden- und Neusiedlersee. Vergessen wir also 
unsere Freunde auf der anderen Seite des großen Teichs und 
sehen uns an, wie die “Vereinigten Staaten von Europa” à la 
Österreich so aussehen würden. Es folgt, getreu dem Titel 
des vorliegenden Magazins, eine populärwissenschaftliche 
Spurensuche ohne Anspruch auf Praktikabilität, geschweige 
denn Ernsthaftigkeit.

Einem föderalen Staat österreichischen Anstrichs 
entsprechend hätte die Gründung unserer “Vereinigten 
Staaten von Europa” (oder treffender “Europareich”?) eine 
gravierende Machtverlagerung auf die europäische Ebene 
zur Folge. Die Mitgliedstaaten, fortan liebevoll “Länder” 
genannt, stünden einer durchaus einflussreichen föderalen 
Ebene, nunmehr “Bund” statt “Brüssel”, gegenüber. Im 
Gegenzug würden wir ihnen diesen Machtverlust etwa mit 
der finanziellen Unzurechnungsfähigkeit des österreichischen 
Finanzausgleichs versüßen. Aber der Reihe nach…

Das Herzstück unserer institutionellen Spielereien bilden 
die Anpassung des Europäischen Parlaments an den 
Nationalrat, sowie die Transformation des Rates der EU 
in den – in Wahrheit doch zu Unrecht gescholtenen – 
Bundesrat. Während sich für das EP somit wenig ändert, 
erfährt dessen minimal abgewerteter kleiner Bruder dank 
seiner sich aus nationalen Wahlergebnissen ableitenden 
Beschickung endlich die wiederholt geforderte demokratische 
Legitimierung. Dies führt zu einer Entmachtung der, 
auf europäischer Ebene, ohnehin weitläufig als lästig 
empfundenen Minister der einzelnen Mitgliedstaaten. Die 
vielerorts belächelte Kommission findet sich in diesem 
Gefüge endlich auch formell als “Bundesregierung” wieder, 
deren parlamentarische Kontrolle dabei komfortablerweise 
durch die Regierungsmehrheit ausgeübt wird. Die 
österreichische Realverfassung lässt selbst dem Europäischen 
Rat weiterhin Raum zur Entfaltung – in Form der 
Landeshauptleutekonferenz fungiert dieser weiterhin als der 
wahre Strippenzieher im Hintergrund. 

Glücklicherweise wird sich an der Situation, dass die EU durch 
eine Vielzahl an charismatischen Persönlichkeiten vertreten 
wird, nicht allzu viel ändern: Kissingers Erben genießen in 
der Anrufung Europas nach wie vor telekommunikative 
Wahlfreiheit, ob sie sich nun an den neu geschaffenen 
Bundeskanzler (ex-Kommissionspräsident) oder an seinen 
systematisch weiterhin irrlichternden Kollegen, den 
Bundespräsidenten (ex-Präsident des Europäischen Rates), 
wenden möchten. Ersterer bedarf immer noch einer Mehrheit 
im Parlament, wobei seine Wahl durch die Volksvertretung 
praktischerweise durch eine schlichte Ernennung von Gnaden 
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des Letzteren ersetzt wird. Jener verdankt diese theoretisch 
erhebliche Machtfülle seiner nunmehrigen Direktwahl durch 
das europäische Volk; demokratische Partizipation siegt 
also gleich in mehrfacher Hinsicht über klammheimliche 
Verhandlungen im stillen Kämmerlein.

Im Hinblick auf die Kompetenzverteilung zwischen 
Bundes- und Länderebene können bereits heute deutliche 
Parallelen konstatiert werden. So bleibt etwa das Prinzip 
der grundsätzlichen Zuweisung aller Kompetenzen an die 
Länder, wenn nicht explizit anders geregelt, bestehen (sog. 
Generalklausel). EU-Skeptiker müssen damit keineswegs auf 
ihr Lieblingsargument “Subsidiaritätsklausel” verzichten – 
zumindest auf dem Papier. Schließlich befindet sich gemäß 
des österreichischen 
F ö d e r a l i s m u s ( u n )
verständnisses die 
überwiegende Mehrheit 
der Zuständigkeiten 
beim Bund. Bloß äußerst 
kontroverse Themen, 
wie die Altersgrenzen 
für Alkoholkonsum oder 
die maximale Ausgehzeit Jugendlicher, müssen aufgrund 
ihrer enormen politischen Sprengkraft selbstverständlich 
in der Hand der Länder verbleiben. Diese sind gegen eine 
Verschiebung von Kompetenzen zu ihren Ungunsten dadurch 
geschützt, dass sie einer solchen im Bundesrat zu zwei 
Dritteln zustimmen müssten. Der Bundesrat, institutionell 
ansonsten unterhalb der Erheblichkeitsschwelle angesiedelt, 
vermag auf diese Weise Angriffe auf die oben genannten 
Kernbereiche abzuwehren und erhält so angesichts seines 
ansonsten lediglich suspensiv ausgestalteten Vetorechts eine 
gewisse Existenzberechtigung.

