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Pussy Riot and Rrrrevolution 

Jenae Armstrong

Performance has always been a way to express thoughts and 
feelings of the human condition. Pussy Riot, an all-female 

Russian punk rock band was arrested for performing “A Punk 
Prayer” on the public stage of Moscow’s Cathedral of Christ 
the Savior in February 2012. Protesting Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s policies and his connection with the Russian 
Orthodox Church. 

With songs like “Mother of God, Drive Putin Away”, 
Riot, who was defined by Reuters as “the avant-garde of a 
disenchanted generation looking for creative ways to show 
dissatisfaction with Putin’s 12-year dominance of politics,”  
voice their opposition and dissatisfaction with discriminatory 
government policies toward women, education, health care, 
and LGBT rights.

Pussy Riot has had a huge impact in Russia, but its musical 
origins date back further than one might expect. Feminist 
punk emerged during the American Riot Grrrl movement 
of the 1990s. This DIY (do it yourself ) movement expressed 
political activism through Zines (self-made magazines) 
concerned with gender awareness, as well as music and art. 
The music confronted topics such as violence against women, 
sexuality and female empowerment. Riot Girls, led by bands 
like Bikini Kill, thrived on both the West and East coasts of 
America, in the Pacific-Northwest and Washington, D.C. 
The Riot Grrrl movement of the 90s is living on through 
Pussy Riot whose twist on this political and social movement 
incorporates a significant degree of performance art.

“What we have in common is impudence, politically loaded 
lyrics, the importance of feminist discourse and a non-standard 
female image,” said Pussy Riot in a statement to The St. 
Petersburg Times. “The difference is that Bikini Kill performed 
at specific music venues, while we hold unsanctioned concerts. 
On the whole, Riot Grrrl was closely linked to Western 
cultural institutions, whose equivalents don’t exist in Russia.”

The leading group of the Riot Grrrl movement was Bikini Kill, 
who according to the book Popular Music and Human Rights 
“articulated a discourse of human rights within punk rock 
that placed gender issues at the forefront, again using punk 
to articulate a response to local issues and problems.” It was at 
about this time that third-wave feminism emerged, which was 
dedicated to the voices of all women, as opposed to the first 
and second waves of feminism which included predominantly 

middle- and upper-class white women. The third-wave 
incorporates a broader demographic to reflect the diversity of 
women as a whole: young, old and of diverse experiences and 
ethnicities.

Originating in Olympia, Washington, Bikini Kill performed 
live shows that encouraged women to attend, particularly 
because punk is a traditionally a male-dominated genre. 
Having opened for acts like Nirvana and Joan Jett, this all-
female band has been an inspiration for many subsequent 
bands including Hole (Courtney Love), Le Tigre, Sleater 
Kinney and Gossip. Their lyrics in the famous song Rebel Girl 
promote female empowerment.

“That girl thinks she’s the queen of the neighborhood, She’s got the 
hottest trike in town. That girl she holds her head up so high, I 
think I want to be her best friend, yeah...Rebel girl...you are the 
queen of my world.” 

Queen of the Riot Grrrl movement, Bikini Kill singer Kathleen 
Hannah, is known for her brilliant maneuver of writing “Kurt 
Smells like Teen Spirit” in Sharpie on Cobain’s wall, thus 
inspiring the name of Nirvana’s seminal track, “Smells Like 
Teen Spirit”, according to Michael Azerrad’s biography, Come 
as You Are: The Story of Nirvana.

In the United States, the Riot Grrrl movement did not have 
to resort to breaking the law to be heard, but in Russia the 
situation is different. For their performances, such as at the 
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Cathedral of Christ the Savior, the band took over public 
space and brought the movement to their own country. In an 
interview with the BBC News, Pussy Riot members claimed 
that only illegal actions can bring media attention.

According to The St. Petersburg Times, the group is united 
by feminism, anti-authoritarianism and opposition to Putin. 
In n+1 Magazine’s article “Pussy Riot Closing Statements,“ 
Tolokonnikova explains that “This is a trial of the entire 
political system of the Russian Federation, which, to its 
great misfortune, enjoys quoting its own cruelty toward the 
individual, its indifference toward human honor and dignity, 
repeating all of the worst moments 
of Russian history.”

Following their performance 
in the cathedral, three of the 
group’s members, Nadezhda 
Tolokonnikova, Maria Alyokhina 
and Ekaterina Samutcevich 
were convicted of hooliganism 
motivated by religious hatred or 
hostility. According to Rolling Stone, Tolokonnikova stated in 
court, “Our goal was political protest in artistic form. There 
was no hate, not a drop.” Local followers expressed their 
support outside of the courtroom and many well-known 
musicians and performers such as Sting, Yoko Ono and Red 
Hot Chili Peppers called for their release. Alyokhina stated, 
“I thought the church loved all its children, but it seems the 
church loves only those children who love Putin.”

The women have been serving in a penal colony for the last two 
years, where Tolokonnikova describes the conditions similar 
to “slave labor,” in which they had to work up to 16 hours 
per day, and many prisoners were beaten for not completing 

their work, however Tolokonnikova was spared abuse. 
President Putin implemented an amnesty law two months 
before their expected release, which permitted Alyokhina 
and Tolokonnikova to go home to their families. Upon her 
release, Tolokonnikova, the unofficial front woman, explained 
her skepticism of the Russian government’s implementation 
of the amnesty law so soon before the beginning of the 
Olympic Games in Sochi, and called on western governments 
to abstain from participating.

Musicians across the world have shown their solidarity, and 
several chapters such as Pussy Riot Olympia emerged and created 

videos and music to express their 
backing of the band’s music and 
actions, and Bikini Kill drummer, 
Tobi Vail, created a solidarity track 
to show support for the Pussy Riot 
movement.

The issues brought up by 
punk feminism may lessen by 

encouraging public discourse and dialogue on these issues. 
Kathleen Hanna wrote in Pitchfork Magazine that “Everyone 
is always asking me, ‘How do we restart Riot Grrrl? And I’m 
like, ‘Don’t.’ Who wants to restart something that’s 20 years old? 
Start your own fucking thing.” On her blog KathleenHanna.
com she proposes that “people all over the world started their 
own performance groups, bands, art collectives” and called 
them different names like Pussy Riot Athens, Paris, etc. “Who 
knows this could be the start of a whole new thing, a whole 
new motivating source for a globally connected unapologetic 
punk feminist art and music scene. A catalyst, no matter what 
it gets called. Anything is possible, if anything, this band has 
reminded us of that.” •

“Who knows this could be the start of a whole 
new thing, a whole new motivating source for a 
globally connected unapologetic punk feminist 

art and music scene. A catalyst, no matter 
what it gets called. Anything is possible, if 

anything, this band has reminded us of that”
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In the Defense of Men

Catherine M. Hooker

In the debate about gender equality, sexual orientation and 
feminism vs. sexism, men are also fighting an uphill battle.  

Men growing up in a modern world may want things to be 
more equal between the sexes, but they often don’t know how 
to contribute because it is difficult to find a voice when some 
feminists disregard the male perspective completely while 
other men consider feminist inclinations to be too effeminate 
and soft. Being a man in the 21st century comes with double 
standards, and unique types of discrimination where being 
tough, and being told to “man up” can create a psychological 
barrier for men to protect 
their own rights. 

Even though societies have 
been historically patriarchal 
for centuries, this does not 
provide the justification for 
women to put men down as 
they break free from the in-
ertia of tradition. Provided, 
there are still men, women, 
and societies who believe that women are the inferior sex, 
which not only has negative moral implications but also 
proven social, economic, and familial ones as well. This per-
ception of inferiority, however, does not entitle women to 
always be the victimized sex either. Men also face biases that 
can have negative impacts on their personal lives and soci-
eties as a whole.  

The website The Good Men Project has been praised as a 
glimpse of what “enlightened masculinity” in the 21st cen-
tury could look like. In their mission, they explain that 
“Guys today are neither the mindless, sex-obsessed buffoons 
nor the stoic automatons our culture so often makes them 
out to be.”  In several articles, they highlight some of the is-
sues that modern men face. For example, women can touch 

other people without a second thought, while for men, this 
is a different story.  Several articles discuss the issue of touch 
isolation, which is a phenomenon where men are consigned 
to very limited opportunities of socially acceptable touch-
ing. Touch male friends too often, and people will begin 
to wonder what the motivations are. Touch female friends 
too long, and women will think they are either being hit on 
or harassed. Men are sexually motivated until proven inno-
cent, and in the process, society is isolating them from their 
friends and family.  

The statistics of violence 
against men are also missing 
in the news. To be sure, the 
majority of cases of sexual 
violence are against women. 
This fact alone can’t explain 
why we ignore the minority. 
It is such an underreported 
issue that a World Health 

Organization report acknowledged, “sexual violence against 
men is a very sensitive and neglected area of study.” Not only 
is this area difficult to research, the associated social stigma 
inhibits self-reporting amongst men, and makes it almost 
impossible to obtain accurate statistics.  

Young professionals growing up in the 21st century have in-
herited a complex history of gender perceptions, stereotypes, 
prejudices, and double standards that affect both women 
and men. Our society is so permeated with such norms it is 
sometimes difficult to see what is and is not gender motivat-
ed.  To attain a glimpse of what gender equality truly looks 
like, women and men should support one another, and play 
to each other’s strengths. This is not a zero sum game, and 
one gender’s success does not require the other’s defeat.• 
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Explaining the F Word:
How is it still relevant?

Jelena Vićić and Kaleb Warnock

When it comes to topics as multifaceted as feminism, 
finding a proper definition is challenging, while 

discussing it without a clear definition is frivolous. It is 
exactly due to the lack of a widely accepted definition of this 
term that every individual interprets the f-word in their own 
way, and gives it a personal touch drawing upon their own 
experience. 

There is little cohesion amongst the popular conception and 
discourse on feminism and what it truly stands for. The term 
has acquired a largely negative connotation, which denigrates 
its values. However, over the course of the last few years, 
feminism, in one form or another has become somewhat 
of a leitmotif in popular culture and social media. In pop-
music, performers such as Beyoncé, Lady Gaga, and M.I.A. 
have touched upon the topics of female power. Meanwhile, 
Hollywood has produced films such as The Girl With the 
Dragon Tattoo and The Hunger Games, featuring female 
protagonists who are independent from their on-screen male 
partners.  

The fact that corporate entertainment moved in a feminist 
direction suggests that feminist ideas are en vogue and relevant 
to wide audiences. However, at the same time, entertainers 
such as Beyoncé, Lady Gaga, Madonna, Demi Moore and 
Björk refuse to label themselves as feminists, some of them 
noting that such a loaded word would alienate their publics. 
This suggests a clear problem - not with feminist ideas per 
se, but with the word that is chosen to label them.

In order to clarify what feminism is and how it is still relevant 
to the advancement of modern society, it is important to 
define what the F-word is not. Contemporary feminism is not 
a man-hating, anti-establishment revolution aiming to blame 
men for the disadvantageous position of women in today’s 
society, nor is it solely composed of hairy, loud, sexually 

frustrated women of a generally homosexual orientation. 
Feminism is not about female superiority. Feminists can be 
both men and women.

Feminist scholars divide feminism in three waves based on 
the main societal issues feminism aimed to tackle at their 
given time period. The first-wave began with the women’s 
suffrage movement in the US during the early 20th century, 
while the second-wave, between the 1960s and 80s aimed to 
broaden the debate to sexuality, the family and the workplace. 
However, some of more combative sects of the second-wave 
are responsible for what, according to Naomi Wolf, author 
of The Beauty Myth, made it “sexually judgmental, even anti-
sexual,” and was judgmental of other women’s sexuality and 
appearance while being “self-righteous.” 

At present, feminism is in its third-wave, which builds on the 
efforts of the previous movements, and according to blogger 
Kelsey Lupetow of Everyday Feminism, it is founded on the 
tenants of intersectional and solidarity. It entails listening 
to all feminists of all backgrounds and identities instead of 
the predominantly middle-class white women who made up 
previous movements. 

According to R. Claire Snyder, professor of government 
and political policy at George Mason University, “the third 
wave approach seems to abandon the idea of creating a social 
movement as the goal of feminism, which alleviates the need 
for a shared identity upon which women can act together.”

Feminism seeks to unveil aspects of our culture that many 
people generally don’t consider. Namely, how language 
reflects social hierarchies, including shaming, and the gender 
stereotypes and assumptions in daily conversation (i.e. sexist 
slurs) that are directly female in orientation. Moreover, third-
wave feminism is about giving men the opportunity to express 

Feminism |ˈfeməˌnizəm| noun: The advocacy of women’s rights on the grounds of political, social, and economic 
equality to men.

The Gender Issue
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emotion, empathy, and kindness, without emasculation. 

“Because Western civilizations tend to be patriarchal, 
feminism hinges on the belief that the starting ground places 
men in an entitled position,” writes Lueptow. “That is not the 
same thing as saying that men have it easier or that men are 
to blame for social issues.” 

To her, feminism is about creating equal opportunity for 
everyone, men or women. “We are striving to identify 
different types of inequalities and 
privilege that hinder the equal 
ability to pursue self-actualization 
and its (hopefully) ensuing 
happiness.” 

However, as much as it is 
about rights, it is about power. 
When conceptualizing power, 
some feminists understand it 
as a resource that is not equally 
distributed between men and 
women, while others understand 
it in Foucaultian way  – power 
exists only as an active relationship 
of power-over (power of one over another). According to The 
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, the terms used to describe 
the latter are patriarchy, subjugation, and oppression; the 
common thread being an understanding of power not only 
as power-over, but as a distinct kind of power-over relation, 
specifically the one that is unfair or illegitimate. 

According to Cheris Kramarae, professor at the University 
of Oregon, “Feminism is the radical notion that women are 
human beings.”