Die Verwaltung erfolgt ungebrochen dezentral, sodass 
Bundesrecht im Regelfall von den Ländern vollzogen wird. 
Deren Weisungsgebundenheit sorgt jedoch dafür, dass dies 
in den Ländern des europäischen Südens auch tatsächlich 
funktioniert. Teure und zahnlose Vertragsverletzungsverfahren 
gehören damit endlich der Vergangenheit an. Selbst die 
liebgewonnene Richtlinie schafft es in unserer System: als 
Rahmengesetz fristet sie auch in Zukunft ein Dasein am 
Rande der Überregulierung.

Bei den Steuern herrscht ab nun die unverfängliche Logik: 
Brüssel hebt ein, Berlin, Paris oder Athen geben aus! Im 
alljährlichen Finanzausgleich wird festgelegt, welcher Anteil 
der Steuereinnahmen den einzelnen Ländern zufällt. Heißt 
das etwa, die Länder wären künftig zu einer ordentlichen 
Haushaltsführung gezwungen? Aber nein, Spekulieren und 
Schuldenmachen sind nach wie vor “part of the game”, und 
wenn man sich als Land mal übernimmt, dann gibt es immer 

Die Mitgliedstaaten, fortan liebevoll “Länder” genannt, 
stünden einer durchaus einflussreichen föderalen Ebene, 

nunmehr “Bund” statt “Brüssel”, gegenüber. Im Gegenzug 
würden wir ihnen diesen Machtverlust etwa mit der 

finanziellen Unzurechnungsfähigkeit des österreichischen 
Finanzausgleichs versüßen

noch den Bund in Gestalt des europäischen Steuerzahlers, 
der hilfreich und verständnisvoll zur Seite steht.

Abschließend der größte Bonus eines Europas à l’autrichienne: 
Der gebetsmühlenartig wiederholte Einwand, grundlegende 
Reformen seien angesichts des damit verbundenen 
konfliktträchtigen Vertragsänderungsverfahrens nicht 
möglich, hat ausgedient. Bar jeglicher Ironie vermag gerade 
das österreichische System diese Reformresistenz zu brechen – 
dank seiner Möglichkeit einer simplen, im Kern lediglich eine 
⅔-Mehrheit im Parlament erfordernden Verfassungsänderung. 
Nackte Zahlen belegen die Effektivität dieser Wunderwaffe 
gegen politischen Stillstand: Seit ihrem Inkrafttreten 
wurde die alpenländische Verfassung weit über tausendmal 

(1.000!) geändert. Eine 
gewisse Aushöhlung des 
Begriffs “Verfassung” 
sollte ebenso wie eine 
durchaus zu attestierende 
Unübersichtlichkeit getrost 
als Kollateralschaden 
hingenommen werden, 
zumal die Änderung 

wirklich großer Brocken (sogenannter “Baugesetze der 
Bundesverfassung”) den Sanktus der europäischen Bürger 
in Form einer obligatorischen Volksabstimmung erfordert. 
Die direkte Demokratie wird somit gestärkt, ganz nach 
dem Motto “Europa den Bürgern” (ein Schelm, wer kritisch 
auf die in der Geschichte der 2. Republik lediglich einmal 
erfolgte Aktivierung dieser Vorschrift verweist)!   
 
An dieser Stelle endet unser zugegebenermaßen simplifiziertes 
Gedankenexperiment. Schlussendlich soll seine polemische 
und somit primär auf das Lesevergnügen abzielende 
Ausrichtung aber nicht den Blick auf einige ernsthafte Aspekte 
trüben. In Wahrheit zeigt es nämlich, dass sich die Union 
bereits in vielerlei Hinsicht der Struktur und Funktionsweise 
eines Bundesstaates angenähert hat, wobei zahlreiche 
Probleme, die  typischerweise mit der Union assoziiert 
werden, in wenig differenzierter Form auch föderalistischen 
Nationalstaaten anhaften. Umstrittene Fragen hinsichtlich 
der Kompetenzverteilung, des institutionellen Gefüges sowie 
von Verfassungsänderungen stellen sich unabhängig davon, 
ob die in gewissem Sinne artifizielle Schwelle zum Staat 
überschritten wird. Eine seriös geführte Debatte über die 
eventuelle Weiterentwicklung der Union zu einer föderalen 
Einheit bedarf daher auch einer umfassenderen Diskussion 
über die politische und institutionelle Ausgestaltung dieser 
Einheit. Dieser Diskurs muss notwendigerweise über die bloße 
Übernahme des US-amerikanischen Modells hinausgehen. 
Und Hand aufs Herz: Am Ende unserer kontinentalen 
Odyssee würden wir doch alle lieber in “Europareich” als in 
den “Vereinigten Staaten von Europa” anlegen... •
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A few weeks ago I was scouring the Brunnenmarkt for limes 
for a Sriracha noodle recipe I was experimenting with, 

but noticed something rather peculiar: despite my exhaustive 
efforts, I turned up nothing. There were lemons, grapefruits, 
every variety of oranges and numerous other citrus fruits I 
couldn’t identify – but not a single lime. I finally caved and 
went to Billa, where I couldn’t justify the price for something 
as simple as the spritz for my noodles. It was odd, especially 
thinking back to recent encounters with several tequila shots 
that were served with oranges. 

Later that week, I stumbled across an article in The Kitchn that 
alluded to high prices of limes and the potential involvement 
of Mexican drug cartels. After a bit of poking around, I 
discovered that recent developments in the Mexican criminal 
underworld have given rise to regional mafias who are putting 
the squeeze on the local lime industry – driving up prices and 
decimating exports. 

A significant percentage of limes are grown in southern 
Mexico, in the states of Michoacán, Guerrero and Veracruz, 
and in recent years, they have been subject to adverse weather 
and a fungal outbreak — causing crop yields to plummet. 
However, this season, they have maintained relatively steady 
production in the state of Michoacán, which has been spared 
most of the disease and bad weather, according to National 
Public Radio. 

The intermittent dips in production have caused lime prices to 
spike several times within the past few years, which generally 
led to increased returns for the remaining lime growers and 
shippers. However, in Michoacán, the increase in lime prices 
has incentivized  regional organized criminal groups to extort 
money from growers and shippers hoping to capitalize on the 
swelling profit margins.

Michoacán is the primary operating territory of the Mexican 
criminal group, the Knights Templar, a splinter group of 
La Familia Michoacána, which was dismantled in 2011, 
according to PBS. Other local groups include Los Rojos, 
an offshoot of the Beltran Leyva Organization (BLO), and 
the Jalisco Cartel - New Generation (CJNG). According to 
InSight Crime, there has been a recent uptick in violence in 
neighboring Guerrero as a result of the decline of the BLO, as 
regional groups struggle for dominance in the yawning power 
gap. 

There is, however, an intricate connection between these 
groups and the recent flurry of Internet forums and newspaper 
queries on the lime shortage with titles like “The lime panic of 
2014” and “Mexican restaurants in U.S. squeezed by surging 
lime prices.” While bartenders in Manhattan, to restaurant 
managers Vienna conjectured about trends in black market 
for “green gold” and were forced to cut lime juice like cocaine, 
there was something much more serious at work. 

At present, there is a protection racket operating in the 
Mexican lime industry that is surprisingly formal and 
organized. In fact, crime in the region is so formalized that 
one shipper told the Christian Science Monitor that the 
criminal groups are issuing receipts for trucks that pay the 
local gang for safe passage. This isn’t necessarily a unique 
phenomenon, however, as rackets control tons of markets, 
including everything from jewelry to antiques and textiles. 

However, the situation in Mexico is distinct because 
these groups feed off the relative weakness of the Mexican 
government in the region. Although the groups in Middle 
and South America are generally referred to as drug cartels, 
the term “cartel” is a bit of a misnomer. These organized 
criminal groups are in direct opposition to one another and 
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are interested in pushing out their competitors to develop a 
monopoly on the drug market, instead of cooperating as in 
a cartel. In this context, it is more useful to evaluate these 
groups from the standpoint of protection rackets or mafi as. 

It’s common knowledge that whenever there is prohibition 
of a good with a high demand, e.g. the US in the 1920s, it 
is likely that some kind of bootlegging or organized criminal 
network will emerge. In the case of Mexico, the prohibition 
of cocaine, heroin and marijuana (and subsequent high 
demand in the US) has led to the emergence of organized 
criminal networks that operate to fi ll this demand. However, 
with respect to the lime growers, these networks have begun 
operating extortion rackets, which makes them mafi as and 
places them squarely in another market: the market for 
protection. 