Historically, women have not been equated to men and 
although the very idea that women were not considered to 

be human beings sounds outrageous today, this idea was 
accepted in the past. In fact, major documents establishing 
human rights laws in the past exclude women. The French 
Declaration on the Rights of a Man and a Citizen of 1789 did 
not include women, and neither did the US Bill of Rights or 
Declaration of Independence stating merely that “all men are 
by nature equally free.” There were no women at the Congress 
of Vienna either. 

Women had no property rights, no right to education, and 
no right to work or vote. In some 
European countries, women only 
got the right to vote in the 1970s 
(Switzerland in 1971 and Portugal 
in 1976). 

Today, women are responsible for 
two-thirds of labor worldwide, 
and earn 10 percent of the total 
income, while only owning 1 
percent of property. According to 
feminist supporters of Wages for 
Housework movement, women 
are invisible in the capitalist 
society due to the fact that most 

women today who are housewives are is not compensated 
with wages. Despite the fact that this work is real, there is 
no material benefit for the women who, in turn, remain 
financially dependent on their husbands.

Every year, 17 million girls are deprived of education, 16 
million are assaulted on their way to school, and afraid to walk 
the streets at night, 1 in 4 are victims of domestic violence. 
Although the UN’s third Millennium Development Goal is 
to “Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women,” it is 
unclear whether this will be achieved, and for how long will 
women have to struggle to win the same rights men have 
around the world.•

Contemporary feminism is not a man-hating, 
anti-establishment revolution aiming to 

blame men for the disadvantageous position 
of women in today’s society, nor is it solely 

composed of hairy, loud, sexually frustrated 
women of a generally homosexual orientation. 

Feminism is not about female superiority. 
Feminists can be both men and women
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The Gender Issue

Argumentation and Rhetoric 
for Women

Kara Wilson

Although women have faced challenges entering the 
workplace and competing with men, the reality that 

men are perceived as more confident and powerful because 
of learned masculine behaviors, many young women find 
it difficult to adapt as they transition from university to 
the workplace. Those feminine traits that were reinforced 
growing up to conform to more feminine gender roles, are 
often not the mannerisms that employers are looking for, nor 
do they serve to strengthen 
the rhetorical skills needed to 
prosper in a career setting. 

In December 2013, the DA 
sponsored a seminar titled 
“Argumentation and Rhetoric 
for Women” because of the 
pervasive feeling among female students that they were 
not prepared with the necessary rhetorical skills in a male-
dominated society.  

Even in graduate school, female students face the issue 
of feeling intimidated in the classroom or other debating 
arenas, and this seminar is a step in the right direction to 
encourage confident and strong female leaders. To prepare 
for the seminar, the trainer sat down with current female 
students during orientation to talk about their wants and 
needs. Students wanted a more practical seminar that would 
resolve issues or take the stress out of debating against men.  

The seminar was offered exclusively to female students, 
although the instructor offers the seminar for both men 
and women. The most important aspect was that it brought 
women of the DA together to become better public speakers 
by conveying confidence and being more active in debate 
by adopting more traditionally “masculine” mannerisms in 
order to compete in what is often a man’s world.

Although the DA currently admits more female than male 

students, it does not necessarily give females any more of 
an edge in the classroom or in the university student life. 
Accordingly, more educated women do not even translate 
to more women in the career world, despite the fact that a 
number of professions educate more women than men.

Men still hold the highest positions in government and 
business. This is not to criticize the job these men do, but if 

the issue of gender imbalance 
is not addressed, it will 
continue to be an issue for 
the coming  generations, as 
it has been for the preceding 
generations of career women. 

Caroline Haury, a second-
year student and current DASI secretary, organized the 
seminar with the support of fellow second year female 
students after expressing concern that DASI has not seen a 
female president in recent years. The unease that there were 
also no female candidates for president led female students 
to look for a place where this issue could be discussed – and 
more importantly – remedied. 

“We have to make this an issue otherwise people will not 
notice it,” Haury said. 

Supporting Haury in holding a skills seminar that could help 
with speaking and confidence skills, was Elisabeth Hofer, the 
current head of administration. She was supportive, Haury 
stated, but Hofer also admitted, that she didn’t think it was an 
issue, but had admired the women who had worked towards 
gender equality beginning in 1968 - her generation, in fact. 
Hofer related that she was pleased that the students had come 
forward to share their concerns because now she is “much 
more attentive,” and noticed the “boy’s society and network 
of the DA is amazing… and there remains a very strong boys’ 
network in academia.” 

Even in graduate school, female students face the 
issue of feeling intimidated in the classroom or other 

debating arenas, and this seminar is a step in the right 
direction to encourage confident and strong female 

leaders 
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However Hofer did not pay much mind to gender because 
she was working on her own career and “never felt inferior to 
men” - a point that many women could learn from as rising 
confidence among women will only lead to more success in 
the future. 

Students who attended the seminar frequently mentioned 
the keynote speaker of the Inauguration of the Academic 
Year, Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovic, NATO Assistant Secretary 
General for Public Diplomacy. At the inauguration Assistant 
Madame Secretary Grabar-Kitarovic gave a moving speech 
that included references to the importance of “gender 
mainstreaming” and gave DLG student Claudia Golser, “a 
great example for the female students telling them you can 
do it and giving us confidence.” 

Hofer also spoke about Madame Secretary Grabar-Kitarovic, 
mentioning that it was Director Hans Winkler’s idea, “first 
choice was in competence, somebody in a worthwhile 
position, graduate and hall of fame member, and of course, 
yes, she is a also a female.” Although the current DA has a 
male Deputy Director, it should also be mentioned that until 
2013, the Deputy Director was female. 

Cicero, who has more than twenty years of experience giving 
training seminars, also gave an important perspective as to 
why we women need separate seminars. Like Haury and 
Hofer, Cicero echoed the sentiment that although progress 
has been made, “we must always keep watch that we don’t roll 

back,” and to continue to make gender inequality an issue. 

Feminism was also discussed and during the workshop 
by a number of women, and Cicero emphasized the fact 
that “Central Europe does not like feminists, while the 
Scandinavian countries are feminist friendly, even having 
men in some of their groups.” Feminism in the modern world 
does not have to continue to be a taboo topic, rather one that 
should be taken back from the radicals, and realigned with 
its earlier values of equal pay for equal work, equality in the 
workplace and in academic institutions. Even male students 
at the DA can agree as well.  “There is a predominately male 
workforce because females are not treated equally,” as MAIS 
I student Matthew Short stated. And “unequal pay with the 
same valued added and position held is not fair.”  

The most positive part of the seminar was the opportunity 
to come together in a smaller group of students to develop 
rhetorical skills in a constructive manner. Some of the women 
even mentioned ambitions to form a group to discuss gender 
equality. However, with men at the DA supportive of DA 
women, and a DA administration with an eye on raising 
gender discourse, now is the time to support gender equality.  
If we start now working on speaking up and getting noticed, 
it will only benefit society as a whole. If we work together 
ensure that women secure more tenured spots in academia, 
achieve the highest levels in both the public and private sector 
and continue to serve as examples of leadership to the next 
generation.• 

Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovic, NATO Assistant Secretary General for Public Diplomacy 
speaking at the 2013 inauguration for the academic year
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Coming out

Flora Kwong

I had my first crush in kindergarten. Times were tough 
for me then, because he was a boy and boys have cooties. 

As much as I was teased by classmates, I never questioned 
whether I was liking the wrong sex. 

Crushes turned into relationships in high school, but I did 
not have to hide them. When my parents found out I was 
dating a boy, arguments ensued.  I should have been focus-
ing on school. But I did not have any bags packed, ready for 
my family to disown me. No one ever wondered why I chose 
a boy. I never worried about boys being just a “phase” and 
that I would eventually learn to like the right sex. My family 
remained my family, my friends remained my friends and I 
continued to date boys.

I grew more sure of myself in adulthood, more confident in 
my identity, and not once did I question this identity. Not 
once did I have to come to terms with who I am and who 
I am attracted to. I began a serious relationship with a man 
without any pretenses of choosing the right gender for a nor-
mal life. He was him and I was her. 

My decision to come to the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna 
was a fairly unhampered one. I never wondered whether a 
field in diplomacy would be accepting of my sexual orien-

tation. I never wondered whether, in Vienna, I’d be able to 
hide my relationship with a man from new colleagues and 
professors. 

My life has thus been generally unfettered. My parents love 
me and accept me for who I am. I never tried convincing my-
self of being someone I was not, I never spent any years living 
a lie. I have never had to sit myself down and tell myself I am 
straight. I have never had to come to terms with this fact. I 
have not had any fears of having to disclose my real identity 
and to restart my life, living finally as my true self. My family 
accepted me, my friends accepted me, my employers have ac-
cepted me, and the DA has accepted me.

So I have decided it is time to come out and tell you once and 
for all that I’m straight. But I don’t worry about your reac-
tion now to me coming out. I don’t wonder whether you are 
feeling uncomfortable, awkward, supportive or disgusted with 
me. This is not a huge relief or weight off my shoulders. I feel 
the same freedoms as I felt before. I am still the Flora that you 
know, and you probably think no differently of me now than 
you did before reading this article. Life as a straight person 
has been shameless and easy. I have simply been able to be. •

The Gender Issue

I’m Straight

Faa McDonald
I’m Lesbian

Editor’s note: When exploring the issues of gender, sexuality plays a significant role, and we wanted to share three 
different perspectives of what it is like to live as a future professional and graduate student in the field of diplomacy 
and international organizations. We would like to thank our authors for sharing their experiences with Polemics and 
the DA community. These are the perspectives and real lives of colleagues and friends who deserve respect for sharing 
their story to help promote understanding. Polemics hopes to provide a way for a constructive discussion to take place. 

The views expressed are the author’s, and do not reflect those of the Diplomatic Academy, nor its faculty, administration and our sponsors. 

When I was asked to write a short vignette about my 
experiences coming out, I struggled to keep what I 

have to say short. Of course I can fill a novel full of experiences 
of discrimination, hate, and rejection.  My teenage years are 
some of the most difficult to think back on because, as for 
every gay teenager, it was very difficult growing up. There 
are times when I felt completely alone, walking through the 

hallways wearing a giant, flashing neon sign above my head. 
There are times when I came back from school crying and 
hating myself for being different and hating the awful things 
my peers said in the classroom or in the lunchroom. As the 
only out lesbian in high school, I became the ‘token’ gay kid. 
But how it all began was not because I was influenced by 
someone. I grew up in a community with straight parents, 
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straight teachers, straight friends, straight peers, and straight 
pet fish. I tried to be an example when I came out as lesbian 
at fifteen, but instead of becoming a confident trailblazer, 
I became a social pariah, and at around that same time, I 
experienced the realities of rejection; my Model UN partner 
refused to room with me during a conference because she was 
uncomfortable at the thought of taking a shower in the same 
hotel room. She thought I would touch her inappropriately 
at night, against her will. After this experience, I learned that 
some members of our society would equate me to that of a 
rapist or a child-molester.

I saw the DA as an opportunity to surround myself with 
well-educated, open-minded individuals. Luckily, for the 
most part, my hopes and expectations were fulfilled, but 
of course there are exceptions, and what I found was that 
negative social perceptions about the gay community are still 
burrowed in institutions of higher-level education. Starting a 
sentence with “I have a lot of gay friends but…” is utilized 

under false pretenses, masking intolerance with association. 
Not only do I question the credibility of the argument, but 
using friends, family, and acquaintances, belonging to a 
minority group, to spread an ultimately hateful message is 
unacceptable.  Winston Churchill once stated, “the truth is 
incontrovertible. Malice may attack it, ignorance may deride 
it, but in the end, there it is.” LGBT individuals do not 
decide who they are via media propaganda or the influence of 
others. They choose to be honest and consequently experience 
persistent hate, violence, isolation, and discrimination. Who 
would ever willingly choose that kind of a fate? The answer 
is, no one would. The people who come out are courageous 
and are honest with themselves and with others, and they are 
not acting as individuals spreading any kind of “gay-agenda.” 
In the end, I became stronger, and when I received a message 
from a former high school peer stating that my courageousness 
motivated her to come out as well in university, I realized that 
all of my difficulties and experiences had made one person’s life 
a little easier. And to me, that’s what coming out is all about.•

It’s a Secret

I like men; I believe this makes me “gay” according to the 
mundane norm. Being a secret gay, homosexual — whatever 

you call it — is torture. Where I come from, homosexuality 
is a taboo and is regarded as unnatural. I practically have no 
one to talk to at home, neither family nor friends. I can’t even 
tell my older sister, who has been my best friend from the 
very beginning. My parents are extremely conservative and 
homophobic. How disappointing it was when I first realized 
at a young age that I am actually not, a girl but a guy. I am 
male, but I know that my spirit is female; this is something I 
am certainly not proud of and is the fundamental reason of 
my hatred towards myself. Every night before I sleep, I pray 
that my body will miraculously turn into a girl’s the next day. 
And every morning when I wake up to find that nothing 
has changed, the disappointment crushes me. This has been 
going on for years. I don’t know what I am.

The decision of leaving home and coming to Vienna was an 
impulsive one. At the beginning I considered it as a getaway. 
I felt like I could finally leave all my burdens at home and 
somehow start over in a new place. Yet, I’ve come to realize 
that I have to deal with similar challenges here as I dealt with 

back home. I don’t know how to face some of my colleagues 
and teachers. Fortunately, I’ve met real friends here at the 
DA, who are open-minded and considerate. Despite the fact 
that I am kind of a coward, friends at the DA have accepted 
me for who I am. I have become more open to talk about my 
sexuality to some of my close friends here.