Mafi a scholar, Diego Gambetta, and author of the seminal 
Th e Sicilian Mafi a, writes that it is at this point when a group 
comes into confl ict with the state. As protection racketeers, 
they are essentially challenging the state’s monopoly on force. 
But according to CSM, not only were local groups running 
protection rackets, they were imposing specifi c demands on 
the farmers including determining where they could sell their 
crops and at what prices. Th is is yet another feature of a mafi a, 
organization, which also seek to control the market that they 
protect. Th ese local groups reinforce their power through 
gruesome murders and these graphic demonstrations show 
that these groups have the power to execute people at will, 
and directly oppose the local government. 
Ultimately, it hasn’t been just the limes that have fallen 

victim to Mexico’s drug war. Since former President Phillipe 
Calderón embarked on the war in December 2006, more 
than 60,000 people have been killed, according to Human 
Rights Watch, fuelled largely by weapons shipped illegally 
from the US, who obtains  90 percent of its cocaine from 
Mexico. Th is drug market is immense. According to the US 
Department of Homeland Security, Mexican drug cartels 
make between $19 and $29 billion annually, accounting for 
a major part of the US drug market that hovers around an 
estimated $60 billion per year.  

Th e Mexican state has made gains in recent months. Last 
March, Mexican authorities claim to have taken out the leader 
of La Familia  Michoacán, “El Mas Loco” or “Th e Craziest 
One.” However, there is some dispute as to this report’s 
authenticity because they also claimed to have killed him 
in 2010. However, these gains are consistently undermined 
by power struggles as regional groups struggle for political 
and economic control. Ultimately, the Arizona Department 
of Agriculture has stated that due to their pervasiveness and 
integration with the legitimate enterprise, one can no longer 
confi rm exactly where Mexican limes come from, nor can 
they assure that they have not been subject to the rackets of 
Mexican mafi as. 

We may hesitate before paying an extra few euros for our 
mojito or a margarita, but rarely does one consider that 
something as subtle as a minor price hike could be rooted in 
something so complex and sinister, especially given the fact 
that something as innocent as a lime may have been obtained 
at the expense of another human being. •
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How the Great Chemist’s War
Brought About the Substitution of Guano  

Lisa Butzenlechner

the yields of the present fields. When removing the yield, 
the natural circle and production of essential nutrients is 
disturbed, and therefore, they had to be added artificially. In 
the early pre-industrial days, manure was applied; later, better 
alternatives were found in guano and salitre.

Guano is nitrogen-rich, solidified bird excrement that can 
only be found in coastal, rainless regions, and the richest 
deposits in terms of nitrogen content were found on the 
Peruvian coast. The nutrient there had been used for 
centuries by local agriculture, but was not brought to Europe 
until 1804 by Alexander von Humboldt. The second form 
of natural sources of nitrogen was salitre, the Spanish name 
for sodium nitrate, also called Chile or Peru Saltpeter (not 
to be confused with ordinary Saltpeter). It is one of the few 
naturally bound forms of nitrogen in the earth crust and 
was discovered in the Atacama Desert. Salitre can not only 
be used as a fertilizer, but also to produce gunpowder. For 
example, by 1900 the US was already using it for as much as 
50 percent of its imports for this purpose.

The invalidity Malthusian economics is the fundamental 
basis for the argument that the world cannot run out of 
resources, because human beings are resourceful in finding 
alternatives when prices rise in times of scarcity. This model 
was best contradicted by the result of the  guano mania of 
the 19th century, according to geologist Michael S. Fulp in 
his article in the Mercenary Geologist. He states that guano 
was the only mineral resource the world has ever run out 
of. This statement and the theory of inexhaustible resources 
can be debated, as for the case of guano, huge amounts were 
exported from Peru and the islands in the Pacific and the 
most suitable spots were mined out by 1874. This was not 
a major problem for Europe, as the exports of salitre could 
largely satiate European farmer’s hunger for nitrogen, but 
local farmers that had been using the nutrients for centuries 
were left with empty deposits.

The discovery of these two forms of fixed nitrogen, serving 
as fertilizers, led to first imperialistic tendencies of the US 
concerning its “backyard” Latin America. It also led to a war, 

World War I is sometimes referred as the “chemist’s war” 
due to the prevalence of poison gas warfare, including 

the use of massive amounts of nitrogen. It proved to be the 
beginning of a fundamental change in the world’s ecological 
relation with nitrogen, according to Gregory Cushman, 
Associate Professor for history at the University of Kansas, 
states in his fascinating book “Guano and the Opening of 
the Pacific World.” This is the result of the development of 
the Haber-Bosch process, a process that uses the reaction of 
hydrogen and nitrogen to produce ammonia, by German 
chemists in 1909. This process was meant to feed the world’s 
hunger for fertilizers, but with the outbreak of the war, it 
became an indispensable resource. This invention therefore 
helped the Germans to supply the most crucial things for the 
war effort: food and munitions.

Food security is one of the key tasks of a nation to secure 
social peace, especially in wartime because soldiers and 
civilians have to be provided with adequate aliment for 
victory. Historically, there have been numerous riots and 
revolutions resulting from (among other reasons) periods of 
starvation due to bad harvests, such as the revolution of 1848 
after the “hungry 40s” or the French revolution.

In 1798 the British economist Thomas Malthus published his 
“Essay on the Principles of Population”, in which he argued 
in favor of controlling mechanisms of population growth. 
In his opinion, population, when unchecked growing, 
increases in geometrical ratio and food supply increases only 
arithmetically, which will result in a collapse of the food 
supply. However, he did not expect the food production to 
increase as rapidly as it has over the last two centuries due 
to technological and scientific advancement in the field of 
fertilizers and other agricultural techniques.

In the 19th century, global population grew from 1 to 1.6 
billion – mostly in Europe – and bird excrement helped 
feed the increased population. In most parts of Europe, the 
disposable arable land was already cultivated, which meant 
that they could not simply expand the cultivated land to 
meet the needs of a growing population, but had to increase 
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which was the beginning of the longest lasting diplomatic 
stalemate in Latin America. In 1856 the USA adopted the 
“Guano Island Act”, which enabled the seizing by US citizens 
of any inhabited island where guano is found. Gregory 
Cushman calls the claims 
under this act a “landmark in 
the history of US imperialism”. 
Under this act, 66 islands were 
claimed, nine of which remain 
US territory today.

The most important turning-
point in the geo-political 
distribution of guano and 
salitre exports was probably 
the “War of the Pacific” of 
Chile against Peru and Bolivia, 
which lasted from 1879 till 
1884. This led to Chile’s acquisition of the salitre-rich regions 
of Tarapacá (formerly Peruvian) and Antofagasta (formerly 
Bolivian coastal region). In this war – Salpeterkrieg, in 
German – Bolivia lost its access to the sea and Peru lost one 
of its most important sources of income in the form of salitre 
exports.

However, the real winner was Britain, speculating on a 
Chilean victory and afterwards, pocketing large shares of the 
salitre incomes. Another result of the war was the broken 
diplomatic ties between Chile and Bolivia during most of 
the 20th century. The final step of which was Chile’s case 
against Bolivia before the International Court of Justice in 
2013 regarding its access to the sea set down in the peace 
treaty of 1904 which was, as Gideon Long of the BBC calls 
it, “Latin America’s longest-running and bitterest diplomatic 
stand-offs.”

The prosperity of the salitre industry did not last long though, 
because European scientists were searching for alternatives to 
the expensive and uncertain source of natural nitrates. For 
example, Justus von Liebig (1803-73) found “fossil guano” 
(bones and teeth of extinct reptiles) as a substitute. Due to the 

limited disposability of this resource, it was never applied in 
a broad way and could not replace Latin American imports. 
However, the breakthrough was then the invention by Fritz 
Haber and Carl Bosch developing the synthesis of ammonia 

from atmospheric nitrogen. 
The first plant in Oppau, 
Germany producing in a larger 
scale started in 1913 by BASF, 
a chemical manufacturer. 

When the situation became 
critical in Germany due to the 
British sea blockade starting 
with the outbreak of the war 
in summer of 1914, cutting off 
nitrogen imports from Latin 

America, this scientific breakthrough came right in time. 
This recently inaugurated ammonia production process was 
consequently used to produce for the German war industry.

The Haber-Bosch Proces is therefore another example of a 
harmless invention, later used for belligerent actions, but also 
signified the one of the most crucial inventions of our time. It 
freed European farmer’s from the dependence on natural sources 
and marks a prerequisite for the population growth throughout 
the 20th and 21st century. On the other side the mining of 
atmospheric nitrogen led to an increase of reactive nitrogen 
entering the earth’s biogeochemical system by approximately 
150%, compared to pre-industrial times acording to a report 
„Green Economy in a Blue World“ of UNEP, FAO and other 
international organizations. This leads to increasing problems 
in water quality and marine life. The history of nitrogen use 
shows how the need for resources can have violent conflicts 
as a consequence which may remain for a very long time in 
the collective memory of the respective nations, but also how 
scarcity and uncertain resource supply may trigger scientific 
development and the search for alternatives. •