Nevertheless, although I know European society is generally 
more accepting of gays, I believe my sexuality still casts 
certain negative impacts on my future career opportunities 
in the field of diplomacy. “Coming out of the closet” simply 
does not seem to be an option for me. While I have been able 
to disclose my sexuality to a trustworthy few, I don’t intend 
on “publicizing” it. If my family ever found out their only 
son is gay, there would be no possibilities of reconciliation. 
Considering the pressure and constraints I have been facing, 
I have necessarily become a master of disguise. I am still 
surviving though — I guess I’ve done a pretty great job 
with that.  The consequences of coming out would be too 
devastating for my family’s reputation and my possible future 
job opportunities. •

John Doe
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Women in Refugee Camps

The Gender Issue

It is not easy to travel to a foreign land alone: new faces, a 
different culture and unfamiliar language are only a few of 

the difficulties one must overcome when traveling abroad. But 
as a tourist, a traveler knows what she’s getting herself into as 
there is adequate time to prepare including reading up on the 
chosen destination, looking up maps, videos and maybe even 
taking a language course. 

Yet, once alone in a bus, plane or a train, there is a lingering 
fear of the unknown: the insecurity and vulnerability when 
exposed to all the threats and thrills of the 
voyage.

However, a refugee has little choice as to 
where to travel, and little possibility to get 
information about the country before the 
trip and often, even to prepare for a new 
destination. Refugees that have to travel to a 
foreign country not only do not choose their 
trip, fear and trepidation in the new setting 
are amplified by fear for their own security. 
Today, this is the dreadful reality for 42.5 
million people in the world.

“No one wants to carry the name of refugee,” 
said Napuli Paul Langa, a Sudanese refugee who spoke at the 
United Nations in Vienna in November to illustrate what 
being a refugee means. 

Women are at an acute disadvantage, as forced displacement 
has a strong effect of disempowering them. Women and girls 
in most countries where aid missions are present, carry another 
type of vulnerability, facing challenges related to their gender 
as well as their roles and position in society. 

Women are often vulnerable in these situations, and have less 
access to even the most fundamental of their rights, including 
their right to education, health care, shelter and documentation. 
Often, they are not even aware of their rights and they have 
fewer opportunities to interact with the authorities and seek 
protection. In societies of many developing countries, it is 

difficult for them to have a say in family decisions, and when 
they are forced to flee their homeland due to war or other 
dangers, their position is even more difficult to defend. 
Responsible for children, the elderly and domestic work, 
these women are overburdened and they are often excluded 
from decision-making processes in their families and societies. 
Therefore, they cannot express their opinion about decisions 
affecting their lives, including whether to flee their country, to 
return or to integrate in a new society. 

The promise of humanitarian assistance 
has encouraged many affected families to 
flee their country and search protection in 
refugee camps or elsewhere. The reality is that 
many refugee camps leave women and girls 
vulnerable to violent attacks. Camps that 
appeared to be safe havens often cannot offer 
real protection to mothers and daughters 
who live in fear of sexual assault. Relegated 
to the domestic sphere, they don’t have direct 
access to basic necessities, as they may be too 
busy fulfilling their responsibilities towards 
children and the elderly. 

Maban County in South Sudan’s Upper Nile 
State is a particularly compelling example. Women escaping 
the fighting between government forces and the rebel Sudan 
People’s Liberation Movement-North, face daily threats of 
harassment, exploitation and violation. On top of that, they 
are burdened by the fear that, as women, they won’t be able 
to provide for their families. In this region, camps are spread 
across large areas, and women have to walk long distances to 
access food distribution points and then carry heavy ration 
bags back to their tents. The second option to access food is 
to wait for the men to go collect it. In both cases, they risk 
being sexually assaulted, either on the way to collect food, or in 
the camp where they are left to wait alone. Another duty that 
women have towards the family is collecting firewood. Not 
only is this hard work, but it is also extremely dangerous, as 
members of the host community often attack women refugees 
or harass them.

Virginia Ottalina

The reality is that many 
refugee camps leave women 

and girls vulnerable to violent 
assaults. Camps that appeared 
to be safe havens often cannot 
offer real protection to mothers 
and daughters who live in fear 

of sexual assault 
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“We will be out of it sooner or later, but we live in a refugee 
camp where the reality is, women are raped,” Aisha, a 32-year-
old refugee who lives in a refugee camp with her nine children 
told the Guardian.  “If they go get fi rewood they are raped. 
And they are attacked at night and held at gunpoint. Every 
family that has a nine year-old girl will hide them at night so 
that they can be safe.”

Th e UNHCR Handbook for the Protection of Women and 
Girls suggests the only way to prevent human rights violations 
is to combine a rights-based approach with a community-
based approach. Th e legal framework is an important starting 
point, however, it cannot suffi  ce to guarantee real protection to 
female refugees. 

Th e rights-based approach integrates the norms, standards 
and principles of the international human rights system into 
policies, programs and actions of actors such as the UNHCR 

and states. What has been lacking so far is the strengthening 
of a community-based approach as an inclusive partnership 
that requires attitudinal shifts to stress the fact that refugees are 
not passive recipients of humanitarian aid, but “rights-holders” 
with legal entitlements. 

Organizations taking care of refugees should support people 
demanding what they are entitled to and take into consideration 
the diff erent needs that women have. Th ese two approaches are 
complementary and mutually reinforcing, and it is time for the 
international community to take action. Refugees carry this 
vulnerability associated with the fear for their lives, and women 
are even more vulnerable due to their gender. Violations of 
refugee’s rights and security are perpetrated daily, while they 
wait for the international community to act.•

A Somali refugee stands inside a tent with her baby in Dollo Ado, Ethiopia.
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The international community and many experts anticipate 
that Afghanistan will become a failed state as soon as the 

western-led military mission exits the country at the end of 
2014. Establishing stability in Afghanistan goes hand in hand 
with establishing a more equitable society.  

Th is instability stems from the fact that too much emphasis 
has been placed on satisfying regional and geopolitical 
interests, such as apprehending Osama bin Laden and keeping 
Afghanistan’s borders safe, instead of nation building. Th is 
resulted in a decentralization of power through intensifi ed 
tribal and ethnic friction and the emergence of regional 
warlordism. Th is instability has adversely aff ected the Afghan 
population, but has had the most detrimental eff ect on the 
backbone of society: women.

Th e RAND Corporation National Security Research Division 
issued a report late last year arguing that establishing a more 
equitable society in Afghanistan would also increase the 
chances of stability. Titled “Women and Nation-Building,” 
the study looks specifi cally at Afghanistan and previous 
reconstruction eff orts.

Th e report concluded that the incorporation of women into 
nation-building activities at an early stage produces a more 
democratic, stable and developed society. According to the 
study, by focusing on gender equity and women, when a 
society concerns itself with the disenfranchised it deters 

violence initiation. Also, economic and social development is 
elevated when women enter the marketplace.

Th e lives of Afghan women are well documented due to the 
extensive reporting and social work done by international 
and national civil society organizations. Nevertheless, the 
issues women face today are downplayed as media attention 
wavers depending on political trends in Western countries. 
Most of the time the examination doesn’t go beyond the 
Taliban’s mistreatment of women.

In 2002, Afghanistan embraced a public role for women 
more readily than many critics expected - not to mention 
the freedoms women enjoyed in the Afghanistan of the 1950s 
and 60s. Women signed petitions, voted, spoke out against 
corruption and even ran for public offi  ce - including in 
highly conservative provinces.

In fact, as extensive research and analysis shows, a majority of 
the population actually favors a more visible role of women 
in Afghan society and politics at present. In 2011, the Asia 
Foundation surveyed diff erent strata of the Afghan public 
in various parts of the country, and found that 85 percent 
support equal opportunities for women, while 79 percent 
support the women’s right to vote or stand as candidates in 
elections.

Several steps have been taken in this regard. For example, 
President Hamid Karzai’s administration issued the 
Elimination of Violence Against Women (EVAW) law 
in 2009. Th is law, considered a landmark regulation that 
signifi es progress made since 2001, includes prohibition of 
rape, physical violence, child marriage and forced marriage, 
as well as the denial of rights to work and to education. Navi 
Pillay, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, hailed the 
law as a “huge achievement for all Afghans.” More than 650 
incidents were reported from October 2012 to September 
2013, showing positive signs that women in Afghanistan are 
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increasingly willing to speak out and use national institutions 
to address their grievances.

While Afghanistan has made a step forward, it also has 
taken steps backward. For example, the Afghan Department 
for Women’s Affairs has reported more than 1,019 cases of 
violence against women, surpassing the amount of cases 
tracked by police and prosecutors. The gap between reported 
and tracked cases could indicate that Afghan girls and women 
are reluctant to approach authorities with their complaints 
and many cases of violence against women are underreported. 

Also, the existence of the EVAW law is now threatened as the 
Afghan parliament is debating the regulation, and a strong 
conservative faction argues that some aspects of the law are 
“un-Islamic.” This faction 
even includes a number of 
female parliamentarians. 
While the law was signed 
by President Karzai, 
it was never adopted 
by parliament, which 
severely threatens its 
existence, should it be 
overturned or amended 
in the future.

In this light, nation-builders should increase their work in 
reconciling traditional values with progressive ideas involving 
women’s participation in society at an early stage at all 
levels, says the RAND report. The international community 
should increase efforts in assisting Afghanistan to formulate 
a broader concept of human security: a concept that has 
feasible longevity of which benefits should be made clear. 

Failing to do so creates an increasingly hostile environment 
for women, diminishing all progress made since 2001. It 
also creates extremely unfavorable conditions for social and 
economic development in the future. As such, Afghanistan 
would ultimately be worse off than it could have been, 
making it even more difficult to bring stability and prosperity 
to the country in the long run.

Because of these setbacks, the EVAW law is taken less seriously 
and reluctance to apply it by law-enforcement authorities 
increases. With weak governance and a bad attitude toward 
the central government, conflicts emerge that are complexly 

intertwined with ethnic and tribal divides as well as with 
the global heroin trade, exacerbated by a vicious Taliban 
insurgency. 

This is also evident in the increase of attacks on Afghan women 
in the past year. Among many examples, most prominently 
continued attacks on girls and girl schools in general, or the 
shocking targeted assassination of two senior female police 
officers - practices that can be traced back to decrees against  
women, proclaimed by the Taliban Religious Police after 
taking Kabul in 1996 during the Afghan civil war. 

While initial military tasks, such as clearing contested 
territory from Taliban insurgents were successful; the 

“civilian surge” that 
followed failed to build 
a decent government in 
collaboration with Afghan 
officials. In 2003, a 
majority of military assets 
and attention moved to 
the war in Iraq, and the 
reliance on local feudal 
structures and warlordism 
spurred corruption and 

decentralization of the Afghan state system.

According to renowned Afghanistan experts, Barnett Rubin 
and Ahmed Rashid, it would have been ludicrous to think 
that a solid counter-insurgency strategy could have been 
completed in two or three years.

The modern Afghan state has gone through three centuries of 
conflict where entire generations have never seen a peaceful 
Afghanistan. The efforts of the international community 
to stabilize and develop Afghanistan in recent years were 
unsuccessful, and sometimes even part of the problem itself.

As the country’s future balances on a tightrope, riddled with 
rampant corruption, loose agreements amongst warlords 
and a minority president from a minority tribe - deemed 
illegitimate by many - the attention of the international 
community turns away from Afghanistan, with the Afghan 
population paying the price.•

To the surprise of many, establishing stability in Afghanistan 
goes hand in hand with establishing a more equitable society. As 

extensive research and analysis show, a majority of the population 
favors a more visible role of women in Afghan society and politics
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      Wu Zetian:
The Dragon Lady 
of Ancient China

As China’s international status has risen over recent 
decades, human rights issues have become a concern 

for many. Gender inequality in particular has long been the 
target of criticism from Western cultures. Historically, girls 
and women in China were merely considered “belongings” 
of their husbands and fathers. Young girls from prestigious 
families were forbidden to leave their rooms until they 
reached marrying age (三步不出閏門) and the notorious 
foot binding practice (纏足) applied to girls during the Qing 
dynasty are just two illustrations of the suppression of females 
under the patriarchic society in ancient China. 

Polygyny was the dominate form of marriage for thousands 
of years. It was not uncommon for male peasants to have 
four wives at the same time, and emperors from different 
royal dynasties kept innumerable concubines in their inner 
palaces. According to legend, each emperor of the Northern 
Song dynasty was married to “three thousand beauties” (后
宮佳麗三千) at once. Women only had the unfortunate 
destiny of being men’s appendages.

Considering the many long-established societal constraints, 
the appearance of Wu Zetian’s (武則天) story is exceptional. 
So exceptional that no one in the past five millennia has ever 
come close to what she achieved and established. Regarded 
as the only ruling “female emperor” in Chinese history, Wu 
Zetian showed that women’s abilities in politics are no weaker 
than men’s. 

Wu’s rise to power was not a smooth one. Though debated, it 
is generally accepted that the Wu family was not aristocratic. 
Her father was originally a timber businessman, but he 
contributed to the establishment of the Tang dynasty, which 
helped to land him a minor official title in the royal court. 
Born as Wu Zhao in 624 AD, Wu Zetian had shown herself to 
be a strong-willed child as she refused to practice needlework 
and chose studying instead. Because of the reputation of her 
beauty, Wu was chosen to be a concubine (才人) of Emperor 
Taizong of Tang at the age of thirteen. 

The age difference between Wu Zetian and Emperor Taizong 
was more than 27 years; it is not surprising that Wu Zetian 
became attracted to his son Prince Li Zhi, who was only four 
years older. The affair between Wu Zetian and Prince Li Zhi 
had been kept secret for years until the death of Emperor 
Taizong in 649 AD. 

Wu never gave birth to any children with Emperor Taizong. 
According to royal custom, childless consorts of deceased 
emperors were permanently consigned to Ganye Temple (a 
Buddhist monastic institution) after the emperor’s death. 

Hence, Wu was forced to accept such an arrangement as well, 
and was expected to serve as a Buddhist nun for the rest of her 
life. Meanwhile, Prince Li Zhi had taken over the throne. The 
new emperor had never forgotten Wu, and he intentionally 
chose Ganye Temple for his inauguration. Wu and Emperor 
Gaozong met again, and not long afterwards it was discovered 
that Wu was pregnant with his child. By the early 650s, Wu 
left the temple and was welcomed by Emperor Gaozong to 
the inner palace. She was promoted to be Zhaoyi (昭儀), the 
second highest concubine title in the Tang royal court. Her 
imperial life started over again.