Food security is one of the key tasks of a nation to 
secure social peace, especially in wartime soldiers 

and civilians have to be provided with adequate ali-
ment for victory. We have seen several riots and rev-

olutions caused (among other reasons) by periods 
of starvation due to bad harvests, such as in 1848 

after the “hungry 40s” or the French Revolution
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An Adventure through the 
Kurdistan Region

Travel

Over spring break, three friends and I embarked on a road 
trip across the Kurdistan Region of Iraq in a loaned 

Monica, otherwise known as a Toyota Land Cruiser. (The 
Kurds name their cars after famous U.S. figures — a Lincoln 
Town Car, for instance, is an Obama.) Although this was not 
my first visit, on this trip I discovered a Kurdistan I had never 
known before. We didn’t know what to expect, but what we 
experienced surpassed anything we could have imagined. 

Whether we were watching a caged football match among 
the vast emptiness of rugged terrain, 
learning the fine art of Persian car-
pet weaving or listening to an Easter 
sermon delivered in Syriac at one of 
the oldest Christian monasteries in 
the world, we did not experience a 
dull moment. Everywhere we went 
we were welcomed with open arms. Being Kurdish myself, I 
had known Kurdish hospitality, but not like this. 

Here we were, four strangers walking through their streets 
and invading the peace of the morning hours — but that 
didn’t stop the residents from inviting us in to share break-
fast, and they were rather upset if we declined. The Kurds 
opened their homes to us, providing us with shelter and food, 
treating us as if we were part of their families. We soon real-
ized that we wouldn’t need to spend a dime; due to Kurdish 
hospitality, it was the cheapest trip I had ever been on. 

Upon learning that we were tourists from Austria, a smile 
would grace the locals’ faces, followed by utterances of “Vien-

na” or “Danube” and shared insights on places we must visit 
before leaving. Someone even mentioned a new nightclub 
in Erbil, Club Aura, but we didn’t think much of it, hav-
ing already enjoyed a few lounges and traditional music cafes 
along the way. However, upon entering Club Aura, we were 
flabbergasted. 

I had never seen anything like it. It was a real, Western-style 
nightclub — but with a good DJ and lighting effects. It 
seemed like such a paradox. Here I was in Kurdistan, watch-

ing women and their boyfriends, all 
dressed up, dancing as if it was no 
one’s business. We took in the scene 
around us, the owner explained that 
the club was the first of its kind in 
all of Iraq since Saddam Hussein in-
creased oppression on the Iraqi peo-

ple following his defeat in the Gulf War. 

It opened as a result of the growing international and ex-
pat community, but there weren’t just diplomats and interns 
here. Twenty-somethings had travelled here from Baghdad, 
Syria and even Iran to escape the harsh realities of their life. 
They frequently travel to the Kurdistan Region to drink, 
dance and are free to wear whatever they want without scru-
tiny. It wasn’t a sight I was used to seeing here, but I shouldn’t 
have been surprised. This was just another part of the ev-
er-evolving Kurdistan. Before we left, the owner told us that 
he would frequently employ female DJs, and he even invited 
us to catch a show by Russian Playmate DJ Sexation, Olga 
Ryazanova. And at this point we couldn’t help but laugh.•

 Club Aura, in Erbil, the capital of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq

Nergiz J. Abi

It wasn’t a sight I was used to seeing here, 
but I shouldn’t have been surprised. This 
was part of the ever-evolving Kurdistan
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Notes from Ukraine
The DA Ukrainisti

When boarding our train to Ukraine, the group 
morale was uncertain of the chemistry that would 
develop between us. We had been following 
the unfolding events in Ukraine keenly since the 
beginning of the year. There were numerous 
occasions where we contemplated canceling 
the trip due to the prospects of violence or 
physical danger to our trip. Thankfully, our nerves 
and patience paid off to give us a glimpse of the 
beauty that is Ukraine. Below are a collection of 
our experiences and thoughts on the events that 
impacted us the most. 

Arrival: Francesca

We couldn’t drive up to the hotel. Stacks of tires and rubbish 
blocked the road: the barricades of Maidan, Independence 
Square. And so we disembarked. We were prepared for a tense 
atmosphere, but not for what we stepped into. It was the last 
day of the 40 days of mourning for those who had died in 
February’s shootings, gunned down by snipers on that very 
road. Music played — a folk song, the words unintelligible 

but clearly the melancholic tones of grieving. Blue and 
yellow Ukrainian flags rose out of the barricades bedecked in 
flowers, and small candles in brightly colored jars illuminated 
the faces in the photos of the Heavenly Hundred; a somber 
but fitting beginning to a trip that would be both a sobering 
reflection on Eastern European politics as well as an amazing 
insight into a fascinating country. 