Throughout her marriage, Wu gave birth to four princes and 
two princesses. Her ambition to climb up the hierarchy had 

Dennis Chan Hong Ming

Considering the many long-established 
societal constraints, the appearance of 

Wu Zetian’s (武則天) story is exceptional. 
So exceptional that no one in the past five 
millennia has ever come close to what she 

achieved and established

Wu Zetian, Empress of the Tang Dynasty
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always been obvious. Bearing royal offspring and having them 
chosen as heir to the throne was the only way for women 
to achieve such aims, so Wu had strategically allied herself 
with other influential royal concubines and high-ranking 
government officials in order to guarantee that her first son 
would be the next emperor.

In the meantime, Wu had been longing for the position of 
Empress Consort. However Emperor Gaozong already had 
a queen (Empress Wang). Wu succeeded in eliminating 
Empress Wang by framing her for killing Princess Anding 
(Wu’s daughter) out of jealousy. In reality, Wu strangled her 
own one-year old daughter to death. Wu successfully became 
Empress Consort in 655. The mercilessness and cruelty of Wu 
in achieving her goal alarmed the entire inner palace, and later, 
even the emperor. 

Emperor Gaozong 
was not a wise 
ruler. Most of his 
decisions actually 
came from Empress 
Wu. Gradually, she dominated 
both the inner palace and the 
government, while the Emperor 
became severely dependent on 
her and was entirely under her 
constraints. Though Emperor 
Gaozong eventually became 
aware of Wu’s ambition, he no 
longer had the ability to stop 
her.  

In 683, Emperor Gaozong died 
and Wu became the Empress 
Dowager and Regent. She 
poisoned the crown prince 
and had the other princes 
exiled. Her own son, Li Zhe, 
thus ascended to the throne. 
However, he was not willing 
to act as his mother’s puppet. 
He tried to seize power from 
her, but Wu realized the plan, 
reduced his title back to prince 
and had him exiled just six 
weeks after his inauguration. 
Afterwards, Wu made her youngest son, Li Dan, the new 
emperor. He was fearful of his mother’s ambition and 
power, and in 690 he abdicated the throne to his mother. 
This remarkable moment marked the birth of the first and 
only female emperor in Chinese history. Wu ascended to the 

throne as the sovereign of a great empire. She changed the 
name of the dynasty to Zhou, and changed her name from 
Wu Zhao to Wu Zetian, which literally means “as high as the 
heavens.”

During her reign from 690 to 705, the Zhou dynasty became 
one of the most powerful dynasties in Chinese history. Wu 
encouraged talented people to work for the government by 
reinforcing the public examination system (科舉) for civil 
servants. Even commoners had a chance to take part and 
thus become government officials. Wu was also devoted to 
fighting against corruption, and the Zhou court is historically 
regarded as fair and upright. According to the Chinese history 
classic Book of the Tang Dynasty (唐書), Wu’s Zhou dynasty is 

referred to as part of 
the “Greatest Era of 
the Tang Dynasty” 
(盛唐), which was 
the golden era of 
Chinese history. 

The map of the 
Chinese empire under Wu’s 
rule expanded beyond its 
previous territorial limits, deep 
into Central Asia and through 
the upper Korean peninsula. 
Development of Chinese 
literature and arts reached their 
peak. Wu also enlisted other 
women in her government. 
Among others, Shangguan 
Wan’er (上官婉兒), daughter 
of an exiled official from the 
Tang dynasty, was appointed 
as prime minister. The Zhou 
dynasty, the only dynasty led 
by women, was unprecedented 
and was the golden age of China 
in terms of political, economic 
and social development.

The Machiavellian method Wu 
used to achieve her ambitions 
was undeniably brutal; 
nevertheless her contribution 
to Chinese society should not 

be undervalued. Was this Dragon Lady a blessing or a curse 
to Chinese civilization? Even Wu herself couldn’t give the 
answer. She had the “Wordless Stele” at her tomb at Qianling 
Mausoleum left blank to let the successors of Chinese culture 
judge her achievements and mistakes. • 

She had the “Wordless Stele” at her tomb at Qianling Mausoleum left blank to let 
the successors of Chinese culture judge her achievements and mistakes
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The North American Union has been the perpetual 
boogeyman since the North American Free Trade 

Agreement (NAFTA) was signed in the early 1990s. It is 
not surprising that Diane Francis’ new book, Merger of the 
Century, has caused a heated debate to surface on the other 
side of the Atlantic. Outlets from Foreign Policy to The Globe 
and Mail have featured articles discussing the pros and cons 
of a potential merger of Canada and the United States, and 
the majority of these articles outline the flaws in her thesis. 
A complete political merger may be unrealistic in the near 
future, however, a customs and political union similar to the 
European Union is achievable. 

The two countries have been moving toward a potential 
union since 1994. On 1 January, 1994 NAFTA came into 
force. This free trade agreement has led to massive benefits for 
both countries. According to the US Department of State, 
the volume of trade between the two states is valued at $1.6 
billion per day. The State Department’s website also lists this 
trading relationship as the most comprehensive and largest in 
the world. Trade and investment could grow exponentially as 
a result of a closer union. 

A customs and political union would have massive political, 
economic and physical implications. “Canada and the 

US would become an energy and economic powerhouse, 
occupying more land than…the [entire] continent of 
South America…equivalent to 12.25% of the world’s total 
land mass,” wrote Francis in the National Post recently. She 
continues to explain how this amalgamation would have a 
larger economy than Japan, China, Germany and France 
combined, and would control more oil, water, arable land 
and resources than any other. 

This union would be built upon vast resources and wealth 
within Canada’s territory. Wayne Goodfellow, a petrologist 
with the Geological Survey of Canada, estimates the 
economic value of known reserves of metals and minerals at 
$3 trillion. He estimates that there is still between $9 trillion 
and $15 trillion in metal and mineral resources in Canada. 
These mineral estimates do not even address the proven oil 
reserves of 173 billion barrels with the potential to reach 315 
billion barrels, according to Natural Resources Canada. 

A US-Canadian customs is not inevitable, and there are 
concerns as to whether such a union is politically viable. 
Conrad Black of the National Post highlighted these concerns 
recently. Canada has moderate taxes, recent liberal and 
conservative governments have been fiscally prudent, and 
there have been no bailouts of Canadian banks. Black 
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Matthew Rae

According to the Department of National Defense and the 
Canadian Forces, the Royal Canadian Navy is comprised of 
only 33 ships, and no operational submarines. Meanwhile, the 
US Navy has 283 deployable battle force ships, not including 
submarines and aircraft carriers, according to the Department 
of the Navy’s website. If Canada wants to maintain its grand 
claims over the Arctic it will need the American military to 
enforce them. A deal could be structured in such a way that 
the US receives a reliable supply of natural resources, and in 
return Canada would receive formal US military protection. 

A union built on the exchange of natural resources for 
military protection would not be a drastic change from 

current behavior. The US 
and Canada have been 
cooperating in military 
matters for many years. The 
North American Aerospace 
Defense Command 
(NORAD) is a Cold War 

relic, but established a precedent for military cooperation. 
Both the Canadian and American governments have moved 
forward by developing the Beyond the Border Action Plan in 
December 2011. This security perimeter aims to secure the 
Canadian-American border while facilitating legitimate trade 
and travel, according to the Public Safety Canada website. 
Considering the cooperation that already exists between 
them makes a merger realistic.

This closer union does not have to be a complete and sudden 
political union like the reunification of Germany. NAFTA 
could be renegotiated to ease the movement of capital and 
labor between the countries gradually. This would lead to 
greater investment in Canada’s resource and manufacturing 
sectors, and it would provide American businesses with new, 
safe investments. A military council could be established 
where both Canadian and American generals discuss security 
issues relating to their shared continent. It could be developed 
through the NORAD framework. 

Diane Francis concludes her book with the following quote: 
“…such an undertaking requires the foresight [and] fortitude 
of those courageous Americans and Canadians who built 
railroads in the middle of nowhere and risked their lives by 
settling in desolate, dangerous spaces.” Whether or not these 
traits still exist in their descendants remains to be seen. •

contrasts this with how the US has debased its currency, 
accumulated massive amounts of debt and destabilized the 
world financial system. By these measures, Canada is more 
economically stable than the US.

A criticism against Diane Francis’ thesis is the large difference 
between certain sections within Canadian and American 
societies. She did acknowledge the extreme difference between 
the Deep South and Quebec. The latter being stereotypically 
socialist, while the former is right-wing. Despite being 
extremely anti-English in the early 1990s, Quebec supported 
the original NAFTA deal, and Diane Francis argues that this 
demonstrates they may approve further integration. She also 
claims that the Deep South 
might support a merger 
because of the economic 
windfalls of such a deal.

It may be difficult to 
overcome the political divide 
between these two groups, but the public support amongst 
the general population is encouraging. In August 2011, an 
Ipsos Reid poll found that 70 percent of Canadians agreed 
to greater integration with the US, especially in areas of 
security. A study, entitled “Moving Closer or Drifting Apart”, 
conducted by Cameron Anderson and Laura Stephenson, 
two political science professors at the University of Western 
Ontario, found that 42 percent of Americans believed a 
political union was a good idea. The trend shows that both 
populations generally support greater integration. 

This union could not only develop out of greater economic 
cooperation, but also security concerns. The rising threat 
posed to both countries’ security should not be overlooked 
as a contributing factor. At the end of 2013, the Canadian 
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister both made public 
statements about the country’s intentions to claim the North 
Pole in their submission to the Arctic Council. This claim 
is in conflict with Russia’s assertion the North Pole resides 
within their continental shelf.  

Matthew Fischer of the Calgary Herald discusses how Canada 
may make grand announcements about the Arctic, but 
ultimately lacks the resources to reinforce them. Fischer says 
that, “there have been phantom projects to build ports and 
icebreakers and other ice-strengthened vessels that never get 
funded because Canada lacks the money or the resolve to 
back its northern claims.” Meanwhile, Russia is spending 
$4.6 billion to increase its northern port capacity and plans 
to build three nuclear-powered icebreakers at more than $1 
billion each, driving home the fact that there is simply only 
so much a country of 35 million people can do. 

This amalgamation would have a larger economy than Japan, 
China, Germany and France combined, and would control more 

oil, water, arable land and resources than any other

Diane Francis
Merger of the Century: Why Canada and America Should 
Become One Country
Harper, 2013; 336 pages. € 20.15.
ISBN: 978-0062325013
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International Politics 

Regulating the Digital Weapons Trade

Kaleb Warnock

Business is booming for private intelligence companies, 
especially those who produce surveillance technologies. 

Many of them are keeping up with government intelligence 
agencies such as the NSA and GCHQ in their technological 
capabilities, while some even maintain relationships with 
otherwise repressive regimes. 

Though there has been a significant degree of exposure for 
the nuclear and conventional arms trade, there has been little 
regulation regarding the surveillance technologies market and 
many private companies are selling their products. Many civil 
society organizations feel that the proliferation of surveillance 
technology is an affront to human rights and is currently in 
crisis due to under-regulation.“Their products have been or 
are being used to commit violations of human rights and 
freedom of information,” writes Reporters Without Borders 
(RWB). “If these companies 
decided to sell to authoritarian 
regimes, they must have known 
that their products could be used 
to spy on journalists, dissidents and 
netizens.”

This is especially relevant given the 
role of Internet technologies in recent uprisings in Ukraine 
and across the Middle East and Asia, and accusations from 
human rights groups that states are engaging in surveillance 
and torture of suspected dissidents.

“It is very ironic – and sad – that Western technology also 
contributes to the oppression of technologies which were to 
bring freedom,” says Gudrun Harrer, senior editor at Der 
Standard, lecturer and Middle East expert. She cited the 
work of new media scholar, Evgeny Morozov, who thinks 
that by celebrating the so-called Arab Spring as “Facebook” 
or “Twitter” revolutions that Westerners simply want to 
highlight their own technical contribution to revolutions in 
Arab countries. 

According to Privacy International, the global surveillance 
industry is estimated at $5 billion per year. In findings they 
refer to as “downright scary,” their study Big Brother Inc. 
indexed more than 1,200 documents detailing 97 different 
surveillance technologies, and 338 companies based in 36 
countries. Many companies explicitly state that they interact 

only with governments, but some are willing to sell their 
products to private entities who often act as third-party 
brokers to transfer the products to embargoed or otherwise 
unsavory clients.

“Most people in Middle East countries are use to surveillance 
of all kind – internet surveillance is only the newest of them, 
said Harrer. “And don’t forget, there was also lots of money to 
make with these technologies – mainly for the clients of these 
regimes, of course.”

Private surveillance companies sell a variety of different 
turnkey technologies, generally advertised as undetectable 
and untraceable by the target. These technologies include  
everything from mass surveillance software or undersea 
Internet cable penetration to basic cloak and dagger tools 

such as hidden cameras and 
remote recording technologies. 
They also offer hardware that can 
record, upload and listen to mobile 
phone conversations, while there 
are even snap-n-go transmitters 
conveniently compatible with 
Google Maps. Some even have 

budget options for spying on the cheap. Other “offensive 
technologies” provide  active monitoring of web traffic and 
software that targets programs such as Skype, social media, 
and text messaging. Clients can also purchase invasive 
technologies such as keystroke loggers and anti-encryption 
software, all of which can be managed from mobile or 
stationary command platforms.

According to Bloomberg, the major producers are companies 
in France, UK, US, Germany, Finland, Sweden, Denmark, 
Ireland and Italy. The buyers were countries including Syria, 
Bahrain, Iran and Tunisia - all of which have been cited 
by Human Rights Watch as having engaged in arbitrary 
detention, surveillance, or torture of political dissidents and 
members of civil society. However, some countries are taking 
steps to curtail the trade of surveillance goods that may be 
used to violate human rights. 

“If their digital surveillance products were sold to an 
authoritarian regime by an intermediary without their 
knowledge, their failure to keep track of the exports of their 

Their products have been or are being used to 
commit violations of human rights and freedom 

of information. If these companies decided to 
sell to authoritarian regimes, they must have 

known that their products could be used to spy on 
journalists, dissidents and netizens
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own software means they did not care if their technology was 
misused and did not care about the vulnerability of those 
who defend human rights,” according to RWB.

However, there are several regulation regimes in place to 
monitor and restrict the market of these technologies. For 
example, the European Parliament approved a resolution that 
prohibits granting of general EU authorizations to export 
surveillance technologies to countries such as China, India, 
Russia and Turkey that could be used to violate human rights 
or hinder democratic principles and freedom of speech. The 
Parliament also prohibited exports to countries under arms 
embargoes imposed by the European Council, OSCE and 
the UN. 

Surveillance technologies are considered “dual-use” 
technologies by most regulatory standards, which means 
that they are goods that can be used for both civilian and 
military applications. For EU countries, the exports of dual-
use items are restricted by a system of international EU and 
national rules that state that sellers must seek authorization 
from relevant authorities before export. Typically, though, 
the term “dual-use” is considered to be a nebulous term 
for technologies that are singularly used for military or 
intelligence applications.

“Although the base hardware is theoretically capable of 
performing multiple diverse tasks, the systems themselves 
are typically built and maintained for one specific purpose: 
limiting individual human rights,” writes Ben Wagner, a 
researcher for the Humanist Institute for Co-operation 
with Developing Countries. “Consequently some of the 
technologies suggested to be ‘dual use’ are effectively ‘single 

use’ technologies.”

However, there are other regulatory mechanisms in place as 
well. The 41 members of the Wassenaar Arrangement, a global 
multilateral arrangement on reporting exports of conventional 
weapons and sensitive dual-use goods, met to push for an 
international solution to unregulated surveillance systems and 
the cyber security technologies market. Intelligence agencies 
of the member countries are particularly worried about deep-
packet inspection technologies which are communications 
surveillance tools that monitor the traffic of network data sent 
over the Internet. This allows systems to manage networks as 
well as spying and censorship and is being used by other states 
to conduct espionage or thwart cyber attacks. 

According to the Wassenaar website, participating states 
conducted a regional views exercise to exchange information 
on risks associated with transfers and dual-use goods focusing 
on specific geographic regions. In December 2013 the parties 
of the Arrangement agreed on a number of areas including 
surveillance, law enforcement and intelligence gathering 
tools, and internet protocol network surveillance systems of 
equipment, which they determined may be detrimental to 
regional security and stability. 

However, despite increasing bureaucratic momentum and 
increasing public scrutiny, these technologies are often 
trafficked illegally or moved through third party countries to 
circumvent strict regional regulations through countries with 
fewer regulations. At present, there is no universal robust 
regulation regime for these technologies as there are for other 
defense technologies and for things of this nature, the global 
regulation regime is only as strong as its weakest link. •
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Is the Crimean crisis a resurgence of the Cold War? With the 
growing divide between NATO and Russia, the situation 

in Europe is closer to the Cold War scenario than it has been 
since the 1990s. One important element to comprehending 
this issue is the economic contrast between the United States 
and Western Europe, on the one hand, and the post-Soviet 
states, on the other. 

This aspect is relevant for four reasons in particular. First, the 
economic hardships suffered by the populations of the post-
Soviet states play a significant role in the probability of social 
unrest erupting in them. Second, the economic backwardness 
of countries in the post-Soviet area makes the prospects of 
joining the European Union more attractive for them, as 
it can be seen as a way to receive much-needed financing 
for modernizing projects in areas such as infrastructure. It 
also allows people to move away from these countries into 
economically developed Western Europe, where they can 
increase their income substantially.  Third, the degree of 
economic development of the Russian Federation is a factor 
both in its international power and in how attractive it is for 
Russian-speaking populations in other post-Soviet states to 
press for alignment with Russia, or even for annexation to 
it. Finally, low economic growth in the post-Soviet area can 

enhance sympathies for the region’s communist past, which 
is understood by some to have been a more prosperous time. 
In seeking to improve our understanding of this economic 
divide, this article looks to the region’s economic history, to 
how the economy of the USSR fared during the Cold War.

At the height of the Cold War, Soviet premier Nikita 
Khrushchev declared that by 1970 the Soviet economy would 
surpass the American one. As we know, though, not only did 
the Soviet Union not overtake the United States, but by the 
end of the Cold War the gap between them was even wider.

However, during his time in office the gap was indeed 
shrinking: when Khrushchev rose to power in 1953, the 
American economy was almost three times the size of the Soviet 
one, and when he was forced to abandon control of the USSR 
in 1964 the relative standing of the Soviet economy had been 
improved. This improvement was rather slight compared to 
his grand declaration, as the economy of the United States was 
still almost two-and-a-half times as great. By 1970, although 
the gap had shrunk, with the American economy being two-
and-a-quarter times as large as the Soviet one, the USSR 
was nowhere near surpassing the United States. Henceforth, 
the gap began to widen further and further, so that by the 

The Bear’s Struggle: Economic 
Competition in the Cold War

Andre Novellino Gouvêa

International Economics 
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With the growing divide between NATO 
and Russia, the situation in Europe is closer 

to the Cold War scenario than it has been 
since the 1990s
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end of the Cold War in 1991, the economy of the United 
States was more than three times larger than the Soviet one.

It is probable that Khrushchev’s declaration was largely 
influenced by Soviet official statistics, since they show 
significantly stronger economic growth than the more 
reliable assessments from modern scholars. According to 
the official statistics, Soviet GDP grew by 7.7 percent in the 
1950-1978 period - an astounding 
rate. But in reality the growth seems 
to have been 4.4 percent in that 
period, which is still a respectable rate 
of economic growth. Nevertheless it 
was much less than what the official 
statistics showed. Even if the Soviet 
Union had maintained such a growth 
rate through later periods, all other 
things remaining equal, its GDP would not have been able to 
catch up with that of the US in the 20th century. In fact, its 
performance was even worse after 1978: the Soviet Union grew 
only 1.2 percent in the 1978-1990 period, and the distance 
between the GDP of the two superpowers became even wider.

Why was the Soviet GDP so much smaller than the 
American one, even though the communist country had 
the larger population at all times? Why was its GDP 
per capita low compared to that of the United States?

The ravages of the Russian Revolution and the Great War were 
certainly a significant factor, as only in 1931 did Soviet GDP 
per capita recover to the Russian Empire’s 1913 level (total 
GDP recovered its 1913 level in 1929). The Second World War 
also reduced the country’s GDP, but in this case its economic 
recovery was much faster: by 1948 pre-war levels of GDP 
had already been surpassed - a remarkable feat considering 
the loss of 20 million people during the war, and GDP per 
capita surpassed pre-war levels in that same year as well.

The centrally planned economic system was, of course, 
also an important factor, stunting economic growth due 
to its inefficiencies and wastefulness. For instance, in 
1980 for every $1,000 of the Soviet Union’s GNP that 
was produced, 1.490kg of coal had to be consumed. 
Meanwhile, West Germany utilized only 565kg coal to 
produce each $1.000 of its GNP. Furthermore, while 
the United States, Western Europe and Japan enjoyed a 
great spurt of high-level technological development, the 
Soviet Union found it hard to keep the pace of innovation.

A final factor is that the Russian Empire was already less 
economically developed than the United States before the 
1917 communist revolution happened, and the long-term 

growth rates of the USSR were not high enough to overcome 
this situation. In 1913, the Russian Empire had a GDP per 
capita of $1,488 (in 1990 dollars), around 28 percent of that 
of the US in the same year ($5,301) and 41 percent of that of 
Germany ($3,648), being closer to that of Mexico ($1,732). 
Furthermore, the cultural, social and institutional aspects 
which contributed to the relative economic backwardness 
of the Russian Empire could have continued to slow 

growth during communist times.

For the entirety of the Cold War, 
Soviet GDP per capita remained 
considerably lower than that 
of the United States, making it 
unlikely that it could overtake the 
US in total GDP, since although 
the USSR had a somewhat larger 

population, it was not considerably larger. And even 
by 1991, the Soviet GDP per capita did not reach the 
American GDP per capita level of 1945. As such, despite 
the remarkable achievements of Russian civilization in the 
sciences and the arts, economically the Soviet Union found 
itself fighting a losing battle against the United States.

With this historical perspective in mind, it is easier for us 
to understand the causes of the economic situation of the 
modern post-Soviet republics. Their relatively lower levels 
of economic development, when compared to the United 
States and Western Europe, is in part due to the barriers to 
economic growth caused by the inefficiency of the planned 
economic system. We should also keep in mind that the 
Russian Empire was already a relatively economically 
backwards country, and from that time, from the Soviet 
period until today, Russia has enjoyed a more or less similar 
relative global economic position. What the Soviet Union 
failed to deliver was catching up to the advanced capitalist 
economies. This had serious consequences for its regime, 
because communism as a path to modernization was one 
of the major pillars supporting it. The post-Soviet republics 
haven’t fared much better in that sense, and even the Russian 
Federation, whose territory had comprised the core of the 
Soviet Union, is a long way from reaching the United States’ 
and Western Europe’s level of economic development. Only 
time will tell: will the bear awaken to its full potential? •
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“Today we cannot be silent. You cannot be silent, just 
like we were not silent on November 9, 1989. Apathy 

is the worst way.”  

These are the words of Iveta Radičová, a sociologist, former 
Prime Minister of Slovakia and keynote speaker at the tenth 
annual DASI Conference, held on 31 January. The day-long 
conference focused on developments in the aftermath of the 
fall of the Berlin Wall, including the implications for the 
current state of democracy in Eastern European countries. 
Naturally, the situation in Ukraine received attention and 
Radičova appealed to the younger members of the audience 
to support the Ukrainian people in their fight for democracy 
and a transparent society. She emphasized that today, 25 years 
after the fall of the Berlin Wall, democracy cannot be taken for 
granted in Europe. 

This year’s DASI conference gathered an audience of about 120 
students, representatives from embassies, professors, and others 
who listened to speakers of diverse backgrounds exchanging 
opinions on the conference theme. Morning sessions included 
keynote speakers such as Ewald König, an Austrian journalist 
who was present during the fall of the Berlin Wall, Melanie 
Sully, President of the Vienna-based Go-Governance Institute, 
and Aleksander Smolar, political scientist and former advisor 
to two Polish Prime Ministers. König argued that because the 
fall of the Berlin Wall is of high symbolic value, the importance 
of the Polish insurrection of 1988 has largely been neglected. 
Smolar reiterated this argument and pointed to the filtering 
role of mass media.

In the afternoon, three simultaneous panel discussions took 
place, which concentrated on politics, economics and identity 
and how these relate to democracy. The panel on economics 
offered valuable insights into the economic situation in the 
former Eastern Bloc. Petr Skočdopole, Czech journalist and 
former editor-in-chief of the weekly Instinkt, added humor 
to the discussion through the story of a toilet paper shortage 
and corresponding evolution of a black market in the former 
Czechoslovakia. The current political crisis in Ukraine was also 
debated in this forum. 

25 Years: 
Picking up the 

Pieces of the 
Berlin Wall

Gjertrud Fosdal

“The EU perceives Ukraine as a possible market, whereas Russia 
sees it as a territory”, said Vladimir Gligorov, staff economist at 
the Vienna Institute for International Economic Studies. He 
also pointed to the economic growth in Poland and described 
it as “a tremendous success.” 

The other panels also saw spirited and wide-ranging debate, 
touching on issues from resurging nationalism in Central 
Europe, and its meaning for the political future of the region, 
to the problem of corruption. However, Sergejus Muravjovas, 
Executive Director of Transparency International in Lithuania, 
highlighted that significant improvements had taken place over 
the last decades. “Whereas twenty years ago, politicians would 
boast about being on private jets with businessmen, today, they 
are highly aware of the repercussions of such behavior.”

Months of hard work by DA students, as well as the generous 
support from several sponsors were essential elements to make 
the conference successful. All proceeds from the event will be 
donated to the non-profit organization Teachers for Africa, 
which dedicates itself to improving education in the townships 
of South Africa. As Jan Willem Scholten, one of the heads of 
the organizing committee put it: “A great DASI tradition and 
a fulfilling project to be involved with - bring on next year!”•

Events
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The Festsaal of the Diplomatic Academy was filled to the 
last of its seats for the kickoff event of ETIAtalks on 

Thursday, 23 January. ETIAtalks is the youngest member of 
the DASI committee family and was created to fill the gap 
in the spectrum of conferences at the DA to examine topics 
which, according to Christoph Scharff of Altstoff Recycling 
Austria (ARA), “need to be made sexy.” In an interactive 
discussion, Paul Brunner, professor of waste management at 
the TU Vienna, and his colleagues Christoph Scharff (ARA), 
Heinz Leuenberger (UNIDO) and Peter Benedet (Samsung 
Electronics Austria), discussed a variety of issues from 
food loss to electronic waste, from organized crime to the 
possibilities of international investment and from consumer 
responsibility to producer insensitivity under the header of 
“urban waste management in developing nations.”

The problem of affording waste management in the 
developing world is closely linked to a global unwillingness 
to invest money in this sector. Regardless of the economic 
development of a country, only an average of 0.3 percent of 
GDP is spent on waste management. However, as Brunner 
pointed out, “our most expensive resource nowadays is 
knowledge” and thus, the costliest part of more efficient 
waste management is the technological infrastructure, 
meaning that the comparative advantage of lower salaries has 
only little influence on what a state can afford in this sector. 
Furthermore, the developing states’ lack of investment in 
waste management has induced a growing informal sector of 
the size of several billion US dollars per year. 