Political Turmoil: Jan

Walking across Maidan, we could observe characteristic 
revolutionary developments: different political movements 
had sprung up like mushrooms after the rain. Next to the 
omnipresent ring of 12 golden stars on azure background, red 
and black versions of the Ukrainian flag could be seen across 
the square. This flag – used by the Ukrainian Insurgent Army 
during their resistance against the Soviet Union – has become 
the symbol for nationalist groups and parties, most notably 
the Right Sector. Uniformed men wearing Right Sector 
insignia could be seen on Maidan in numbers comparable 
to those of the “official” self-defense forces. Tensions were on 
the rise, and a shootout between different uniformed activists 
had occurred only a couple of hours before we visited a bar 
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next to the scene. We realized that revolutions are never 
homogenous, but that they are often comprised of different 
groups seeking conflicting results. 

Acquaintances: Albert

Every time you go to another country you should make a 
point of meeting the local people, and there was plenty of 
opportunity for doing so on our trip to Ukraine. Before 
even entering the country, at the Hungarian-Ukrainian 
border, we fraternized with the railroad workers changing the 
wheels of the train (although they were rather inebriated and 
communication was restricted to the exchange of cigarettes). 
Later on, we made friends with the dining car waiter who 
provided us with vodka after our own supplies had been 
exhausted. We were most inspired, however, by the open-
minded and revolutionary spirit of the young Ukrainian 
students we got to know in an underground bar in L’viv. Slava 
Ukraina!

Aspirations of the Younger Generation: Erik

We had the opportunity to meet two groups of students. One 
was from the Diplomatic Academy of Kyiv, the other from 
the semi-private Mohyla Academy. Despite their differing 
personalities, these students had one thing in common: 
they were fed up with politicians stealing the wealth of the 
country to the detriment of its people, and they could not 
see a new leader coming that would change it. While their 
future prospects did not look bright, I was struck by their 
friendliness and optimism. At this point I realized how 
blessed I was to live in a prosperous democratic country, with 
the world and so many opportunities open to me. 

Peace and Reflection: Zach

At the time of our arrival in L’viv, we were all overwhelmed 
by the raw experiences we had in Kyiv. Between the open 
enthusiasm of the Molhyla students and the frank interactions 
we had had with Ukrainian government officials, we were 
fatigued both mentally and physically. Our arrival in L’viv 
could not have been better timed. However, the city seemed 
to exist in its own little bubble, an oasis in the turbulent 
sea surrounding it. The atmosphere was not tense. In fact, 
the weather and friendliness of the city’s inhabitants were 
glorious. With the revelations and aspirations we had been 
exposed to, L’viv was the perfect place to sit back in a beer 
garden and enjoy a couple cold pints. Those last few moments 
were perfect not only to reflect on the experiences of the trip, 
but also to realize the potential of this beautiful country. 

Culture: Stefanie
Recent events may have left their marks, but amidst the 
heaps of rubble we could still see the rich culture of beautiful 
Ukraine: the golden domes of various colorful Orthodox 
churches alongside brilliant examples of Soviet architecture. 
We wandered through the candlelit tunnels of Kyiv Pechersk 
Lavra, a cave monastery, to see mummified saints and 
glittering icons; we visited monuments commemorating the 
atrocities of history; we even spent two splendid evenings at 
the opera. At the National Opera in Kyiv we saw a classical 
ballet, while the Viennese style theater of L’viv staged a 
rather extraordinary merger of various Italian operas and 
contemporary dance. The cultural sights were certainly 
unforgettable and will long be remembered through the 
numerous postcards that now decorate our homes. 
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Maidan is obviously not a sourvenir shop. You can 
still smell the smoke and feel the tension in the 
air as you walk slowly through the barricades 

Souvenirs: Simone

Maidan is obviously not a souvenir shop. You can still 
smell the smoke and feel the tension in the air as you walk 
slowly through the barricades. Nevertheless, a sort of open 
air “market” has been set up: smiling sellers stand behind 
their stalls offering you blue and yellow ribbons, Ukrainian 
flags, magnets of Maidan, books and pamphlets. The most 
interesting products are the miniature golden bread loaves 
representing the infamous richness of the ousted President: 
Mr. Yanukovych. Is it historic memorabilia or revolutionary 
merchandise? Is it a way to keep the Maidan spirit alive or a 
pragmatic attempt to make money from tourists of political 
unrest? Could someone have come up with the idea of 
selling miniature brioches in front of the stormed Bastille? 
The revolution has set in place a variety of narratives that 
are as murky and uncertain as the future of Ukraine is for its 
citizens.  