Disposal in the informal sector is carried out in bad working 
conditions by people who have little to no training in 
dismantling the resources or differentiating between reusable 
second-hand material and hazardous waste. Of the different 
sections in the informal sector, scavengers above all are exposed 
to major health hazards when picking up waste and also 
later during extraction of precious metals. In terms of health 
hazards, the increase of electronic waste has become of major 
concern. Recycling of electronic devices has a high economic 
benefit when done by trained people in controlled working 
conditions, but under the unregulated conditions, the health 

Vera Kellen

Let’s Talk About Waste
A Review of the ETIAtalks “Waste(d) Efforts”

Events

hazards are lethal. Additionally, developing countries do not 
only deal with their own e-waste but also with the imports 
from developed countries. Leuenberger explained that this 
is still expensive despite regulations. Increased investment 
in education programs for customs officers in differentiating 
between useful material and hazardous waste was proposed as 
a solution, but there was no mention of who would provide 
the funding.

The problem seems to be the lack of obvious economic 
benefit and incentive for international actors. “If there is 
something of value, you pick it up,” explained Scharff, 
pointing to the throwaway mentality of our society and the 
considerable decrease in value given to resources. With little 
capitalistic rationale to be seen directly from the material, 
an improvement of a company’s image would seem to be 
the only motivation to take action. Benedet explained that, 
unfortunately, companies act within a customer-oriented 
market structure, and consumer demand has exerted no 
pressure on them to get involved in waste prevention or 
recycling in developing nations. According to him, “a single 
company can’t be the solution” if the consumer doesn’t ask for 
change. However, shifting the responsibility back and forth 
between consumer and producer won’t help protect human 
life and the environment, nor will it prevent the spread and 
development of diseases as efficient waste management could.

The key for the future of waste management in developing 
countries lies in increasing knowledge about economically 
viable solutions. However, it also became clear that the 
general attitude toward resources needs to change, and in 
light of this, the first ETIAtalks has made a step in the right 
direction. The bar is set high for the two upcoming talks 
taking place in the coming months. On 20 March during the 
international Water Week, a panel of experts will address the 
sustainability of hydropower plants and whether it is really the 
greenest of renewable energies. On 24 April, the closing talk 
of the season will take place with an evaluation of smart grids, 
modern electrical grids gathering information to improve the 
efficiency and reliability of electricity distribution.•
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L’éducation est un secteur touché par les inégalités de gen-
re, particulièrement dans les pays en développement. Aujo-
urd’hui encore 39 millions d’adolescentes âgées de 11 à 15 
ans ne sont pas scolarisées. Les raisons les plus régulièrement 
invoquées pour justifier le décrochage scolaire sont les frais 
liés à l’éducation - et ce malgré l’existence de la gratuité - 
les grossesses précoces et la charge des travaux domestiques. 
Cependant, et ce au-delà des questions d’égalité des sexes et 
de droits des femmes, ce potentiel non exploité représente 
une perte considérable à l’échelle de la famille, de la commu-
nauté, de la nation.

La parité entre les garçons et les filles est atteinte pour l’édu-
cation primaire. Cette réussite ne s’étend pourtant pas à l’éd-
ucation secondaire. C’est durant cette période entre l’enfance 
et l’âge adulte que s’acquièrent à la fois les compétences mais 
aussi les comportements nécessaires à l’émancipation. Or, 
c’est aussi durant cette période que se creusent les inégalités 
de scolarisation, les adolescentes étant nettement désavan-
tagées. L’adolescence est donc une période clé caractérisée par 
des problèmes qui lui sont propres et nécessitent des solutions 
adaptées. Les estimations de l’UNESCO comptent 1,2 mil-
liards de jeunes entre 10 et 19 ans, dont 75% vivent en Asie 
ou en Afrique. La majorité de ceux qui n’ont pas la chance de 
poursuivre des études secondaires sont des filles. Parmi celles 
qui sont déscolarisées entre 11 et 15 ans, une sur sept est 
mariée avant 15 ans, et la moitié est mère avant d’avoir atteint 
l’âge adulte.

L’argument le plus répandu en faveur de la parité dans l’éd-

L’éducation des femmes:
un bénéfice partagé

Étudiantes dans une école à Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan

Relations│ internationale(s)│ Beziehungen

ucation est celui dit de l’autonomisation. Il s’agit d’un argu-
ment moral fondé sur les droits de la personne et l’égalité. 
L’éducation est perçue comme une fin en soi, et a pour but 
de soutenir la dignité et le bien-être de chaque personne. Il 
existe cependant un deuxième argument qui met l’accent sur 
les bénéfices plus généraux obtenus par le biais de l’éducation 
des adolescentes. Cette approche est caractérisée le plus sou-
vent par des études quantitatives cherchant à estimer avec le 
plus de précision possible le bénéfice concret de la scolarisa-
tion. Par exemple, le rapport sur l’éducation des filles dans les 
pays en voie de développement publié en  1992 par l’Institut 
pour le développement économique de la Banque mondiale 
a calculé les dépenses de santé qui peuvent être évitées par le 
biais de l’éducation des filles lors d’une étude au Pakistan. 
Les frais d’un an de scolarité pour 1 000 filles s’élèvent à 30 
000 USD sur une période de 15 ans. Or, l’étude montre que 
les économies ainsi réalisées sont de 48 000 USD en évitant 
60 morts infantiles, 33 000 USD en évitant 5 000 grossesses 
adolescentes et 7 500 USD en évitant plusieurs morts mater-
nelles durant l’accouchement. Les bénéfices ainsi réalisés sont 
donc trois fois plus importants que le coût engendrés, et cela 
sans compter les bénéfices humains. 

Dans le milieu académique, cet argument prend source dans 
l’approche des capabilités du philosophe Amartya Sen qui 
évalue la liberté dont un individu jouit effectivement, ses 
possibilités concrètes d’agir de différentes manières. La phi-
losophe Martha Nussbaum a intégré l’approche de Sen dans 
le domaine de l’éducation des femmes et a développé dix 
indicateurs regroupés en quatre domaines qui influencent le 

Julie D’Havé
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contrôle que chaque femme possède sur sa vie et la capacité 
de changement qu’elle exerce sur celle-ci. Ces domaines sont 
: la santé physique et reproductive, la vie émotionnelle et re-
lationnelle, le travail et enfin la participation et la politique. 
Le nombre d’années de scolarisation joue un rôle majeur dans 
chacun d’entre eux.

En ce qui concerne la santé physique et reproductive, de 
nombreuses études montrent une corrélation positive entre 
la scolarisation et un mariage plus tardif, une descendance 
moins nombreuse due à l’utilisation de contraceptifs ainsi 
que le choix d’un mode de vie et régime alimentaire plus sain. 
De plus, l’éducation a aussi un impact 
sur la prédisposition aux maladies. 
Une étude menée au Swaziland rap-
porte que deux tiers des adolescentes 
scolarisées sont séronégatives, alors 
que deux tiers de celles qui ne le sont 
pas sont séropositives.

L’éducation influence aussi la vie émotionnelle et relation-
nelle. En effet, un mariage plus tardif augmente la probabilité 
de pouvoir choisir soi-même son partenaire et d’avoir un rôle 
égalitaire dans la relation.

Bien que la scolarisation ait une influence positive sur l’activ-
ité économique et les revenus des femmes, la relation entre 
le niveau d’éducation et les opportunités sur le marché de 
l’emploi ainsi que le salaire est plus complexe qu’il n’y paraît. 
Cependant, plusieurs études montrent qu’une année de sco-

larité supplémentaire permet d’obtenir un salaire 10 à 20% 
supérieur. De plus, c’est au niveau de l’économie nationale 
ou communautaire que l’éducation des femmes est la plus 
bénéfique. Ainsi, augmenter le nombre de femmes occupant 
des postes plus élevés permet d’augmenter le PIB d’un pays. 
En Inde, une augmentation de 10% du rapport entre travail-
leurs et travailleuses permettrait d’augmenter le PIB de 8%. 
Une autre étude réalisée au Kenya  indique que si les fer-
mières étaient aussi instruites que les fermiers les rendements 
de maïs et de haricot augmenteraient de 22%.

Enfin l’éducation est essentielle pour promouvoir la partici-
pation des femmes dans la vie civile, 
politique et associative. Elle permet 
d’acquérir les compétences néces-
saires pour se forger une opinion sur 
les partis politiques et les enjeux d’une 
campagne. En effet,  un lien entre le 
niveau d’études et la création d’asso-
ciations servant à mettre en avant les 

revendications des femmes dans la communauté a été établi 
par plusieurs études.

Si l’éducation seule ne suffit pas pour atteindre l’égalité entre 
homme et femme, elle joue néanmoins un rôle essentiel dans 
ce processus. Non seulement les compétences acquises lors de 
l’éducation, telle que la littéracie ou la connaissance des nou-
velles technologies, mais aussi la capacité à exercer un con-
trôle sur sa vie sont des gains précieux tant pour les femmes 
que pour la société dans laquelle elles évoluent.•

C’est au niveau de l’économie nationale 
ou communautaire que l’éducation des 

femmes est la plus bénéfique. Ainsi, 
augmenter le nombre de femmes occupant 
des postes plus élevés permet d’augmenter 

le PIB d’un pays

Écolières à Bombay
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“60 % der Hochschulabsolventen sind Frauen, aber 
83 % der Aufsichtsratsmitglieder sind Männer, 

irgendetwas läuft schief, die weiblichen Talente werden 
einfach nicht zugelassen.” Dies ist eines der Argumente, mit 
der EU-Justizkommissarin Viviane Reding ihre Forderung 
nach einer Frauenquote begründet.

Thomas: Das ist natürlich keine wünschenswerte Si-
tuation, doch denke ich, dass wir uns mitten in einem ge-
sellschaftlichen Wandel befinden, der in die richtige Rich-
tung führt, nämlich zur vollen Gleichbehandlung. Ich bin 
allerdings davon überzeugt, dass Frauenquoten hierbei keine 
sinnvolle Maßnahme darstellen.

Jan: Diesen gesellschaftlichen Wandel gibt es, nur lei-
der überträgt sich dieser viel zu langsam auf die Ebene der 
Führungspositionen. Während der Ausbildungs- und Erfah-
rungsstand bereits auf sehr hohem Niveau sind, wächst der 
Frauenanteil in solchen Positionen in Österreich jährlich nur 
um 0,7 %. Es würde weitere 40 Jahre dauern um einen Anteil 
von 40 % zu erreichen.

Thomas: Nichtsdestoweniger hat sich der entsprechende 
Anteil in den letzten 10 Jahren verdoppelt, auch ohne Quote. 
Und da die seit einigen Jahrzehnten stetig höherqualifizier-
ten Frauen in Zukunft noch stärker in die Führungsetagen 
drängen werden, kann man wohl von einem exponentiellen 
Wachstum ausgehen, womit die angesprochenen 40 Jahre 

Am 20.11.2013 nahm das Europäische Parlament den Richtlinienvorschlag der Europäischen Kommission zur Gewährleis-
tung einer ausgewogeneren Vertretung von Frauen und Männern an, demzufolge der Frauenanteil in den Aufsichtsräten 
börsennotierter Gesellschaften bis 2020 auf 40 % angehoben werden soll. Bei gleicher Qualifikation der KandidatInnen 
soll im Falle einer weiblichen Unterrepräsentation die Frau den Vorzug erhalten. Dieses Vorhaben ist nicht nur in der eu-
ropäischen Bevölkerung umstritten, auch im Rat der EU, der nun seinerseits über die Initiative befinden muss, formiert sich 
Widerstand.

Wir haben den Schwerpunkt dieser Ausgabe zum Anlass genommen, um gemeinsam das Thema Frauenquote rund um 
den Vorschlag der Kommission zu diskutieren. Die Frage, ob es für zwei Männer angebracht ist, über ein solches 
Thema zu diskutieren, lassen wir dabei offen.

Frauenquote: Beeinträchtigung der 
Unternehmerfreiheit oder notwendiges 
Mittel gegen Diskriminierung

Thomas Prasthofer und Jan Stadler

Relations│ internationale(s)│ Beziehungen

doch stark übertrieben erscheinen.
Jan: Auch wenn sich das Wachstum über die Zeit etwas er-
höht hat, dauert die Veränderung trotzdem zu lange. Schließ-
lich waren Frauen vor 10 Jahren auch nicht erheblich weni-
ger qualifiziert als heute, und trotzdem erleben wir diesen 
langsamen Anstieg. In den Mitgliedsländern mit gesetzlicher 
Frauenquote stieg der Anteil im Vergleichszeitrum erheblich 
stärker.

Thomas: Trotzdem bestreite ich, dass dieser top-down-
approach dem gesellschaftlichen Wandel von innen heraus 
auf längere Sicht vorzuziehen ist. Unabhängig davon geht 
es bei der Quote aber auch um eine weitere Grundsatzfrage, 
schließlich beeinträchtigt die Frauenquote in hohem Maße 
die Eigentumsfreiheit und Unternehmensführung der betrof-
fenen Gesellschaften. Entspricht das wirklich einer liberalen 
Gesellschaft?

Jan: Ich würde widersprechen, dass dadurch “in hohem 
Maße” eingegriffen wird. Bei der Regelung geht es nur um 
den Aufsichtsrat, und nicht um die tatsächliche Leitung des 
Unternehmens. Diese Maßnahme beeinträchtigt doch bloß 
die Freiheit, in Kontrollorganen bei der Besetzung von 40 % 
der Posten die Frau anstatt den gleich qualifizierten Mann zu 
bevorzugen - eine meiner Meinung nach im Vergleich zum 
Gesamtziel des Vorhabens angemessene Maßnahme.

Thomas: Erstens würde ich den Aufsichtsrat keinesfalls 
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so unterbewerten, er ist vielmehr ein zentrales Organ von 
Aktiengesellschaften. Dementsprechend handelt es sich hier 
um einen krassen Eingriff in essentielle Teile der Unterneh-
mensführung. Darüber hinaus wäre ich generell vorsichtig, 
staatlichen „Beeinträchtigungen der Privatautonomie mit 
dem Argument sie seien ohnehin nur geringfügig“, Tür und 
Tor zu öffnen. In praktischer Hinsicht sind außerdem gravie-
rende Probleme in Bezug auf den juristisch unverdächtigen 
Ausdruck “bei gleicher Qualifikation” festzustellen.

Jan: Es ist die Aufgabe des Staates, aktiv gegen die Dis-
kriminierung von Personengruppen vorzugehen, besonders 
wenn es sich dabei um eine Gruppe handelt, die die Mehr-
heit der Bevölkerung darstellt. Ein solches Verhalten darf 
auch nicht durch die Privatautonomie legitimiert werden. 
Der Wirtschaft wurde ausreichend Zeit gegeben, hier tätig 
zu werden, nach dem Scheitern dieser Initiativen ist nun je-
doch der Staat zum Handeln gezwungen. Ich behaupte je-
doch weiterhin, dass der diskutierte Vorschlag - Vorzug nur 
bei gleicher Qualifikation, ausschließlich für Aufsichtsräte, 
weitreichende Ausnahmen bei den umfassten Unternehmen 
- einen bloß geringfügigen Eingriff darstellt. Eine externe 
Überprüfung der “gleichen Qualifikation” führt in diesem 
Zusammenhang zu einer objektiv nachvollziehbaren Ent-
scheidung, die der jahrelangen Benachteiligung von Frauen 
einen Riegel vorschiebt.

Thomas: Eine exakt “gleiche Qualifikation” auch nur in 
einer Mehrheit der Fälle objektiv nachvollziehen zu können, 
ist leider Wunschdenken. So führt die Quote in zahlreichen 
Fällen zu fragwürdigen, aus purer Diskriminierungsangst 
getroffenen Personalentscheidungen, in denen die Qualifika-
tion sogar eine untergeordnete Rolle spielt. Und das kann 
weder für die Gesellschaft noch für die Wirtschaft von Vor-
teil sein - und schon gar nicht für Frauen in der Arbeitswelt, 
Stichwort “Quotenfrau”.

Jan: Die Erfahrungen anderer Länder mit der Frauenquote 
sprechen hier jedoch eine andere Sprache. So legen Studien 
nahe, dass Unternehmen mit einem höheren Frauenanteil in 

den Führungsebenen nicht nur bessere finanzielle Ergebnis-
se erzielen, sondern auch besser mit Risiken umgehen. Eine 
Frau, die nach Jahren harter Arbeit aufgrund einer Diskri-
minierung an dem Aufstieg in die Chefetagen eines Unter-
nehmens gehindert wird, hat nicht sehr viel davon, zumin-
dest nicht als “Quotenfrau” gelten zu müssen. In Wahrheit 
haben wir jetzt schon Aufsichtsräte voller “Quotenmänner”, 
die aufgrund ihres Geschlechts statt ihrer Qualifikation dort-
hin gelangt sind. Und “Quotenmänner” können wir uns in 
Zeiten, in denen wir einen Mangel an gut ausgebildeten Ar-
beitskräften zu beklagen haben und Frauen durchschnittlich 
einen höheren Ausbildungsgrad aufweisen, auch wirtschaft-
lich nicht mehr leisten.

Thomas: Niemand bezweifelt den weiblichen Beitrag 
zu betrieblichem Erfolg und natürlich muss es das Ziel sein, 
mehr Frauen in Spitzenpositionen vorzufinden. Dieser Trend 
ist ohnehin erkennbar, das angesprochene gesellschaftliche 
Umdenken und nicht zuletzt der freie Markt sorgen dafür. Ein 
Unternehmen wäre auf Dauer auch nicht wettbewerbsfähig, 
wenn es geschlechterfeindliche Motive über marktwirtschaft-
liche Grundüberlegungen wie die Beschäftigung der besten 
verfügbaren Mitarbeiter zur Gewinnmaximierung stellen 
würde. Frauenquoten sind dabei nicht notwendig. Außer-
dem muss auch angemerkt werden, dass selbst vermeintliche 
Musterschüler wie Norwegen mit einem Frauenanteil von 42 
% in Aufsichtsräten (bei einer gesetzlichen Quote von 40 %) 
vor allem eines geschaffen haben: sogenannte “Goldröcke”. 
Dabei handelt es sich um Frauen, die etliche Aufsichtsrats-
posten kumulieren und so die Erfüllung der Vorschrift erst 
ermöglichen. Der breiten Masse ist damit also keineswegs 
geholfen. Daraus kann nur geschlossen werden, dass Quo-
ten nicht die Lösung sein können. Der Staat sollte vielmehr 
die nötigen Rahmenbedingungen für erwerbstätige Frauen, 
wie zum Beispiel Kinderbetreuungsstätten, schaffen und den 
verbleibenden Weg der Gesellschaft sowie dem Markt über-
lassen.

Jan: Die Einführung von Quoten muss selbstverständlich 
von anderen Maßnahmen begleitet werden und kann nie für 
sich allein zum Ziel führen. Das Phänomen, dass gewisse Per-
sonen mehrere Aufsichtsratsposten innehaben, ist in gleicher 
Weise auch unter Männern zu beobachten und widerspricht 
deshalb auch nicht dem Konzept der Quote. Außerdem ist 
die Vorbildfunktion auch in diesem Fall erfüllt, da man so 
in den Einzelunternehmen eine stärkere weibliche Vertretung 
erreicht. Nach deren Etablierung fällt es aufstrebenden Frau-
en anschließend auch leichter, in diese Positionen nachzurü-
cken. Schließlich hat der Markt über Jahre hin versagt, trotz 
entsprechend ausgebildeter Frauen eine adäquate Vertretung 
in Führungspositionen zu erreichen - was nicht überra-
schen kann, schließlich war der Markt dabei in großen Maße 
männlich dominiert. Und dieser Markt darf nicht länger ge-
sellschaftliche Entwicklungen aufhalten, die glücklicherweise 
inzwischen Realität sind.•
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Gendered Impacts of the 
Resource-Poverty Nexus

Katharina Proestler and Riccardo Zennaro

The struggle for natural resources is a common condition 
worldwide for communities affected by poverty. This 

not only has an impact on health, agricultural and economic 
productivity, but also on education opportunities, social 
stability and personal well-being. The struggle for access to 
sufficient water and clean energy is both a human rights issue 
and a development challenge since it is mostly women and 
children that are automatically involved in the hardest and 
life-sustaining practices. 

The issues of water, energy, 
gender and development 
are more than ever a major 
challenge to address. In the 
case of ecosystem services, 
the impacts of poverty, 
class and ethnicity are 
crucial as they define how a 
community regulates itself 
and who has access to clean 
water and modern energy 
services. In economically 
disadvantaged communities, 
the traditionally determined 
social roles and power 
relations establish that 
women and young girls 
assume the burden of fuel 
and water collection. The 
social differences between 
males and females have 
to do with strong beliefs 
that are learned and deeply rooted in each community’s 
culture. This includes a set of socially defined and prescribed 
roles, attributes, responsibilities, expectations and behavior 
patterns that are linked to each sex and age. 

However, according to the Indira Gandhi Institute of 
Development Research, the fact that mainly women and 
girls collect these precious resources does not mean that they 
benefit from them – contrarily, their health is even affected 
negatively. Vital resources like water and wood or fossil fuels 

Songea, Tanzania. June 2012

Environment & Tech

are then allocated for the benefit of the whole family and 
women are less likely to have access to them than men. Their 
situation could be described as having “responsibility without 
authority.” Even though it is the responsibility of women to 
collect the fuel, carry, process, and use it, they often have no 
say in its allocation. In one of its reports, the World Health 
Organization remarks how women’s access to decision-making 
is restricted and therefore limiting their ability to influence 

how resources such as fuel 
are used, processed and 
allocated this is the real 
paradox of gendered impact 
on energy, water and food.

According to the World 
Bank, women in poor 
communities usually spend 
every day from two to nine 
hours collecting fuel and 
water as well as performing 
other subsistence activities 
such as cooking chores. 
If resources such as water 
become scarcer because of 
climate change, girls over 
boys are withdrawn from 
school to support family 
needs. It is a backbreaking, 
time-consuming, and in 
many cases, unhealthy but 
essential survival work. In 

this regard, UNDP declared that 70 percent of individuals 
in developing countries living below the poverty threshold 
are women; most of the two billion people without access to 
modern energy service live in rural areas demonstrating that 
a lack of modern fuel has a stronger impact on women and 
girls.

The repercussions of missing access to modern energy in 
particular for women and girls are manifold. First of all, 
the vicious cycle of poverty cannot be interrupted as several 
hours a day are needed for collecting resources, leaving little 
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The coastal region of Guayas, Ecuador. December 2010

70 percent of individuals in developing countries 
living below the poverty threshold are women and 

most of the two billon people without access to 
modern energy service live in rural areas

time to other livelihood activities such as studying or income 
generation. Consequently, illiterate girls - our future women 
- are forced to live in larger and poorer families. These 
arduous tasks also affect women’s health negatively - many 
are simply suffering from hauling heavy loads of fuel and 
water. According to scientists of the Indira Gandhi Institute 
of Development Research, biofuel combustion for cooking 
in unventilated kitchens causes respiratory infections and 
premature death of more than two million women and 
children globally per year.

The worst comes when the natural resources around their 
home shrink or are no longer available. Entire families or 
women alone take all their belongings to settle down in shanty 
towns with no health or sanitation 
facilities. Those women, who 
were playing a central role in 
collecting precious resources such 
as water and fuel, have to readapt 
to a completely different life and 
environment, where another 
major issue threatens their daily 
life – violence. In the majority of shanty towns, many cases of 
violence towards women are registered while they are going 
to collect water, while they are cleaning or simply walking to 
the market.  

By improving their conditions, women can allocate time for 
economic activities and, therefore, increase their income. A 
better income then allows them to invest more in improved 
energy equipment. Some projects show that it is possible to 
involve women, not just as passive consumers of technology, 

but as active participants in integrating or using certain 
equipment to improve their quality of life. That is the 
case of the Solar Sister project. This initiative, founded in 
Sub-Saharan Africa, seeks to eradicate energy poverty by 
empowering women with economic opportunity based 
on the potential of solar technology. With a deliberately 
woman-centered direct sales network, this initiative aims to 
bring light, hope and opportunity to even the most remote 
communities.

Therefore, it is necessary to address energy, water access, 
poverty, equity and gender issues as parts of the same political 
agenda of development. This requires a change in social 
behavior and a new consciousness toward environmental 

degradation. Major change 
could take place to deal with the 
resource-gender-poverty nexus 
including improving access to 
financial resources and social 
and political empowerment to 
participate in the decision-making 
process within households and 

communities. In addition, the energy sector needs to provide 
the poor with affordable and more efficient equipment that 
reduces adverse health impacts. These strategies could have 
a positive influence not only on gender equality or on the 
quality of life especially of women and children, but also 
on our precious environmental resources. Like, Professor 
Mohammed Yunus, Nobel Peace Prize laureate in 2006, 
initiator of the micro-lending project and combatant against 
world poverty, said: “Changes are products of intensive 
efforts.”•
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Between Trust and Mistrust: 
Nuclear Power for Peaceful Purposes

Isabel Mank

Iranian President Hassan Rohani at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, in January 2014

“The Islamic Republic of Iran has never desired a 
nuclear weapon and it will never desire to have one 

in the future,” said Iranian President Hassan Rohani in a 
statement at the World Economic Forum in January 2014. 
“We are going to continue with our peaceful activities so that 
we can use nuclear for peaceful purposes including energy 
production, electricity production, medical purposes, so on 
and so forth.”

Despite Iran’s justification to enrich nuclear material solely for 
peaceful purposes, skepticism exists among the international 
community. The Iranian regime owns stockpiles of highly 
enriched (> 20 percent) Uranium. The material enriched at 
20 percent is required to produce nuclear medicine, which 
includes radiation therapy for cancer patients and PET 
scans to diagnose diseases. Once this amount of Uranium is 
enriched, it becomes less and less difficult to increase it to 90 
percent – the point at which weaponization is possible.

According to estimates by the IAEA, Iran already possesses 
185kg of 20-percent enriched Uranium. Furthermore, the 
stockpile is constantly increasing and is nearly at 250 kg, 
which is the amount needed to convert Uranium into a 
weapons-grade material. If the IAEA would have access to 
the Iranian facilities, they would be able to detect whether 
Uranium is enriched for power production, medical purposes 

or weapons. However, the agency has not yet been granted 
access to all facilities by the Iranian regime, wherefore the 
transportation of nuclear material to compounds designated 
for bomb building cannot be excluded as it is not yet 
controlled.

Nevertheless, enriched nuclear material can be transformed 
into energy and electricity. Today, around 17 percent of 
the electricity in the world is produced with nuclear power 
because nuclear energy has a minor influence on climate 
change (compared to coal and natural gas power, which emit 
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere). It is an alternative to 
limited fossil fuel supply, is independent of fluctuating oil 
and gas prices and addresses concerns about energy security. 
Yet, there are major negative aspects on Uranium enrichment 
as well.

Most significantly, nuclear material can be used for the 
development of nuclear weapons. Nuclear bombs commonly 
contain the chemical element Uranium, and conditionally, 
Plutonium. Uranium is generally favored due to the 
reason that it exists in significant quantities in nature and 
that it holds fissile material, which is indispensable for the 
development of nuclear weapons. Referring to the former, 
Uranium can be found in numerous minerals and appears 
as a heavy, silvery-white metal that is slightly softer than 
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steel. Naturally occurring Uranium consists of largely two 
isotopes: up to 0.72 percent Uranium-235 (U-235), which 
accounts for the fissile part of the atom; and the rest of the 
less fissionable isotope U-238.