Crossing Borders: Elisabeth

There are many ways to travel. You can go by car or take a 
plane, or you can do what we did on our way to Ukraine: 
embark upon a 30 hour train ride to cover a distance which 
could be made with a three hour flight. If you want to 
discover a new country, you have to get closer slowly to feel 
the different atmosphere, to notice the changes of landscape, 
to feel the crossing of borders. Ukraine is part of Europe. It is 
next door, and still leftovers of history let you feel the spirit 
of the Iron Curtain, while crossing over no man’s land and 
seeing the old watch towers. You learn to appreciate what we 
take for granted – freedom and peace. At the end of our trip, 
we realized that we had not only crossed geographic borders, 
but also those within our hearts that brought us much closer 
to Ukraine than before. •
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Rio de Janeiro:  The Marvelous City

Ekaterina Nikolaeva

Travel

My plane landed in Rio de Janeiro at night, and as I was 
flying from Sao Paulo, the aircraft made the famous 

curve over the Guanabara Bay, offering a breathtaking view 
of the city on its way to the centrally located Santos Dumont 
Airport. As I gazed out of the plane window, eager to get 

my first impression of cidade maravilhosa, or the “marvelous 
city”, as Brazilians call it – I saw millions of sparkling lights, 
which heavily contrasted the vast darkness of the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

However, in that moment I knew that my mind was not 
free of stereotypes about Brazil — both the good — and 
the not-so-flattering: beaches, bossa nova, excessive love of 
football and soap operas, high crime rates, and above all, the 
Brazilians themselves — cheerfully samba-ing through their 
tough, yet happy lives. All these images are united in Rio de 
Janeiro.
From a bird’s-eye view, one could hardly avoid falling in 
love with Rio, but it wasn’t until I was on the ground that I 
started to question its “marvelousness”. I found myself in the 
middle of the crowded city-jungle, enveloped in the tropical 
heat, noise and the fear of never seeing my purse again. The 
discrepancy between the real Rio, and media-formulated 
images was astonishing. But reality is what counts, and so 
I decided to put aside my first judgments about Rio and to 
devote my time to exploring its personality – replete with 
striking contrasts. 

The first useful lesson I learned from cariocas (Rio’s residents) 
was simple: in all situations, remain relaxed. This is the only 
way to truly enjoy the Rio lifestyle, though. Indeed, one can 
witness tanned cariocas spending weekends on shining sandy 
beaches, sipping coconut water or playing beach volleyball, 
and at night, Rio’s famous bohemian district, Lapa, offers 
party-lovers a large variety of venues for dancing, listening 
to traditional samba music or simply having a few caipirinhas 
(Brazil’s national cocktail). 

People in Rio know how to celebrate life, but it would be 
imprudent attribute constant tranquility and laziness to all 

Brazilians; their lives do not resemble a careless carnival. 
An average carioca does not live in such prestigious coastal 
districts as Copacabana, Flamengo or Leblon. He or she, 
when commuting to work or school, has to spend long 
hours on city buses and trains, which tend to unpredictably 
break down in the middle of their routes or get stuck in 
traffic jams. Despite the vague sense of time and punctuality, 
Rio’s natives are hard working. Placing little hope on social 
policies, they tend to rely on their own abilities to acquire 
decent education and work. Resentment toward the current 
government persists, but the recent mass protests have not 
changed much. Rio has turned into a construction site for the 
upcoming FIFA World Cup, and natives note disingenuously 
that the infrastructure of the city is still underdeveloped for 
this world-class event.

By the end of my month-long stay in Rio de Janeiro, I’d started 
to better understand the life philosophy of its residents. They 
face the inconveniencies of a crowded metropolis. They 
criticize the government and municipal authorities and 
mercilessly point out the disadvantages of their native city. 
Between the words of criticism, however, I saw their endless 
love toward Rio, its cultural richness and its unforgettable 
nature. I gave this marvelous city the chance to conquer my 
heart, and it did not disappoint me. Heading back to Vienna, 
I was left with numerous bright impressions and memories of 
Rio de Janeiro. Moreover, I felt the desire to go back and to 
experience more of this city’s inharmonious beauty. •

I found myself in the middle of the 
crowded city-jungle, embraced by 

troplical heat, noise and the fear of 
never seeing my purse again 

People relaxing at Ipanema Beach
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