Highly enriched Uranium (HEU) at or about 95 percent, is 
needed to build an atomic bomb and can be enriched to this 
point with a variety of techniques. The Iranians use the gas 
centrifuge enrichment technique in enrichment plants. These 
are located in different areas than the nuclear power plants or 
the compounds where bombs may be built. In the centrifuge, 
centrifugal or extreme spinning force modifies the Uranium 
by separating the heavier U-238 isotopes from the lighter 
U-235 isotopes, then the U-235 is then further enriched. 

Once it reaches three to five 
percent it can be used for 
electricity production in a 
power reactor, where the fission 
process – the further splitting 
of the nucleus into small parts 
as required to produce energy – 
can be controlled and halted once 
a certain atomic mass has been 
reached. So, as soon as it reaches 
about 20 percent it can be used in 
reactors to produce radio-isotopes 
for medicine and cancer treatment. 
If the enrichment is higher than 20 
percent, the so-called HEU can be 
used for nuclear weapons. At that 
point, the Uranium will fissile in 
an intense chain-reaction once the 
device is ignited. 

According to Rohani at the World 
Economy Form in January 2014, 
“[Iran’s] nuclear energy program has 
never sought, nor seeks, anything 
other than peaceful applications of this technology. […] I 
strongly and clearly declare that nuclear weapons have no 
place in our security strategy and that Iran has no motivation 
to move in that direction.” Due to the controversy between 
Iran’s talks and its current nuclear efforts, the UN Security 
Council plus Germany (P5+1) agreed together with Iran on 
an interim nuclear deal taking effect on 20 January 2014, in 
order to assure not only Iran’s compliance in the short-run, 
but also to create a new balance of power in the Middle East 
in the long-run.

The so called Joint Plan of Action is set for a period of six 
months with the objectives to eliminate Iran’s stockpile of 
highly enriched Uranium, prevent the enrichment of Uranium 

above five percent, dismantle some of its enrichment-related 
infrastructure, allow more IAEA inspections, and prevent the 
construction of more nuclear power plants. Additionally, the 
IAEA requires several justifications from Iran, for example, 
regarding the production of specific bomb ignitions, which 
are beneficial for nuclear weapons as they enable accurate 
timing for ignition, as reported by the Frankfurter Allgemeinen 
Zeitung. 

Nevertheless, in return for the planned talks and compliance, 
Iran is being relieved from several international economic 
sanctions. The threat of further economic sanctions on Iran 
forced the government to the table and to accept the interim 
deal as the economic instability was causing discontent 

throughout the Iranian 
population and so challenged the 
government and policies of the 
current President Hassan Rohani.

Iran’s position on nuclear 
weapons is neither new, nor is 
it solely within the power of 

Rohani. Iran’s Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Hosseini Khamenei, 
head of state and the most powerful 
political and religious authority in 
Iran, positioned himself against the 
production, stockpiling and use of 
nuclear weapons. He emphasized 
that cooperation would only be 
possible once the sanctions are lifted. 
Subsequently, the rapprochement 
between the USA and Iran is of 
historical significance since talks 
had been frozen between the two 
countries because of the hostages 
of US embassy employees taken in 
1979 to 1981 in Iran.

And yet, according to Foreign Policy, the Joint Plan of Action 
is rather hiding the “real issue” with regard to integrating Iran 
into the world economy and the international community. 
If the sanctions are not lifted, it threatens regional stability. 
Therefore, the interim deal and the lifting of the sanctions 
tries to rearrange a balance of power, hence allowing Iran to 
position itself within the international community. Israel and 
Saudi Arabia observe this development with resentment as 
they fear to lose their present influence in the region. In any 
case not only Iran, but also other countries such as Israel, 
own nuclear materials and technologies. Subsequently, high-
level talks – currently focusing on Iran and nuclear weapons 
– will need to continue.•

If the IAEA would have access to the Iranian facilities, 
they would be able to detect whether Uranium is 

enriched for power production, medical purposes or 
weapons
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Kicking off the New Year Bratislava Style

Just an hour’s train ride away from Vienna lies a hidden 
gem, neatly tucked away in the heart of Europe: 

Bratislava. Although this post-eastern bloc city is the capital 
of neighboring Slovakia, it doesn’t garner as much attention 
(unjustifiably so) as its more affluent and larger neighbor, 
Vienna. It was in Bratislava that I decided to kick off 2014 
by celebrating New Year’s Eve on the cobblestone streets 
with awe-inspiring views of the historic Bratislava Castle 
and the Danube River. Despite the frigid temperatures, the 
friendliness and hospitality of the locals, and of course the 
local Zlatý Bažant beer, kept up my spirits and hopes for 
the New Year. The time and setting culminated in my most 
pleasantly surprising and memorable New Year’s Eve to date.

Upon arriving to Hlavná Stanica (Bratislava’s main train 
station) my companions and I immediately decided to satiate 
our appetites by indulging in the 
Slovak national dish, bryndzové 
halušky, a creamy bowl of small 
potato dumplings mixed in sheep’s 
cheese and topped with bits of 
bacon at the city’s locally famous 
Slovak Pub. This dish proved to 
be not only heavy and flavorful, 
but also quite practical considering how cold the weather 
would later prove to be. The reasonable prices were especially 
astonishing considering the portion sizes and quality.

From Slovak Pub we decided to go to the old city center, where 
the main festivities would be taking place. During the hours 
leading up to midnight, the streets were lined with public 
concerts playing everything from classic Slovak folk music to 

female hip-hop dance routines, as well as kiosks serving beer 
or mulled wine. The contrast of the historical architecture of 
the city center with modern New Year’s Eve celebrations was 
intriguing – it made me feel comfortable, welcome and at home. 

As the New Year’s hugs and kisses were exchanged, a very 
friendly local put his arms around my friends and me, and 
told us an interesting fact about New Year’s in Slovakia. As 
it turns out, the day also happens to be the celebration of 
Slovakia’s independence from Czechoslovakia on 1 January, 
1993. However, that is not to say that the day is celebrated 
there only for this reason because it truly is a New Year’s 
celebration. As the night reached its climax, the city erupted 
overhead with fireworks at the castle along the river bank. 
With champagne bottles popping, it was as if at that moment 

Bratislava transformed from a 
sleepy city into a giant birthday 
cake with fireworks for candles.

This city is the perfect place to 
go for a day trip from Vienna. 
Its relatively small size makes it 
easier to explore with a limited 

amount of time or on a budget. From the history of the 
ancient churches with relics of 1,000 year-old saints on full 
display, to the enjoyable public spaces such as the riverfront 
(perfect for an intimate stroll with a significant other or a 
group of friends). Bratislava should be on every student’s to-
visit list.  It is a quick getaway that includes delicious meaty 
food and fine cocktails, beer or wine, as well as a historic 
surrounding that never disappoints a curious mind.•

Jason Fischer

... it was as if at that moment Bratislava 
transformed from a sleepy city into a giant 

birthday cake with fireworks for candles

Travel 
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Searching for Democracy: Lessons from a  
Research Trip to Austral Africa 

Pedro Henrique de Melo

As I rode to the Epic Sana hotel, trivial day scenes of Luanda 
were spoiled by remains of the civil war that haunted 

Angola between 1977 and 2002. The normality of a flock of 
kids leaving school was brutally contrasted by young soldiers 
holding AK-47s. The Kalashnikov is so intrinsic to Austral 
Africa’s history that it is even displayed on the Mozambican 
flag. 

“This is a democracy, and in a democracy the people must 
talk about everything they feel,” 
explained the driver as the black 
SUV made its way over Luanda’s 
precarious roads. I questioned him 
on the courage of a member of the 
opposition party, União Nacional 
para a Independência Total de 
Angola (UNITA), for criticizing President José Eduardo dos 
Santos on the evening broadcast of Rádio Despertar, but by the 
time he replied to me I was already enraptured by the world 
presented to me through the tinted windows. As the driver 
continued talking about the weather (rainy under a thick 
blanket of pollution), I reflected on how this trip had come 
into being.

It started when Professor Markus Kornprobst invited me to be 
his assistant for researching democracies in Austral Africa after 
the civil wars. We were to research how the parties relate to 
each other as producers of public justifications as well as how 
the population relates to the parties as an audience. I was soon 
grappling with the research budget to guarantee the cheapest, 
yet safest (a condition stressed by the professor), flights and 
hotels in Luanda and Maputo, the capital cities of Angola 
and Mozambique respectively. As I came to learn, Luanda is 
not only frenetic and rowdy, but also extremely expensive, 
as Angola’s oil-based economy and civil war have made the 
country chronically dependent on imports. 

The next day, as soon as the hotel’s automatic glass doors closed 
behind me, I was enveloped by the unbelievable heat and 
noise as I fetched a driver to get me through the streets of the 
city. Taxis are rare in Luanda, as most residents cannot afford 
anything other than traveling with Kandongueiros - minivans 
that maneuver through the heavy traffic at unbelievable speeds.  

The only time of the day at which I felt safe enough to relax 
was when I sat in one of the chairs of the homey restaurant 

Tendinha after returning from a 
day of interviews. There, I would 
dine while watching the young 
women who sold goods from 
basins balanced on their heads and 
the kids who rented the customers 
newspapers for five cents. 

Five days later, I was in Maputo, which had a much more 
laid-back feeling to it, so I felt confident enough to do some 
exploring. It was there that I met Silvia Bragança, and thanks 
to her influence, was able to interview the chief editor of the 
newspaper A Verdade, a free-distribution publication that 
focuses on denouncing governmental wrongdoings. I was also 
able to visit the Centre of Studies Aquino de Bragança, named 
after her late husband, one of the architects of Mozambican 
politics who died in a mysterious plane crash in 1986. 

By the time I found myself on the return flight, not only had 
I experienced a completely new routine —taking anti-malarial 
pills (Malarone) and covering myself in diesel-scented insect 
repellent became a daily ritual while traveling - but I also had 
a fantastic personal and professional experience. As the city 
of Maputo started to shrink through the plane’s window, my 
mind raced with everything I’d learned from the journalists 
and civil society activists about the challenges democracy faces 
in Austral Africa.•

The normality of a flock of kids leaving school 
was brutally contrasted by young soldiers holding 

AK-47s

Travel 
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Warsaw Rising 

Eric Mietz

When I traveled to Warsaw, Poland for the first time 
three years ago, I found myself in the middle of a 

dynamic social and cultural landscape, an environment that 
was in the midst of a transition. Warsaw defines itself not as 
a city lost in a tragic past or as a jungle of monolithic Soviet 
buildings, but rather, as Central Europe’s rising metropolis - 
a city experiencing progress due to increasing international 
investment and extensive redevelopment. 

I had the opportunity to return to Warsaw this past summer 
to work at an international relations and defense policy think 
tank. There, I learned about 
Poland’s position as a role 
model for Belarus and Ukraine 
in economic and political 
development. I also researched 
how Warsaw is striving to earn 
its place on the international 
business map as the economic hub of Central and Eastern 
Europe. By doing so, the city hopes to attract considerable 
foreign investment to drive its fast-paced modernization. 
It was my exploration outside of the office, however, that 
truly exposed the reality of my research on Warsaw’s — and 
Poland’s — visible economic and social progress.

Warsaw has undeservedly earned the reputation of being a 
boring city, a place reputed to be filled with rigid, utilitarian 
building blocks and wide Soviet-planned boulevards jammed 
with rattletrap Fiat cars. In reality, the derelict Stalinist dumps 
are overshadowed by high-end malls and commercial towers, 
and these days, the wide avenues are more often clogged 
with BMWs, Land Rovers and even a few Bentleys owned by 
Warsaw’s rising elite. 

The landscape of Warsaw’s bustling commercial center is 
dominated by Stalin’s towering gift to Poland: the Palace 
of Science and Culture, a building Varsovians love to hate. 
The Russian Wedding Cake (one of many names locals have 
for the monstrosity) remains the tallest building in Warsaw, 
although it looks oddly out of place among neighboring 

buildings — shiny new financial towers, hotels and the 
ultra-modern Złote Tarasy shopping center covered by an 
undulating glass roof. The juxtaposition of this Stalinist relic 
with its sleek, modern neighbors seems to mock the failure 
of Communism in Poland; Warsaw is lauded as the capitalist 
success story of the former Eastern Bloc. 

Even with Warsaw’s desire to embrace modernity, the city 
contains plenty of reminders of its troubled past. Most 
evident is the history of German and Russian occupation 
during World War II that culminated in both the destruction 

of 85 percent of the city and 
the murder of Polish Jews. 
Ulica Próżna, located in the 
business district, is the only 
street of the former Warsaw 
Ghetto where all original 
Jewish tenement houses still 

remain. Today, the empty buildings serve as a testament to 
the hundreds of thousands of Jews that died in the largest 
Nazi-occupied ghetto. 

Nearby is the Warsaw Uprising Museum, dedicated to the 
Polish resistance movements that unsuccessfully attempted to 
liberate Poland from Nazi Germany in 1944. In the memorial 
garden, chilling photographs show the mass evictions of Jews 
and the destruction of Warsaw. 

Following the Uprising, the German Army systematically 
bombed Warsaw’s Old Town, which was meticulously 
reconstructed to its original state after the war. On a warm 
summer day, the cafés on the nearby Nowy Świat make for 
the perfect place to enjoy the stately elegance and romance of 
the Old Town in its restored glory. 

Warsaw is a city of contrasts, a place where old, gray Soviet 
relics coexist with cosmopolitan and lively neighborhoods. 
For a city that was no more than a pile of rubble 65 years 
ago, Warsaw has transformed itself into a city that is today 
the rising phoenix of the former Eastern Bloc.•

Warsaw is a city of contrasts, a place where old, gray 
Soviet relics coexist with cosmopolitan and lively 

neighborhoods 

Travel 

A building on Prózna Street 
viewed from Grzybowski Square, 

part of the former Warsaw Ghetto
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